
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
Saturday 4:00-5:00 p.m. and at the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.) 12:10 p.m. English (Mon-Fri) 
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Thu & Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

 

Fr. Frank Barr, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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TODAY’S READINGS 
Gospel at the Procession with Palms — Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11). 
First Reading — In spite of my sufferings I am not dis-
graced. I am not put to shame (Isaiah 50:4-7). 
Psalm — My God, my God, why have you abandoned 
me? (Psalm 22). 
Second Reading — Christ emptied himself, and God 
filled this emptiness with exaltation (Philippians 2:6-11). 
Gospel — The account of Christ’s passion according to 
Matthew (Matthew 26:14 — 27:66 [27:11-54]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord                                            
 

HOSANNA! 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in 
the highest” (Matthew 21:9). With these words the Church enters the holiest of weeks, com-
memorating the passion, death, and resurrection of Christ. When the people of Jerusalem cried 
out with their “hosannas,” they were using an ancient Hebrew shout of acclamation that meant 
“Pray, save us.” The king to whom they were shouting eventually would save them, but in a 
way that would be far from what they expected. Salvation would come from the wood of the 
cross as Jesus hung there to bring freedom from sin and life through death, opening the gates of 
heaven for all who put their faith and trust in him. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

ENDURING HOPE 
Today’s passage from Isaiah presents us with a common 

human dilemma: what do we do with our suffering? The speaker 
describes himself as God’s faithful servant, who suffers beatings 
and mockery. We can’t be sure who the speaker is, but we can see 
his extraordinary response. He chooses not to fight back, not to 
respond to violence with violence. He chooses to endure with 
hope that God, in God’s own way, will deliver and vindicate him. 
Christians later saw this passage as a poignant description of Je-
sus’ suffering in his passion. 

We all have many experiences of tragic or undeserved 
suffering. We might desire to run from our pain, or to inflict suf-
fering upon others, or to live in despair. In faith, we are invited to 
share in the suffering of Jesus, sharing also with all who suffer 
similarly. We can place our wounds in God’s hands. We may live 
in enduring hope that Christ is indeed present and accompanies us 
in our pain. In God’s own way, our suffering may be transformed, 
so to serve God’s purposes.  

A NEW KINGDOM 
The Gospel of Matthew, using various symbols from 

scripture, presents Jesus as the true and victorious king who 
begins a new kingdom. After his royal entrance into Jerusalem, 
Jesus ascends his scandalous and paradoxical throne, the cross. 
The cross reveals the nature of his kingdom, based on God’s 
forgiveness and sacrificial love. Evil forces thrive when vio-
lence stirs even more violence. By accepting his suffering and 
offering forgiveness, Jesus broke the primary cycle of vio-
lence. The Gospels proclaim that the powers of evil, though 
continuing their effects today, were decisively defeated on the 
cross.  

The resurrection of Jesus launches the reign of God, 
which will be fully complete upon Jesus’ return. We are now 
offered a new path for being human by which, empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, we may partner with God to create new cycles 
of life and hope. 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

The journey of Lent brings us to an encounter with 
the cross. During Lent, we have been led more deeply into 
questions at the heart of our faith: Who is God? And who are 
we, the Church? The Gospel of Matthew indicates that, in the 
crucifixion, God’s true nature is most fully revealed in Jesus. 
In Jesus, God is the self-emptying One, who embraces humili-
ty and suffers rejection, as Paul tells the Philippians. God’s 
power is redefined, present not in coercion and violence, but in 
Jesus’ unbounded love. We the Church can learn who we are, 
the followers of the Crucified One, when we bear crosses that 
offer life and hope to the world. We more fully become the 
Church when we empty ourselves by sharing in others’ suffer-
ings, rejecting violence, and taking risks for justice and recon-
ciliation. Like Jesus, we may reveal God’s power as compas-
sion and mercy.  

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

April 6, 2020 

 
Monday: Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33, 
 36-38 
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34;  
 Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday: Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14;  
 Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18; 1 Cor 11:23 -
 26;Jn 13:1-15 
Friday: Is 52:13 — 53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 
 25; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:42 
Saturday: a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a]; Ps 104:1-2, 5 -
 6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35; or Ps 33:4-7, 12-
 13, 20-22; 
 b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18]; Ps 16:  5, 
 8-11;  
 c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; Ex 15:1-6, 17-18;  
 d) Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; 
 e) Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6;  
 f) Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4; Ps 19:8-11; 
 g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3-4  or 
 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or Ps 51:12-15, 18- 19;  
 h) Rom 6:3-11; i) Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;  
 Mt 28:1-10 
Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-
 23; Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or 
 Mt 28:1-10 or (at an afternoon or evening 
 Mass) Lk 24:13-35 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

April 6, 2020 
 
Monday   
8:30am   
12:10pm   
Tuesday 
8:30am  Juan Macancela (D) 
12:10pm   
Wednesday 
8:30am   
12:10pm    
Thursday   
8:00pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper   
Friday 
12:00pm  Passion English   
3:00pm  Passion Spanish 
6:30pm  Passion Vietnamese 
Saturday 
9:00am   Morning Prayer 
7:00pm      People of SNT 
Sunday 
8:00am  People of SNT; Raquel & Pedro Peña  
    Herrera  (D) 
9:30am  Lucia Rincon (D) 
11:30am    Mary Velez (D); Peter Scavetta (D) 
1:30pm  LH Đaminh Ngoan (D) 

Offertory Collection 

March 23, 2020 

 
Tithing:          $265.00        
Children:           $0.00       
Total:              $323.00     

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

Sunday 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Monday 
Monday of Holy Week 

Tuesday 
Tuesday of Holy Week 

Wednesday 
Wednesday of Holy Week; Passover begins 

Thursday 
Holy Thursday; The Sacred Paschal Triduum 

Friday 
Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday);  

Fast and Abstinence 
Saturday 

The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night;  
Holy Saturday  

One of the most comforting parts of the Passion story 
for me is the agony in the garden. If the Son of God had to tell 
himself and his Father, “not as I will, but as you will” (Matthew 
26:39); I should be able to say the same. There are times when 
I would much rather have things always go my way, but that is 
not going to happen. So it’s comforting to know that Jesus did 
not take the easy way out, but accepted the Father’s will that 
he should suffer and die. 

Whenever we say the Lord’s Prayer we pray, “Thy will 
be done.” But how often do we still take the easy way out? 
When I have  a chance to help someone in need, do I tell my-
self it’s none of my business, or do I ask if there is anything I 
can do? When I am hurt by the death of a loved one, or am 
injured in an accident, do I get angry at God for letting this hap-
pen, or do I say with Jesus, “Not my will, but yours be done”? 
Luke’s Gospel ends the temptation of Jesus in the desert with 
the phrase, “When the devil had finished every test, he left him 
until an opportune time” (Luke 4:13). That time came in the 
garden, and again Jesus had the last word, choosing to do his 
Father’s will. Even though we know God always does what is 
best for us when we would rather have what we think is best, at 
least remember to say, “Not my will, but yours be done.”  

The parish office is closed until 
further notice. If you have an 

emergency, please call  
718-295-6800 and leave a mes-

sage and someone will get back to 
you as soon as possible. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

John J. Kim, MD
Donald Kim, OD

Natalia Elkin, MD
Gloria Chung, OD

Melissa Leung, MD
James Kirszrot, MD

David Rubaltelli, MD
Zimei Zhou, MD, PhD

1825 Riverside Dr., Suite 1B, New York, NY 10034............... (212) 304-2010

132-15 41st Ave., Suite CC, Flushing, NY 11355................... (718) 358-2010

1200 Waters Place, Suite 304 Bronx, NY 10461..................... (718) 822-2010

Nosotros Hablamos Español | Chung Toi Noi Tieng Viet

Comprehensive Eye Exams

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

¡VENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS

ABIERTAS!
December 19 | Diciembre 19

January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25

March 24 | Marzo 24
5:30PM-6:30PM

929-422-0128 • 347-996-9712

www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org

Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE

believing it doesn’t pay.

Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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