
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
Saturday 4:00-5:00 p.m. and at the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A - Associate 
 

Fr. Frank Barr, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 

 
 



                                                                 St. Nicholas of Tolentine                                August 23, 2020 

Bronx, NY 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Eliakim is destined by God to be a father 
to those who live in Jerusalem (Isaiah 22:19-23). 
Psalm — Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work 
of your hands (Psalm 138). 
Second Reading — How deep are the riches and the wis-
dom and the knowledge of God! (Romans 11:33-36). 
Gospel — Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do you say that I 
am?” Peter replied, “You are the Christ”  
(Matthew 16:13-20). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved  

     Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                      
 

TRUST 
 Keys hold great significance for those who carry them. They represent the trust and authori-
ty of the owner when given to another person. We may give our house key to a trusted friend to 
take care of our matters while we are away. We may give keys to someone responsible for 
maintaining or working in a particular building. Keys to vehicles are given to people who have 
proven themselves responsible drivers. The readings today focus on this kind of trust—the trust 
that conveys authority and responsibility. In the first reading, the symbol is specifically that of 
a key; but the second reading and the Gospel also speak of trust and leadership as they refer to 
the earthly church that Jesus established. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

AWE AND PRAISE 
In today’s passage from Romans, Paul concludes his 

complex reflections on the Jewish people, the emerging Gentile 
churches, and God’s work among them. Paul has struggled to un-
derstand the responses of both the Jewish and Gentile communi-
ties, with their mix of acceptance and rejection of Jesus. He warns 
the Roman church to avoid any sense of superiority over Jews or 
non-Christian Gentiles, for everyone is in need of God’s mercy. 
Paul acknowledges the limits of his understanding, and gives way 
to prayers of awe and praise. He concludes by marveling at the 
limitless mercy of God, whose designs are ultimately mysterious. 

Sometimes our own prayer can be like that of Paul. In 
conversation with God, we try to make sense of life, especially its 
difficulties. The full truth of what’s going on in our lives or in our 
world eludes us, and so we work humbly with the truth that we 
can understand. If we believe our mysterious God is indeed trust-
worthy, we can open our hearts in praise, and allow God to shape 
our lives.  

Jesus poses the question “But who do you say I 
am?” in today’s Gospel passage. It is a question posed to 
Peter and the disciples, to Matthew’s first readers, and to 
the Church today. Peter’s confession of faith in Jesus as 
Christ and Son of God was a culmination of what the disci-
ples had experienced in their life with Jesus thus far. Jesus 
affirms Peter’s declaration as a gift from God. But it was 
only the beginning of Peter’s understanding of what these 
words actually meant, and how the disciples saw them-
selves in light of this truth. As Jesus and the disciples 
turned toward Jerusalem and to the cross, the disciples per-
haps pondered their own identity, together with their dawn-
ing understanding of Jesus’ identity. For us, the journey of 
faith, initiated and sustained by the Holy Spirit, means an 
ongoing reflection upon who Jesus is and who we are. 

TO BIND AND TO LOOSE 
When Jesus says to Peter “whatever you bind” or 

“whatever you loose” in today’s Gospel, he describes a distinct 
power that emerges from Peter’s faith in Jesus. The capacity to 
bind or to loose suggests a new ability, both to restrain or 
block forces that harm the community of faith, and also to re-
lease or liberate energies that strengthen the community.  

It might be helpful to observe, within your own parish 
or faith community, where God might be working now. Per-
haps you can see persons and groups working to restrain toxic 
forces of resentment or fear. You might see those who are re-
leasing new energies, and empowering the faithful to care for 
their neighbors. When we are grounded in a prayerful trust 
relationship with Jesus, we can receive this power to partici-
pate in God’s work, to bind and to loose. 

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

August 24, 2020 

 
Monday: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18;  
 Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10-13;  
 Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Ps 128:1-2, 4-5;  
 Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-7; Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11;  
 Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-21;  
 Mk 6:17-29 
Sunday: Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-2;  
 Mt 16:21-27  

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

August 24, 2020 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Blas Rodriguez (D); Florangel Medrano (D)
Tuesday 
8:30am    
Wednesday 
8:30am     
Thursday   
8:30am  Jacinta Fabian (D); Felipe Ocampo (D)  
  
Friday   
8:30am  Santiago Frias (D)   
Saturday 
7:45am    
7:00pm      Ernesto Muñoz (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am   
9:30am  Ernesto Muñoz (D); Ruben Cespedes (D) 
11:30am    Virgilio Caballero, Manny Flores, Jorge  
    Cole (D) 
1:30pm     
  
 

Offertory Collection 

August 9, 2020 

 
Tithing:          $5,007.57       
Children:              $0.00       
Total:              $5,007.57     

Rocky 
 

I wonder how many men named Peter know that origi-
nally it was a nickname. Jesus gave Simon a name based on 
the word for “rock.” Like any good nickname, Jesus had a rea-
son to give this one. Peter had just acknowledged Jesus to be 
the Son of God and the Messiah (Christ). Jesus used that as an 
opportunity to teach us about the importance of faith as the 
foundation of the church. 

The church was initially the Jews who followed Jesus. 
For them, the tradition of a coming messiah was a symbol of 
their hope for the future. So believing that Jesus was the Messi-
ah first meant that he was the reason to hope. But more im-
portantly, it showed what “messiah” really means. 

There were many variations on what people thought the 
messiah would be. Some expected a political leader who would 
unite the Jews and maybe even overthrow their Roman masters. 
Others thought he would be a wonder-worker, like a super-hero, 
who would use his power to make Israel a great and free nation. 
Or perhaps the messiah would provide food and riches in abun-
dance. 

By calling Jesus the Messiah, we see that he saves us 
not by royal leadership, or amazing feats or great riches, but by 
giving his life for us on the cross. He shows that love is a greater 
power than political power or wealth. And by learning about Je-
sus, we learn about the love of God for us. We learn that Jesus 
has fulfilled all messianic hopes. He unites not just the Jews, but 
all people who believe in him. He sets us free from sin and 
death. He feeds our spiritual hunger with his own Body and 
Blood in the Eucharist. 

By commending Peter’s faith, Jesus shows us that faith 
is the foundation (rock) of the church. For the church is not just a 
social club of people who like to worship the same way; it is a 
family of people who believe all that Jesus taught because we 
believe in the person of Jesus. That is, we don’t just believe that 
Jesus was real. We affirm that he is alive and important to our 
lives. We have experienced him in his words, in the sacraments, 
and in each other. May our faith always be solid as a rock. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

The parish office is now opened. 
Confessions are by appointment 

only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 
an appointment time. 

The Archdiocese of New York takes stewardship of your 
donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or reason 
to suspect misconduct, please report your concerns via a 
toll-free hotline at 877-820-0541 or on the internet 
at http://www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY. Both are availa-
ble 24 hours per day. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

¡VENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS

ABIERTAS!
December 19 | Diciembre 19

January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25

March 24 | Marzo 24
5:30PM-6:30PM

929-422-0128 • 347-996-9712

www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org

Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE

believing it doesn’t pay.

Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.
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