
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor) 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. Joe Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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First Reading — The woman who fears the L  is to be 
praised (Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31). 
Psalm — Blessed are those who fear the Lord  
(Psalm 128). 
Second Reading — Brothers and sisters, you are children of 
the light (1 Thessalonians 5:1-6). 
Gospel — Since you were faithful in small matters, I will 
give you great responsibilities (Matthew 25:14-30 [14-15, 19
-21]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                      
 

CHANGE OUR LIVES 
 The letters of Paul to the Thessalonians are among his earliest writings, and are driven by his 
belief and the belief of the entire early Christian community that the return of Christ was imminent, 
and that devoting time or attention to anything else was foolish. 
 As time progressed, this fervor subsided a bit. Today we may wonder, when we hear these read-
ings about the coming end-times, if we should take them to heart, if we really believe that Christ still 
may come upon us as a “thief at night” (1 Thessalonians 5:2). Does this mean that we are to stop our 
long-range goal-setting, get rid of our yearly calendars and planners, or stop putting money in the col-
lege education fund? Of course not. What it does mean is that we need to change our lives, living like 
children of the light and illuminating the world around us with the light of the gospel. Then, on that 
day, when the details of our daily living become unimportant, we will be ready to find our peace and 
security in Christ Jesus. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

BEAR MUCH FRUIT  
 When the head of the household returned, the outcomes 
were just as varied as we and our responses might be. Some 
people are multitalented, and capable of accomplishing 
many great things, like the servant who turned five into ten. 
Others may be more inclined to do one or two things very 
well and may excel in them. Still, there are some who may 
struggle in life, and their accomplishments are very small. 
But those who made use of their gifts were praised and told, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” When it came to the 
second coming, the return of their master, they both made 
some effort. The only one in whom the head of household 
showed any disappointment was the one who made abso-
lutely no effort, the one who was frozen by fear or indiffer-
ence. As we journey toward the kingdom, there are not al-
ways clear instructions. We are simply asked to try, to give 
it our best effort. There is nothing in the passage to say that 
these servants didn’t make mistakes along the way, but their 
master saw them and loved and praised them for their ac-
tions, their attempts, as God will do with us. And now you 
know the rest of the story.  

Paul Harvey was a popular radio broadcaster with a daily 
program during which he would relate a historical anecdote, 
but it would have a twist at the end, and then he would in-
tone “and now you know the rest of the story.” Our scrip-
tures today are like that. We await the coming Christ as the 
readings describe for us how to be good servants, but they 
give us a limited picture. The famous Proverbs passage, 
“The Valiant Wife” is edited down from the full selection 
(31:10–31) to just a few verses. Take a couple moments to 
explore the fuller selection. Psalm 128 proclaims, “Blessed 
are those who fear the Lord,” but in this context “fear” 
doesn’t mean dread and trepidation. Rather, this kind of 
fear means “to show awe,” and there are wonderful promis-
es made to those who do. The letter to the Thessalonians 
continues the call to be alert, and Matthew shows us various 
ways that people might respond to God in the parable of the 
talents. The Gospel is presented in long and shortened ver-
sions; be sure to read the whole thing so you can get “the 
rest of the story.”  

REMAIN IN ME 
 In the story of the talents, the head of the household 
leaves the servants “talents” or money, which they are 
expected to foster and develop during the leader’s ab-
sence. Today we think of talent as an innate ability or a 
skill. It is interesting that they were distributed 
“according to ability,” which would express a certain 
intimacy as we realize that the master knew each one, 
and already had an idea of their capabilities. They were 
not given explicit instructions like “put this in the bank” 
or “invest this in your portfolio” or “take piano lessons.” 
Rather, we are told that the goods were divided unequal-
ly. One received five, one received two, and the last re-
ceived one. 

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

November 16, 2020 

 
Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-
 43 
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28, or  
 (for the memorial of the Dedication)  
 Acts 28:11-16, 30-31; Ps 98:1-6;  
 Mt 14:22-33 
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-
 44 
Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 
 131; Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27
 -40 
Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23:1-3, 5-6;  
 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

November 16, 2020 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Familia Rosario, Colon (D); Ane The (D) 
Tuesday 
8:30am  Maria Ngo & Maria Tin 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Eida Mercedes Ovando Castillo (D); Por la  
    salud de Olga & Ricardo Reyes Mendoza (L) 
Thursday   
8:30am  Germania Perez (D); Maria Sanchez (D) 
Friday   
8:30am  All Souls; Elsie Ortiz Ramirez, Ramona Then 
    Peña, Grecia Almanzar Sanchez (D) 
Saturday 
7:45am   Ana Lao & Giuse Hue (D) 
7:00pm      Bergani Moya, Cornelia Iliana, Ulda  
    Bratini (D); Acción de gracias a la Santisima 
    Trinidad 
Sunday 
8:00am  Thanksgiving (family); Maria Manuela  
    Lago (D) 
9:30am  Santa Diaz (D); Alicia Acosta (D); Maria  
    Elena Calderon (D); Eladia Rodriguez   
    Vasquez (D) 
11:30am    Miguel Pereira (D) 
1:30pm  Phaolo Binh (D) 
3:30pm  Phero Luc (D) 

Offertory Collection 

November 1, 2020 

 
Tithing:          $9,275.07       
Children:              $0.00       
Total:              $9,275.07     

We pray for the People of St. Nicholas of  
Tolentine. 

We pray for the sick: Marilyn Torain 
We pray for the dead: Celestina Garcia 

Use It or Lose It 
 

When I hear the Gospel reading for this Sunday, I won-
der what that third servant was doing all that time, after he bur-
ied the talent he was given. Probably nothing. What strikes me 
is that the word for money in this reading is “talent,” which in 
our language is an ability or skill. So maybe this parable can 
remind us to use our abilities and not let them go to waste. 

It is sad to see someone who is not very good at his 
job just because he never developed his inborn talents. But if 
you know what gifts or abilities God gave you, you can develop 
them to be much more than you expected. A person might be 
strong and fast, but if she exercises and practices, she could 
be a great athlete. The same with a spiritual gift. Just having 
one doesn’t make you a saint. So how do you know what gifts 
you have? 

First, ask God in your prayers to show you what gifts 
you have been given. Find a spiritual director, or even your 
parish priest, and talk about your life, your strengths and weak-
nesses. Read about saints and how they used their gifts to 
serve the Lord. Read the scriptures, especially the Acts of the 
Apostles or the Letters of Paul (e.g., 1 Corinthians 12:1–11). 
Listen humbly to friends or loved ones who can tell you what 
strengths they see in you. 

Second, look for ways to use your gifts. Check the par-
ish bulletin or website or your diocesan newspaper for activities 
and organizations that you could take part in. Hospitals, 
schools, shelters, and nursing homes frequently offer opportu-
nities for volunteers. If one kind of service seems attractive to 
you, that could be God’s way of telling you to try it. On the oth-
er hand, a job that seems very challenging could be what you 
need to stretch your spiritual muscles. Or you may see a need 
for some service that you can get started in the parish or com-
munity. 

Just remember that you are called to service by your 
baptism and confirmation. Don’t bury that calling by procrasti-
nating or being afraid to try. Remember the “useless servant” 
with the one talent who was fearful and lazy (Matthew 25:25–
26). At least he can remind us to use it or lose it. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Confessions are by appointment 
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 

an appointment time. 

The Archdiocese of New York takes stewardship of your 
donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or reason 
to suspect misconduct, please report your concerns via a 
toll-free hotline at 877-820-0541 or on the internet 
at http://www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY. Both are availa-
ble 24 hours per day. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

¡VENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS

ABIERTAS!
December 19 | Diciembre 19

January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25

March 24 | Marzo 24
5:30PM-6:30PM

929-422-0128 • 347-996-9712

www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org

Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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