
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
Saturday 4:00-5:00 p.m. and at the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.) 12:10 p.m. English (Mon-Fri) 
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Thu & Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

 

Fr. Frank Barr, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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Bronx, NY 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Solomon prays for an understanding heart 
(1 Kings 3:5, 7-12). 
Psalm — Lord, I love your commands (Psalm 119). 
Second Reading — All things work for good for those who 
love God (Romans 8:28-30). 
Gospel — The one who knows of the kingdom of heaven 
brings new and old from the storeroom  
(Matthew 13:44-52 [44-46]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                      
 

A SHARE IN GOD’S KINGDOM 
 Today concludes a three-week series of Gospel texts in which we have listened to a total of seven 
parables about the Kingdom. The believer is asked to consider the request that God made of Solomon in 
today’s first reading: “Ask something of me and I will give it to you” (1 Kings 3:5). Today’s parables 
about the treasure buried in the field and the pearl of great price should prompt us to answer, “A share in 
your kingdom, O God!” Today we discover that the kingdom of God is beyond value, a priceless treas-
ure. Unfortunately, our culture bombards us with things that it believes are priceless treasures—the big-
ger and better SUVs, anti-aging and anti-balding creams and salves, miracle diets, and so much more. 
Having a share in God’s kingdom and helping to bring about that kingdom are the greatest treasures that 
we can ever hope to gain. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

An old expression admonishes, “Be careful what you wish 
for.” Another one warns about money “burning a hole in 
your pocket” as you try and determine all the possibilities 
about how you will spend it. If God were to grant you a 
wish, what would it be? Our readings are about making wise 
choices and following God’s ways. When Solomon is given 
this opportunity, he does not make a rash or selfish decision 
but requests an “understanding heart” so that he might better 
govern the people with justice. The responsorial psalm is 
part of a long acrostic poem about the beauty of following 
God’s law. Saint Paul speaks to the Romans about being 
God’s master plan, in which we each have a special calling 
and purpose. The Gospel provides several parables about the 
kingdom of heaven, and how we might take right action and 
necessary steps in order to obtain it.  

GIVING UNDERSTANDING TO THE SIMPLE  
This message again seems very countercultural. 

We live in an age of instant gratification. Consumer debt 
is at an all-time high. Houses get bigger and bigger and 
more luxurious. Instead of saying “I can’t afford a new 
car,” people stretch payments out over six or seven years 
in an attempt to afford the unaffordable. Today we are 
called to put it all in perspective, to follow the “pearl of 
great price,” to put all things aside that we might seek the 
kingdom of God and reach our heavenly goal, our salva-
tion. This may require a paradigm shift and making radi-
cal changes in our lifestyle, in how we spend our time, 
our money, our energy, how we define what is important 
to us. May each of us find the wisdom of Solomon to 
guide us in making the right choices. 

THE REVELATION OF YOUR WORD SHEDS LIGHT 
Jesus is speaking in parables and offers three dif-

ferent images for the kingdom of heaven. Remember that 
popular line from a phone commercial: “Can you hear me 
now?” Jesus is trying to teach and basically says, “Do you 
understand me now? Do you get it now? Then let me ex-
plain it another way.” He is shedding light on just how very 
important his mission is, that the kingdom of God is the 
most important thing, and that we must make every choice, 
every effort to strive for it. To use a sports metaphor, Jesus 
is telling us we must not look for immediate satisfaction, 
but we must “play the long game” because in the end, this 
is the only thing that really matters.  

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

July 27, 2020 

 
Monday: Jer 13:1-11; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13;  
 Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 34:2-11; Jn 11:19-
 27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab; Mt 13:47-53 
Friday: Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14; Mt 13:54-
 58 
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-
 34; Mt 14:1-12 
Sunday: Is 55:1-3; Ps 145:8-9, 15-18;  
 Rom 8:35, 37-39; Mt 14:13-21 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

July 27, 2020 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Maria Pascal (L) 
12:10pm       
Tuesday 
8:30am   
12:10pm   
Wednesday 
8:30am   
12:10pm    
Thursday   
7:45am   
8:30am   
12:10pm     
Friday   
8:30am   
12:10pm   
Saturday 
7:45am 
5:00PM    
7:00pm      Maria Pascal (L) 
Sunday 
8:00am  Rosa Caines (D); Ignacio Miguel, Victoria  
    Castillo (D) 
9:30am  Maria Pascal (L); Animas del Purgatorio 
11:30am     
1:30pm  Giuse Le Hung (D) 
3:30PM   
  
 

Offertory Collection 

July 12, 2020 

 
Tithing:          $5,471.12      Black & Indian Mission: 
Children:              $0.00     $663.00  
Total:              $5,471.12     

A Truly Wise Person 
 
The ending of today’s Gospel speaks about “the new 

and the old.” Jesus is saying that a person “instructed in the 
kingdom” has wisdom both old and new; in other words, that 
person learns from the past as well as from the present. Let’s 
look at each of those. 

We learn from the past by studying it. So the wisdom 
of the Kingdom comes first from the scriptures. The more famil-
iar we are with the word of God, the more wisdom we possess. 
Along with studying the scriptures, we must pray over them 
and ask the Spirit to show us how they apply to our lives. We 
can also learn from the lives of the saints and writings of the 
Church. The saints may have lived extraordinary lives, but they 
all began as ordinary people who gave their lives to Christ. The 
writings of the Church, though sometimes very technical, con-
tain the wisdom of centuries of living the faith. If you only have 
time to go to Mass on Sunday, just listening to the homily can 
help to apply the scriptures to your life. 

One way we can learn from “the new” is to learn from 
our mistakes. That includes learning from our sins. When we 
are truly sorry, we make an effort to change our ways. You 
might say we have to learn a new way to respond to that situa-
tion. In the Bible, the word repentance itself means a change of 
heart, a new way of seeing and doing things. 

We can also learn from the mistakes and the success-
es of our friends. As we share our faith with them, we share the 
stories of our lives, both good and bad. These stories can 
teach how to live our faith (or how not to!). One of the ad-
vantages of having friends whom we trust enough to confess 
our faults to is that we do not have to figure out life on our own. 
God can speak to us through a friend or relative whose advice 
we seek. A truly wise person is one who has received a lifetime 
of good advice. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

The parish office is now opened. 
Confessions are by appointment 

only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 
an appointment time. 

You must wear a mask to attend mass. If you are not 
wearing a mask, you will be turned away at the door. At-
tendance is also limited to a certain amount of people so 
it is on a first come, first served basis. Temperatures will 
be checked upon entering and anyone presenting with a 
fever will be turned away.  You will be seated upon enter-
ing the church and you are asked to remain in that seat 
until instructed to rise from it. There will be people there 
to guide you through all of these new steps. We ask all of 
this for your safety and the safety of our church family. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

¡VENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS

ABIERTAS!
December 19 | Diciembre 19

January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25

March 24 | Marzo 24
5:30PM-6:30PM

929-422-0128 • 347-996-9712

www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org

Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE

believing it doesn’t pay.

Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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