
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
Saturday 4:00-5:00 p.m. and at the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.) 12:10 p.m. English (Mon-Fri) 
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Thu & Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

 

Fr. Frank Barr, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 

 
 



                                                                 St. Nicholas of Tolentine                                April 26, 2020 

Bronx, NY 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — God has raised the crucified Jesus, who 
now pours forth the Holy Spirit upon us  
(Acts 2:14, 22-33). 
Psalm — Lord, you will show us the path of life  
(Psalm 16). 
Second Reading — Our faith and hope are in God, who 
raised Jesus from the dead (1 Peter 1:17-21). 
Gospel — Through his words and in the breaking of the 
bread, the risen Christ made himself known to two disciples 
on their way to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     Third Sunday of Easter                                               
 

GOD’S PLAN 
 Saint Peter speaks to us twice today. In the first reading, we hear an excerpt from his ser-
mon on Pentecost; in the second, part of his first letter. Once a frightened, uneducated fisher-
man who often said just the wrong thing, now Peter is speaking what he knows to be true. Eve-
rything Jesus had said now makes sense. His death and rising were all part of God’s plan, and 
our faith and hope can be centered on God. 
 Today’s Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ walk to Emmaus with two of the disciples. Fright-
ened, sad, and confused, the two of them don’t recognize Jesus, who tells them what we heard 
Peter say above: All this had to happen as part of God’s plan. In the end, these disciples recog-
nize Jesus as we are to recognize him—in the breaking of the bread. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

THE STRANGER 
 Imagine meeting a stranger, a fellow traveler, who butts 
into the conversation you’re having with your friend. The 
two disciples in today’s Gospel are heading to Emmaus, 
seven miles away from Jerusalem, heartbroken and disillu-
sioned. It’s the day of Jesus’ resurrection, but no one knew 
it when these two set out on their journey, maybe going 
home to resume their pre-Jesus lives because it seemed as if 
everything was over.  

 In the middle of trying to make sense of the trage-
dy, some eavesdropping guy asks them about their troubles. 
After telling their story, the disciples are amazed to find this 
stranger able to piece together the fragments of the broken 
image of their master using scripture as the glue. Then it 
happens—at dinner they recognize Jesus in the breaking of 
bread, just before he vanishes. With their hearts burning 
with love and inspiration, they run back to Jerusalem—at 
night—to tell the others their new story. 

Emmaus might as well be Brigadoon. We hear of it in 
this one story—and it’s only in Luke—and then it disappears. 
The journey to Emmaus is one of the most beloved stories 
about Jesus, and yet the town is probably “mythical” in the 
truest sense. Like so much of life, this story is about the jour-
ney, not the destination. Running away from Jerusalem and 
their fears, probably going home in disillusionment, two of 
Jesus’ disciples encounter a stranger on the road who, like a 
rabbi, is able to help them understand their experiences using 
his deep knowledge of scripture. Later, sharing a meal with 
him, they recognized the stranger as Jesus, and they return to 
Jerusalem to tell the others. How like our Mass—we hear the 
scriptures and an explanation of them, we share a meal, and 
then we go out to tell the good news.  

THE STRANGER/SHEPHERD 
 The stranger in this story who turns out to be Jesus is 
reminiscent of the Gospel images of Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd. He seeks out his “lost sheep” who have 
strayed from the faith community, and the experience of 
the risen Lord transforms them into perhaps the very first 
evangelists, sharing their Good News with their friends 
back in Jerusalem.  
 Are we transformed by the time we leave Mass? We 
should be! Our hearts should be burning within us from 
our experience of Jesus in word and sacrament. Yet how 
often life breaks our heart and clouds our mind! We 
stumble toward our own Emmaus, unaware that Jesus is 
with us. We are privileged to experience Jesus in every 
Eucharist through the breaking open of scripture and by 
the breaking of the bread. Like the disciples of the story, 
that transforming experience can compel us to go forth 
and tell everyone the Good News.  

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

April 27, 2020 

 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-
 30; Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51 — 8:1a; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 
 8a, 17, 21ab; Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-7a; Jn 6:35-
 40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20;  
 Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59,  
 or, for the memorial, Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or  
 Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;  
 Ps 90:2-4, 12-14, 16; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-17; Jn 6:60-69  
Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 23:1-6;  
 1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn 10:1-10 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

April 27, 2020 
 
Monday   
8:30am 
12:10pm       
Tuesday 
8:30am  Teodora Mercedes (D) 
12:10pm   
Wednesday 
8:30am   
12:10pm    
Thursday   
7:45am  Binh an (D) 
8:30am   
12:10pm     
Friday   
8:30am   
12:10pm   
Saturday 
7:45am   Phanxico Xavie Khanh (D) 
7:00pm       
Sunday 
8:00am  People of St. Nicholas of Tolentine 
9:30am   
11:30am     
1:30pm  Phanxico Xavie Khanh (D) 
  
 

Offertory Collection 

March 23, 2020 

 
Tithing:          $265.00        
Children:           $0.00       
Total:              $265.00     

Emmaus Amazement 
 
Today’s Gospel has some surprises for the disciples 

going to Emmaus. The first is that Luke tells us Jesus ap-
peared to them, “but their eyes were prevented from recogniz-
ing him” (Luke 24:16). Now I don’t think Jesus was wearing 
glasses like Clark Kent. More likely, they were prevented by 
their lack of faith. They knew that Jesus had died, so this man 
who looked familiar couldn’t be him. All they had heard was 
that Jesus’ body was missing from the tomb. Luke says they 
were debating, as if they couldn’t decide what to believe. 

That leads to the second point. No, they were not sur-
prised that the stranger could quote scripture. Most Jewish 
men were familiar with the scriptures, but they were amazed at 
how Jesus explained them. Even the disciples had not thought 
of them as predicting Jesus’ suffering and death. Yet they 
seem to know the truth of what Jesus was saying. Their hearts 
were burning with the fire of the Holy Spirit, who helped them 
to understand the new meaning of scripture. Their story can 
help us, too. 

If you find you are not always able to see Jesus in the 
people or events of your life, you may need to stretch your 
faith. One way to do that is to discuss it with others. The two 
disciples were stretching their faith as they discussed what 
they had heard. Even better, debate it with someone who 
doesn’t believe. (Remember to keep it friendly.) You may not 
convince them to change, but your faith will grow as you learn 
to express it. Another way to stretch your faith is to read and 
pray over the scriptures. Ask what God is trying to tell you in 
them. The disciples on the way to Emmaus began to see how 
Jesus fulfilled the promises found there. Passages that may 
have been mysterious before began to become clear when 
applied to Jesus. 

Ask God to help you see Jesus in other people. Re-
ceive Jesus in Communion as often as you can (at least once a 
week). Trust him and expect to see Jesus both in the people 
around you and in the changes that come into your life. The 
more you look for Jesus, the easier it is to see him. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

The parish office is closed until 
further notice. If you have an 

emergency, please call  
718-295-6800 and leave a  

message and someone will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

John J. Kim, MD
Donald Kim, OD

Natalia Elkin, MD
Gloria Chung, OD

Melissa Leung, MD
James Kirszrot, MD

David Rubaltelli, MD
Zimei Zhou, MD, PhD

1825 Riverside Dr., Suite 1B, New York, NY 10034............... (212) 304-2010

132-15 41st Ave., Suite CC, Flushing, NY 11355................... (718) 358-2010

1200 Waters Place, Suite 304 Bronx, NY 10461..................... (718) 822-2010

Nosotros Hablamos Español | Chung Toi Noi Tieng Viet

Comprehensive Eye Exams

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

¡VENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS

ABIERTAS!
December 19 | Diciembre 19

January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25

March 24 | Marzo 24
5:30PM-6:30PM

929-422-0128 • 347-996-9712

www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org

Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE

believing it doesn’t pay.

Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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