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Mass SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor)

11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor)

1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir)
3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)

7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat)

CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION

All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession,
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in
the parish office at anytime.

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in
the Baptismal Program.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS)
At the parish office by appointment.

MARRIAGE
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the
wedding.

VISITS TO THE SICK
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound
who desire the sacraments.

NEW PARISHIONERS

Welcome to all parishioners.

We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff.

Parisa Orrice Hours

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open (12 pm - 1 pm closed)

1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open (5 p.m. -6 p.m. closed) 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open
SATURDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

SUNDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THE GIFT OF THE REIGN OF GOD
. Matthew’s Gospel today expands on Isaiah’s ballad considerably. A comparison with the same story
n Mark’s Gospel clearly shows us that here the author is busy teaching this community of Jewish Chris-
ians: “This is a story about Israel a long time ago; this is also a story about Jesus and the skeptical lead-
ers.”

Jesus as much as told these Jewish leaders that they were the tenants who first stoned their own

8 prophets. And he told the leaders they were the tenants who would soon even dispose of him—Jesus—

@8 and, in doing so, would forfeit their privileged place of presenting to the world the promised Messiah.
“And this,” says Matthew’s Gospel, “is a story about

ou, the inheritors of what was first offered to Israel.” The reign of God was first opened to Israel and is

ow given to the whole world, but it must be received as a gift. The first Christians are the new tenants

n the vineyard. The deeper reality of the reign or kingdom of God is that it is available to everyone on

the face of the earth—Israel included.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — The vineyard of the LORD is the house of
Israel (Isaiah 5:1-7).

Psalm — The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel
(Psalm 80).

Second Reading — God’s peace will guard your hearts and
minds (Philippians 4:6-9).

Gospel — The kingdom of God will be given to those who
will produce its fruit (Matthew 21:33-43).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

AMAZED BY INNOVATION

What Jesus does next surprises his audience. He adds a new
twist to Isaiah’s well-known words, adding a new character, the
landowner’s very own son. Adding this innovation shows that
Jesus confirms the prophet’s warning—that God longs for “his
cherished plant” to grow according to the divine plan. The narra-
tive twist also allows Jesus to reveal the fullness of God’s plan in
a way his audience can understand. Like a master teacher, Jesus
respects the knowledge and faithfulness of the chief priests and
elders, and then builds on what they know. By adding the land-
owner’s son to the parable of the vineyard, Jesus gently expresses
his own mission as the Son of God. Matthew’s Gospel often de-
picts the chief priests and elders as oppositional; they worry that
Jesus will abolish the law and foment rebellion. As the Lord said
earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, however, “Do not think that I have
come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come not to abol-
ish but to fulfill” (Matthew 5:17). Jesus’ audience is skeptical
about him, horrified at the thought of a mere human being claim-
ing that he is the Son of God. Jesus’ masterful approach provides
an opportunity for his audience to give him the benefit of the
doubt. In this way, Jesus proposes—not imposes—his kingship,
inviting us all to follow him.

Today’s first reading, psalm, and Gospel concentrate heavi-
ly on vineyards. For those of us who don’t drink wine or
have never set foot in a vineyard, these scriptures may seem
inaccessible. But if we consider the tremendous importance
of wine to the ancient world, we hear the scriptures asking
us to make a life-or-death decision. Choosing death means
forsaking our relationship with God and taking upon our-
selves all the anxiety of faithlessness. Choosing life means
paying attention to the kingdom of God on earth, striving to
pursue “whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
gracious.” Today’s vineyard metaphors invite us to identify
our highest priority in life and tend to it. If we ask, God will
help us order our lives correctly so we are free to cultivate
our vineyards in love.

CONNECTED TO TRADITION

The Church presents today’s Old Testament and Gos-
pel readings together, as a pair. We delight in the sym-
metry between the two passages. Jesus, who is the Word
of God, knows the Hebrew scriptures by heart and in-
tends for his parable to echo Isaiah. As Jesus begins
speaking, he summons the words of Isaiah, knowing his
learned audience of chief priests and elders will feel
comfortable with a familiar scripture passage. These
scholars recognize immediately that Jesus is referring to
a prophetic passage about sin, about the chosen people’s
tendency to turn away from God and grow “wild.”

Please visit our website for all the latest information and
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org
and join us on Facebook,

St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish

Bronx, NY
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Where Are the Grapes?

Jesus’ parable is a little different from the one in the
first reading. Isaiah has the vineyard under good and faithful
care, but still it produces wild grapes. In the Gospel, the vine-
yard presumably had a good harvest, but the workers refuse to
give any of the grapes to the landowner. The question for us is,
which parable is about me?

Do | ignore all that God does to help me be a good
disciple? Am | too busy to take time to pray or read the Bible?
Do | hold onto grudges instead of forgiving and releasing
them? Do | only go to church when someone drags me there,
or only at Christmas and Easter? (If that were true, | probably
would not be reading this bulletin.) Do | decline the invitations
to go on a retreat? Am | afraid to share my faith with someone
who needs encouragement? If any of these are true, | might be
like the vineyard in the first reading, producing no fruit despite
all the opportunities God has given me.

Or we may be the other side of the coin. We had our
children baptized when they were babies, sent them to the par-
ish school or religion classes. We went to church every Sunday
and took them with us. We gave them as good an example as
we could, teaching them to love others and be generous with
what they have. Yet they grew up and drifted away from the
faith. Then we have to remember how patient God is with us,
God'’s people who don’t always produce the fruits of faith.

The Gospel is a little more difficult to relate to. The ten-
ants in the parable refer to those who mistreated or killed the
prophets sent by God or the people who would have Jesus
crucified. Yet the kingdom of God is still being proclaimed in
spite of them. God is patient with them. Look what happened to
Saul, who persecuted many Christians before he became one
himself. In our second reading he tells us to follow his example
as he follows Christ. Then, he says, the peace of God will be
with us, too (Philippians 4:6-9).

Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

REaDINGS FOR THE WEEK
OCTOBER 5, 2020

The Archdiocese of New York takes stewardship of your
donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or reason
to suspect misconduct, please report your concerns via a
toll-free hotline at 877-820-0541 or on the internet
at http://www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY. Both are availa-
ble 24 hours per day.

Confessions are by appointment
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for
an appointment time.

Monday: Gal 1:6-12; Ps 111:1b-2, 7-9, 10c;
Lk 10:25-37

Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-15;
Lk 10:38-42

Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-
4

Thursday: Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-75; Lk 11:5-13

Friday: Gal 3:7-14; Ps 111:1b-6; Lk 11:15-26

Saturday:  Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-7; Lk 11:27-28

Sunday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Phil 4:12-14, 19-
20; Mt 22:1-14 [1-10]

Mass INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
OCTOBER 5, 2020

Monday

8:30am

Tuesday

8:30am

Wednesday

8:30am Angel Maldonado (D)

Thursday

8:30am

Friday

8:30am Leonol Valle (D)

Saturday

7:45am

7:00pm Aniversario de Juan y Ana Garcia; Petra
Abelino & Josefina Taveras (D)

Sunday

8:00am People of SNT

9:30am Ana Jerez, Pedro Almonte, Humberto
Fernandez (D) (D)

11:30am Peter Scavetta (D)

1:30pm Maria Le T Gai (D)

OFrrERTORY COLLECTION
SEPTEMBER 20, 2020

Tithing: $4,812.78

Children: $0.00

Total: $4,812.78

Bronx, NY




SBH

Health System

www.SBHNY.ore

To get started today, please
call 718-960-3100.

f[Vlinl&)

BRILLA

Public Charter Schools

929-422-0128 - 347-996-9712

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

iVENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS
ABIERTAS!

December 19 | Diciembre 19
January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25
March 24 | Marzo 24
/ 5:30PM-6:30PM
www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org
Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

F20OD

MARKETPLACE

Fresh Produce e Counter Meat
Dairy e Frozen e Groceries
at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)
on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.
(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions
10% Sr. Citizen Discount - Wed Only

Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic
Dentistry

1 Fordham Hill Oval
718-584-5300

1160AM

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
8 of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
E Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

17990

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.comf ¢ Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

Sell,

NN W PALACE PAINT Buy @
et ’
534 East 180 St or Rent:

(718) 295-6188
www.palacepaints.com

Call me for a free

Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

5% OFF for Parishioners

Hablamos espafiol.

Consider Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®
Remembering Exit Realty Group
Your Parish in | 2000 Williamsbridge Rd. « Bronx, NY 10461

Your Will. Cell: 917-353-8808
For further information, Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

please call the Parish Office.

Advertising Sales

¢TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS
LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICION IDEAL PARA USTED.
Tiempo COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE 345K A 860K
CONVIERTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA
J.S. PALucH ComPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

Programa de Compensacion de la Co 0

apacidad disponible

Si estd interesado mande su curriculum por correo

electronico a boberr@jspaluch.com
www.jspaluch.com

0

NP

EOE

Your
ad
could
be in
this
space!

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

. ]| NIIPI
ATIONAL PUE R O RCH E

* Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
¢ Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823

EARN IONEY!
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM gy GOOD! maxe
wnnw.jspaluch.com POSITIVE IMPACT!

003009 St Nicholas of Tolentine

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263
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