
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor) 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. Joe Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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First Reading — We are the clay and you, O Lord, are the 
potter: we are the work of your hands  
(Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7). 
Psalm — Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and 
we shall be saved (Psalm 80). 
Second Reading — God is faithful; by God you were called 
to fellowship with the Son (1 Corinthians 1:3-9). 
Gospel — Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when 
the time will come. (Mark 13:33-37). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     First Sunday of Advent                                                             
 

MARK’S JESUS 
 Mark’s Gospel is the shortest and tersest of all four. The discourses of Jesus tend to be ters-
er as well. Mark’s portrayal of Jesus has none of the poetry of the Sermon on the Mount or the 
Sermon on the Plain as in Matthew or Luke, nor the extensive, reflective “I Am” discourses as 
in John. Mark’s Jesus “cuts to the chase,” we would say today. This is reflected quite well in 
today’s passage. 
 It is no accident that the dialogue of Jesus at this point in the Gospel according to Mark—
the concluding words about the end of the world—immediately before his passion, is riddled 
with exclamation points and an overall sense of urgency. 
 We would do well to re-tool our own way of living this Advent, for we live in a world ur-
gently in need of hearing the message of Jesus proclaimed. It’s time for us to “wake up!” and 
get out into the world to do it. 

WATCH! 
This author was very aware of the language of “master/
servant” in the Gospel today and is reading it and praying it in 
light of discussions on racism in recent months. Perhaps this 
goes with the last imperative at the end of the parable to 
“Watch!” This year has taught us to be alert in our actions such 
as social distancing, masks, and sanitizing, as well as in our 
language and even our thoughts. Now how do we apply that to 
our spirituality, to our faith? For many, due to restrictions on 
numbers in church, singing, and choirs, this has meant learning 
to pray in a whole different way. The celebration of liturgy is 
the same as ever, with its focus always on the Word and the 
Eucharist, but for those in the pew, or still watching on 
livestream, the sense of active participation has taken on a very 
different meaning from how most of us have experienced litur-
gy in our lifetime. It feels like we have become spectators ra-
ther than participants. Perhaps this challenge can move us from 
complacency in our faith, to rediscover and relate to God in 
new ways, and call us to be even stronger in our personal faith. 
We must remain diligent. We must “watch.” We must hope. 
We must love. We must pray.  

With Advent we begin a new church year as we renew 
our preparations for the coming of Christ. The scriptures 
show a profound movement from despair in the first 
reading, as we feel the wrath of God’s anger and a sense 
of being abandoned, to the responsorial psalm, which 
begs us to turn toward God, and the second reading 
where we see a glimmer of hope. Brimstone returns in 
the Gospel. This sense of unease and pain is much like 
what we have endured throughout 2020 with COVID-19, 
racial struggles, and political campaigns. Frankly, every-
one is ready for a restart, for a do-over, for a better year. 
We can understand the heartfelt prayer of the prophet 
Isaiah: “Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come 
down.” Hide not your face from us, O God, but during 
these days of Advent may you reveal yourself to each of 
us once again.  

BE WATCHFUL! BE ALERT! 
When Jesus does not speak in eloquent sentenc-

es, but barks out imperative statements such as in our 
Gospel reading today, one can understand the urgency. 
There is no place for flowery language. “Be watchful! Be 
alert!” One has a sense that these should be written in 
bold or all caps! He tells the parable of the homeowner 
leaving his workers at home, with no knowledge of when 
he would return. Without phones and texts and travel 
schedules it could have meant the homeowner was re-
turning sometime in the day, or sometime in the coming 
month or year. So Jesus is not telling us, “You have to 
behave for a little bit,” but rather, “You must live your 
life and work like the homeowner is always here. You 
must always be prepared.” 

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

November 30, 2020 

 
Monday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-
 31  
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;  
 Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14;  
 Mk 1:1-8 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

November 30, 2020 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Gracias a Dios; John Baptist Chat (D) 
Tuesday 
8:30am  Petra Ortiz, Benera Sufron, Wilberto Rivera, 
    Damaris Sanchez (D); Rafael Tejera &  
    Angelica Monegro (D) 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Maria Thuan (D); Divino Niño Jesus, San  
    Miguel Arcangel, Jesus Sacramento &  
    Angelica Monegro (D) 
Thursday   
8:30am  Roberto Cruz (D); Maria, Ana, Vicente (D) 
Friday   
8:30am  Peace (family); San Judas Tadeo, Virgen de 
    las Mercedes, Santa Ana 
Saturday 
7:45am   Phero, Phaolo, Maria (D) 
7:00pm      Carmen Delia Rivera Pagan (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  Phero Luc (D) 
9:30am  Bienvenido Bourdierd (D); Valentine  
    Morel (D) & Gilberto Romero (D); Luz De la 
    Cruz (D) 
11:30am    Peter Scavetta (D) 
1:30pm  Maria Thuan (D) 
3:30pm  Gracias a Dios; William Lopez (D) 
   
  
 

Offertory Collection 

November 15, 2020 

 
Tithing:          $5,698.44      
Children:              $0.00       
Total:              $5,698.44     

Watch Out! 
 

In Advent, we celebrate our hope that the Lord might 
come more fully into our lives. The first reading from Isaiah 
voices the hope of sinners for a redeemer. As sinners, we too 
hope for forgiveness. Unlike Isaiah, we know that God has 
come to bring us back, when the Father sent his Son, Jesus, to 
save us. And God’s power was manifest in the raising of Christ 
from the dead. Our faith in Jesus leads us to a new way of 
looking at the world. We can see what God is doing as well as 
remembering what God has done. 

The Gospel reminds us to look constantly for signs of 
God’s work. Jesus says simply, “Watch!” Like the gatekeepers 
in Jesus’ short parable, we need to keep our eyes open for 
him. Just as we expect people driving cars to turn off their cell 
phones and keep their eyes on the road, so we can stop look-
ing for whatever makes us comfortable and watch for ways to 
love others as God loves us. 

When we only look out for ourselves, we may miss the 
signs of God’s presence around us. Instead of looking at the 
difficulties of life as obstacles, we can watch for them as oppor-
tunities to stretch our faith, to rely on God, or to show God’s 
love to a friend. The recent re-translation of the prayers of the 
Mass can be an opportunity to stretch our faith and our under-
standing of the Eucharist. 

The Corinthians were also watching for the Lord to 
come. Paul encourages them (and us) by his reminder that we 
“are not lacking in any spiritual gift” (1 Corinthians 1:7). The 
Holy Spirit gives us all we need to help each other prepare for 
the Lord’s coming. They were thinking of Jesus as coming in 
glory. Though we don’t see the full glory of the Lord, part of 
that glory is his presence in the sacraments. In them we cele-
brate not just the coming of the Lord, but his working in the 
world. He shares his life with us in baptism, gives us his Spirit 
in confirmation and himself in the Eucharist, heals us in recon-
ciliation and the anointing of the sick, and calls us to make him 
present to others in holy orders and matrimony. You could al-
most say his second coming is taking place now. Watch for it. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Confessions are by appointment 
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 

an appointment time. 

The Archdiocese of New York takes stewardship of your 
donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or reason 
to suspect misconduct, please report your concerns via a 
toll-free hotline at 877-820-0541 or on the internet 
at http://www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY. Both are availa-
ble 24 hours per day. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

¡VENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS

ABIERTAS!
December 19 | Diciembre 19

January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25

March 24 | Marzo 24
5:30PM-6:30PM

929-422-0128 • 347-996-9712

www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org

Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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