
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor) 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. Joe Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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First Reading — Wisdom is easily discerned by those who 
love her (Wisdom 6:12-16). 
Psalm — My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God 
(Psalm 63). 
Second Reading — Since we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, through Jesus, God will bring with him those 
who have died (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 [13-14]). 
Gospel — Stay awake! You know neither the day nor the 
hour (Matthew 25:1-13). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                    
 

EXPECTING THE UNEXPECTED 
 If it ever crossed your mind that Jesus was somewhat lacking in a sense of humor, today’s Gospel 
should belie any such notion. Jesus’ story of the five wise and five foolish bridesmaids is downright hi-
larious. The circumstances of the story were surely familiar to Jesus’ listeners, just as they are—if we 
think about it—to us. Weddings never, ever start on time. There’s always a delay. Buttons pop off at the 
last minute. Flowers wilt. Cars full of wedding guests get caught in traffic. Soloists contract laryngitis. 
Brides or grooms or priests show up late! So the only reasonable way to approach a wedding is with a 
sense of humor, to realize that something probably will go awry, and, when that happens, to smile about 
it. 
 Jesus tells this funny story to encourage us to be watchful, yes; to be ready, yes. But he doesn’t tell it 
to make us dour and somber. The heavy-hearted tremble, waver, lose sight of their place and purpose, 
and fall asleep. The lighthearted know that the unexpected will happen—is bound to happen—so they 
are awake in their place and ready in their purpose when it comes. 

TRIMMED AND BURNING 
So how do we do this? Whether we are sitting in the pew or 
one of those involved more intimately in liturgical ministry, 
this is a call for spiritual self-maintenance. None of our 
scriptures today is passive. Seeking and waiting for God 
requires work. Presence and participation in the liturgy are 
among the easiest and most natural ways to provide fuel for 
our spiritual lamps. But like a car, we need to do more than 
just put in gasoline. There are other needs to attend to for 
upkeep. Just read the opportunities in this bulletin! Perhaps 
you may want to attend a parish scripture class or find a 
spiritual book to read. Sign up online to receive the daily 
readings or some sort of daily reflection. Find a spiritual 
podcast to listen to on your commute home from work or 
turn off the news and music and drive in morning silence. 
Share simple, regular prayer times as a family such as at 
meals and bedtime. Experience the sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion. Or maybe you do too much, and the call is to let go of 
something. Do not become burned out or lose heart. Take 
courage and remember, “The day is drawing nigh!” Amen.  

Actions have consequences. As children, we were often 
told that if we would do something, then we would re-
ceive a present or a reward. If we didn’t, it might result 
in a punishment. Geometry also uses the “If-Then State-
ment.” That is what our scriptures are like this Sunday. 
In each reading, there is a suggested action on our part, 
which will result in a desired outcome. There is a femi-
nine personification of God as Wisdom, Psalm 63 and 
the intimate thirsting for God, the letter to the Thessalo-
nians on believing in Christ, and Matthew’s parable of 
the wise and foolish virgins. In the world of instant eve-
rything, we are not good about being patient, and our 
follow-through can be terrible. But each reading in its 
own way promises us that if we diligently seek God, we 
will be blessed and rewarded, and that it is worth the 
work and the wait! 

KEEP YOUR LAMPS 
In the old spiritual, “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and 
Burning” we hear the imperative to wait and be ready, 
and while there are many variations, it usually ends “The 
world is nearly done.” “The time is drawing near.” or 
“The day is dawning nigh.” The liturgical year is near its 
end, and we begin to feel that tension of “already but not 
yet” as the readings become more eschatological (about 
the end-times) in nature. We are called to wait patiently. 
Yet, like the wise and foolish virgins, we run the risk of 
falling asleep, and or running out of oil. Waiting for 
God, preparing for God, requires much hope, much prep-
aration and discipline, and at times it is counter-intuitive. 
We must put aside impatience or the desire for immedi-
ate gratification and keep the end in sight. In running 
terms, it is not a sprint, but a marathon.  

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

November 9, 2020 

 
Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;  
 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22 
Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14; Ps 37:3-4, 18, 23, 27, 
 29; Lk 17:7-10 
Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7; Ps 23:1b-6; Lk 17:11-19 
Thursday: Phlm 7-20; Ps 146:7-10; Lk 17:20-25 
Friday: 2 Jn 4-9; Ps 119:1-2, 10-11, 17-18;  
 Lk 17:26-37 
Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8; Ps 112:1-6; Lk 18:1-8 
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; Ps 128:1-5;  
 1 Thes 5:1-6; Mt 25:14-30 [14-15, 19-
 21] 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

November 9, 2020 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Hn Nay, Diên, Thanh; Acción de gracias por 
    bendiciones recibidas, Por la bendición de  
    un trabajo 
Tuesday 
8:30am  Petra Ortiz, Benera Sufron, Wilberto Rivera, 
    Damaris Sanchez (D) 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Gilbert Jesus Colon (D) 
Thursday   
8:30am  Peace (Family) 
Friday   
8:30am  Acción de gracias al Sagrado Corazón de  
    Jesus 
Saturday 
7:45am   Maria Xuan (D) 
7:00pm      Juanita Soto, Erasmo Ramos. Eugenia  
    Soto (D); Altagracia Roman Rodriguez (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  Felix Antonio Hernandez (D) 
9:30am  Rosa Henriquez (D); Pepe Arichabala,  
    Mercedes Cintron (D) 
11:30am    Mary Velez (D); Peter Scavetta (D) 
1:30pm  Gioan (D) 
3:30pm  All souls 
   
  
 

Offertory Collection 

October 25, 2020 

 
Tithing:          $6,209.71       
Children:              $0.00       
Total:              $6,209.71     

Getting to Know You 
 

At the end of today’s Gospel, when the foolish virgins 
return from the quick shop with the oil, they are locked out of 
the wedding. The groom answers their pleas, not with a ques-
tion, “Why weren’t you ready?” but with the statement, “I don’t 
know you” (Mt 25:12). Now that sounds kind of odd, if the 
bridegroom represents the LORD, because God knows every-
thing, and everybody. In Matthew’s Gospel, this phrase seems 
to imply that “because you made no effort to know me, I don’t 
know you.” In other words, the oil in the parable stands for 
knowing the LORD. Or at least making an effort to know him. 

So what am I doing to get to know Jesus? One way to 
know someone is to act like them. Actors who portray a real 
person try to watch videos of that person to see how they talk, 
walk, relate to people, what kind of posture they have, how 
they dress, etc. We can act like Jesus by following his example 
of care for the poor and the sick, forgiving people who have 
done wrong, teaching people about God’s love, feeding the 
hungry, and giving God the credit for what we do. 

Another way to get to know someone is to talk to them. 
The more we pray, the more we get close to Jesus. We can 
praise God for Creation, we can thank God for all the giving 
(and forgiving!) We can ask for help for those we love and for 
God’s strength in our weakness (2 Cor 12:9). But we don’t get 
to know someone if we do all the talking. Our prayer can in-
clude time to be quiet and listen to the LORD. We also listen to 
God by reading God’s words in the Bible. And God can speak 
to some people in art, song, or poetry. The advice and wisdom 
of friends and relatives can also be God speaking to us. Hope-
fully, we can all find ways of getting to know the Lord, so that 
God can “recognize” us as friends.  
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Confessions are by appointment 
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 

an appointment time. 

The Archdiocese of New York takes stewardship of your 
donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or reason 
to suspect misconduct, please report your concerns via a 
toll-free hotline at 877-820-0541 or on the internet 
at http://www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY. Both are availa-
ble 24 hours per day. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

¡VENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS

ABIERTAS!
December 19 | Diciembre 19

January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25

March 24 | Marzo 24
5:30PM-6:30PM

929-422-0128 • 347-996-9712

www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org

Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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