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Mass SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor)
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor)
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir)

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)
7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Thu & Sat)
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION

All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession,
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in
the parish office at anytime.

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in
the Baptismal Program.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS)
Saturday 4:00-5:00 p.m. and at the parish office by appointment.

MARRIAGE
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the
wedding.

VISITS TO THE SICK
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound
who desire the sacraments.

NEW PARISHIONERS

Welcome to all parishioners.

We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff.

Parisa Orrice Hours

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open (12 pm - 1 pm closed)

1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open (5 p.m. -6 p.m. closed) 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open
SATURDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

SUNDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

WHY PRAY?

The “foreigners” as Isaiah calls them, the “Gentiles” as Paul calls them, or the “Canaanites” as Mat-
thew calls them are called to worship the one true God in prayer. As we listen to today’s readings, per-
haps we are tempted to ask: Why pray? The question is rhetorical; it is tantamount to asking why should
friends talk to one another or people in love kiss one another. Prayer is a way of relating to God, a way
of talking to God. The apostles had the opportunity to talk to Jesus in the flesh. We have the opportunity
to talk to Jesus Christ in prayer. Our relationship with him must be enthusiastic; it cannot be faint-
hearted. John Donne, a fifteenth-century poet, knew what the qualities of good prayer were. Donne asks
God to treat him differently from most Christians. The poet does not want God to merely “knock,
\ breathe, shine, and seek to mend,” but also to “break, blow, burn, and make me new” (Holy Sonnets,

= X,
It takes a dynamic faith on our part to come to God in prayer. As Jesus once said, “Knock and the
door will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). It may take pounding the door down, but if we are as persistent as the woman in today’s

Gospel, the results will follow.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TODAY’S READINGS . o Our Lectionary readings today invite us to consider
First Reading — Thus says the Lorp: “Stand firm in jus- both the human tendency to build boundaries between peo-
tice; do what is right” (Isaiah 56:1, 6-7). | ple, and God’s tendency to cross and even to break these
PPsallm EO God, let all the nations praise you! boundaries. Isaiah and Paul speak of God’s ongoing desire
(S sa md R)' di The oifts and the calli £God to bring all of humanity under divine care. The scene in

econd Reacing — 1he gilis and the caliing of Lod are Matthew’s Gospel alludes to the long-standing distrust be-

unable to be revoked (Romans 11:13-15, 29-32). : tween foreigners and the Jewish people. Though Jesus ini-
Gospel — Recognizing the Canaanite woman's great faith, tially resists, he then celebrates the faith of the Canaanite

J told her, “It shall be d ish” (Matth
1655:381_88). er, "It shall be done as you wish™ (Matthew woman and heals her daughter. Those who are given the

The En_gli'sh translati(_)n o_fthe Ps_alm Responses_from Lec_tionwyfarMass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International glft Of falth can be tempted to beliCVe that GOd iS present
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved . [ . . .

only to them, implicitly creating barriers against others. But
the gift of faith is meant to serve God’s larger purpose, so
that everyone might be united with God. By his act of heal-
ing, Jesus breaks the boundary between Jew and Gentile,
and invites both to be a part of God’s people.

STANDING FAST
Matthew opens the scene in today’s Gospel by setting up | [ A NEW TEMPLE
a conflict. Unlike the parallel story in Mark (7:24), the woman is Isaiah articulates the vision that it is God’s deep de-

described as “a Canaanite.” This label serves to evoke the ancient || gire that all human beings will respond to God in prayer and

animosity between Jews and other peoples in the region. The thanksgiving. God will summon everyone to “my holy moun-
woman, who is hever I,lam,ed,’ begs for help for her daughter. The tain,” that is, the temple Mount. The temple was the primary
disciples are actively dismissive of her, as a woman and a foreign- symbol of God’s presence among the people. The Temple was
er, and deem her to be unworthy of their attention. The text sug-|| where communal worship and sacrifice took place. Worship
gests that Jesus initially sided with the disciples. But then he rec- || served to give thanks for God’s blessings on the people. Sacri-
ognized the strength of her faith. fice served to help heal relationships between God and Israel,

... Many women, foreigners, or marginalized persons might || 14 within the community, when sin had damaged or broken
identify with this woman’s story. Sometimes faith means standing || them.

fast, in care for others or in fidelity to truth, even when it seems The early church reflected upon this vision and saw
that no one supports you. Somehow, the woman recognized God’s
power and God’s care within Jesus. And Jesus recognized that
God was active within her, manifested in her commitment to her
daughter. Jesus saw his Father’s larger horizon of care for every-
one, Jew and Gentile, within this faith-filled woman.

Jesus as a new temple. The person of Jesus is to be worshiped
as God’s active presence within human life. Jesus is to be wor-
shiped in prayer and thanksgiving, and Jesus is where relation-
ships are healed and renewed. In Jesus, God invites the whole
world into God’s loving care.

Please visit our website for all the latest information and
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org
and join us on Facebook,

St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish

Bronx, NY
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A Clever Woman of Faith

The first reading reminds us that even though the Jews
are God’s chosen people, foreigners who love the Lord will be
accepted into God’s house. So why is Jesus being so difficult
with the Canaanite woman?

At first he seems to be putting her off. He doesn’t an-
swer her, but tells the disciples that he came only for lost
sheep of Israel, adding the remark about food going to the
dogs. He does this not to discourage her, but to draw a re-
sponse of faith. He wants to see how persistent she is in her
request.

We can tell ourselves that we are people of faith, but
how easily are we discouraged? Do we think God has forgotten
us when we experience trouble? Sometimes it is our childish
belief that everything has to go our way. We may not be selfish
about it; we may be discouraged by the suffering of someone
we love. The woman’s clever reply to Jesus reminds us that
she trusted in Jesus’ power and willingness to help.

Jesus was also teaching his disciples that faith is more
important than nationality. They were all Jews and wanted Je-
sus to send the Canaanite woman away. Long after Jesus’ res-
urrection, the church struggled with the question of non-Jewish
believers. Today, we may be doing the same thing in reverse.
Some people think that only Catholics can be saved and that
there is no hope for Protestants, much less for Jews. God’s
covenant with the chosen people cannot be rescinded. Paul
says that the rejection of Jesus by Jewish leaders led to salva-
tion for the rest of the world. But though some rejected Jesus,
God never rejected the Jews.

Finally, Jesus responded to her persistence. Like the
woman who wouldn’t go away, we can keep praying till we get
an answer to our prayer. While sometimes our request is grant-
ed, sometimes God has a good reason to delay or even say
no. The more time we spend in prayer, the more likely we are
to listen to God’s answer. Prayer can help us come to the

peaceful acceptance that God only does what is best for us.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

ReapINGS FOR THE WEEK
AucusTt 17, 2020

The Archdiocese of New York takes stewardship of your
donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or reason
to suspect misconduct, please report your concerns via a
toll-free hotline at 877-820-0541 or on the internet
at http://www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY. Both are availa-
ble 24 hours per day.

The parish office is now opened.
Confessions are by appointment

only. Please call 718-295-6800 for
an appointment time.

Monday: Ez 24:15-24; Dt 32:18-21; Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10; Dt 32:26-28, 30, 35cd-36ab;
Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 20:1-16
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;
Mt 22:1-14
Friday: Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-9; Mt 22:34-40
Saturday:  Ez 43:1-7ab; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Mt 23:1-
12
Sunday: Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8;
Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20
Mass INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
AUGUST 17, 2020
Monday
8:30am Gilbert Jesus Colon (D)
Tuesday
8:30am
Wednesday
8:30am Germania Perez (D)
Thursday
7:45am
8:30am Elsie Ortiz Ramirez, Elmersi Estivaly Marino,
Pedro Julio Diaz Molina (D)
Friday
8:30am
Saturday
7:45am
7:00pm Rafael Flores Olivera, Eloisa Olivera, Odulia
Murioz; Ismael Perez Padre & Ismael
Perez Ill hijo (D)
Sunday
8:00am
9:30am Maria Flores & Cirino Zamorra (D); Santa
Diaz (D)
11:30am
1:30pm
OFFERTORY COLLECTION
AUGUST 2, 2020
Tithing: $4,549.00
Children: $0.00
Total: $4,549.00

Bronx, NY
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To get started today, please
call 718-960-3100.

SBH

Health System
www.SBHNY.ore num
®

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

iVENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS
ABIERTAS!

December 19 | Diciembre 19
January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25
March 24 | Marzo 24
/ 5:30PM-6:30PM
www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org
Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

BRILLA
Public Charter Schools
929-422-0128 - 347-996-9712

F20OD

(UNIVERSE |
MARKETPLACE
Fresh Produce e Counter Meat
Dairy e Frozen e Groceries

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales

FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders

Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.
(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions
10% Sr. Citizen Discount - Wed Only

Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic
Dentistry

1 Fordham Hill Oval
718-584-5300

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
g of the Sea of the United States of America
§ Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
é Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

430AM
160AMm

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

k s
B ATIONAL PUE

e Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!
* Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
¢ Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM
wnnw.jspaluch.com

Sell,

NN W PALACE PAINT Buy @
et ’
534 East 180 St or Rent:

(718) 295-6188
www.palacepaints.com

Call me for a free

Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

5% OFF for Parishioners

Hablamos espafiol.

Consider Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®
Remembering Exit Realty Group
Your Parish in | 2000 Williamsbridge Rd. « Bronx, NY 10461
Your Will. Cell: 917-353-8808
For further information, Fax: 718-409-3311
please call the Parish Office.| www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com
Advertising Sales

¢TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS
LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICION IDEAL PARA USTED.
Tiempo COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE 345K A 860K
CONVIERTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA
J.S. PALucH ComPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

Programa de Compensacion de la Co 0

apacidad disponible

Si estd interesado mande su curriculum por correo

A electrénico a boberr@jspaluch.com
www.jspaluch.com

EOE

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then.....
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn't pay.
| i Later if business is poor
h ( hGH B he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

£ARN MONEY!
00 GOOD! MK A
POSITIVE IMPACT!

003009 St Nicholas of Tolentine

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263
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