
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor) 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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First Reading — The rugged land shall be made a plain; the 
rough country, a broad valley (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11). 
Psalm — Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your 
salvation (Psalm 85). 
Second Reading — Conduct yourselves in holiness, has-
tening the coming of the day of God (2 Peter 3:8-14). 
Gospel — I have baptized you with water; he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:1-8). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     Second Sunday of Advent                                                             
 

GOD’S DELAY 
 In times of great difficulties scoffers taunt us, “Where is God? Why hasn’t your Lord come to 
save you now?” 
 And we of faith respond much in the same way as Peter did in today’s second reading: the 
“delay” of the Lord’s second coming is not any type of punishment or failure to keep the di-
vine promise, but a loving sign of God’s patience. God is giving everyone the chance to seek 
repentance. 
 God does not make life more difficult. Rather, God lessens our burdens as once before for 
the Jewish exiles returning home to Judea after captivity in Babylon. It was God who personal-
ly led them, making a “straight highway” for them across the desert. 
 We join with our ancestors of faith, who hoped that they might see God’s Chosen One be-
fore them and who eventually realized that the Lord was also walking with them side by side. 

DON’T SHOOT THE MESSENGER  
While proclaiming the coming Christ is a thing of 

joy, John’s words are also harsh, reminding us to repent and 
prepare. People were threatened by them two thousand years 
ago, and some still are today. People can hear them and be 
turned off by “fire and brimstone,” and none of us like to be 
told what to do. But think about it. This year, we have all 
engaged in social distancing and endured hardships to pro-
tect our families and others.  
Similarly, when you have company coming, you do house 
cleaning, meal prep, and lots of things to make the place 
ready for the arrival of your guests—necessary preparation. 
So we as individuals must make ourselves ready for the 
coming Christ to reside in us. This may mean repenting for 
sins, seeking the sacrament of penance, or taking time with a 
spiritual director. Perhaps it means carving out more times 
and places for Christ to be born in our hearts or taking on 
another spiritual practice. Maybe it means simply doing 
what the psalm asked and using our eyes and ears and mind 
and heart to seek Christ.  

In 2020, we heard plenty of voices speaking out and 
sharing their opinions, but many of those words were not 
comforting or hope-filled. Sometimes, it was hard to 
know which expert or “instant expert” to listen to, and it 
is still difficult to hope as we struggle to regain our bal-
ance as a nation and as a Church. The Word of God of-
fers us peace this day. All our readings remind us of a 
faithful God who always keeps the promises made. Isai-
ah prophesied about the end of Jerusalem’s time away 
from God, and the Psalm speaks of “seeing God’s kind-
ness and hearing what God proclaims.” Second Peter 
explains that God’s timing may not be the same as ours, 
but good things await those who are alert. In the Gospel, 
John the Baptist reiterates and completes the prophecy of 
Isaiah by laying the groundwork and preparing the way 
for those who await the coming of the Messiah.  

THE BEGINNING 
With COVID-19, much time is spent wondering 

“where did it start?” or “who passed it on to whom?” Though 
science can tell us much there are many unanswered ques-
tions. Today’s Gospel is about as concrete as sacred scripture 
gets. We know this is the beginning of the Gospel of Mark, 
which was the first Gospel to be written down in about 70 
AD. Unlike Luke and John, Mark does not begin with an 
infancy narrative of Jesus. He starts by proclaiming the 
prophecy of Isaiah. This section was written six hundred 
years before Christ, in another time of great upheaval, as the 
Israelites were displaced from their homeland during the 
Babylonian Exile. The first words of Isaiah 40 are “Comfort, 
comfort, my people.” John the Baptist starts by explaining he 
is the go-between, sent to “Prepare the way.”  

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

December 7, 2020 

 
Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-
 12; Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-
 30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9, 10-13ab;  
 Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 
 10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 
 1:39-47, or any readings from the Com-
 mon of the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 
 707-712 
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54;  
 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28  

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

December 7, 2020 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Maria Xuan (D); Hotoniel Cruz Dominguez, 
    Felix Cruz Ramirez (L) 
Tuesday 
8:30am  Maria Thuan (D); Hotoniel Cruz Ramirez,  
    Marisol Ramirez (L) 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Ana Tho (D); Maria Rosa Marmol (L), Almas 
    del purgatorio, Hotoniel Cruz Ramirez (L),  
    Liberación Familia Cruz Ramirez 
Thursday   
8:30am  Maria (D); Vicente Nhi (D); Hotoniel Cruz  
    Ramirez (L), Liberación Familia Cruz   
    Ramirez 
Friday   
8:30am  Peace (family) 
Saturday 
7:45am   Ana Thy Nguyen (D); Maria Nguyet (D) 
7:00pm      Acción de gracias por todo lo recibido en el 
    año; Clara Emilia Hernandez (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  Felix Antonio Hernandez (D); John & Eileen 
    Grant - 50th Wedding Anniversary 
9:30am  Dominga Rojas 
11:30am    Mary Velez, Hector Serrano, Alfredo  
    Serrano (D) 
1:30pm  Phero Phach (D) 
3:30pm  All Souls 
   
  
 

Offertory Collection 

November 22, 2020 

 
Tithing:          $6,470.22      
Children:              $0.00       
Total:              $6,470.22     

Prepare the Way of the Lord 
 

Saint Peter shows us a characteristic of God that we 
normally do not think about. He tells us that for God, “a day is 
like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day” (1 
Peter 3:8). Somehow, God is not restricted by time as we are. 
Taken literally, that seems to violate the laws of physics. Of 
course, God made those laws, so if anyone can ignore them, 
God certainly could. More likely, because early Christians 
sometimes complained that Jesus’ second coming had been 
delayed, Peter is trying to tell us that what seems like a long 
time to us is nothing to God. 

Like the early Christians, we may wonder how long it 
will take for God to answer our prayers. We may be praying for 
someone who is looking for a job, a sick relative, an end to 
abortion, or world peace. Some prayers just take time to be 
answered, especially if a large number of people need to 
change their hearts to make it happen. Some prayers require 
us to change, and we may not be ready. 

What Peter means is that a thousand years is not too 
long for God if someone needs that long to repent. God is far 
more patient than we are. If someone had been fighting me for 
months or years, I would probably give up on them. But God 
can wait till we are mature enough to face our sins and be sor-
ry for them. In the same way, God has been “waiting” over two 
thousand years for us to preach the gospel to all nations. God 
has been waiting for millennia for people to give up war as a 
means for solving our problems. God has been waiting since 
the beginning of the human race for us to learn how to love our 
neighbor. 

We might not be as patient as God but we can help. 
Saint Peter says that we are not just waiting for the Lord’s re-
turn, we are hastening it. When we make a choice that is 
based on faith rather than selfishness, we make it a little easier 
for people to believe in God. Jesus is the light of the world; he 
asks us to let our light shine, so that people can see Jesus in 
us. May our light “prepare the way of the Lord”  (Mark 1:3). 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Confessions are by appointment 
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 

an appointment time. 

The Archdiocese of New York takes stewardship of your 
donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or reason 
to suspect misconduct, please report your concerns via a 
toll-free hotline at 877-820-0541 or on the internet 
at http://www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY. Both are availa-
ble 24 hours per day. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

¡VENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS

ABIERTAS!
December 19 | Diciembre 19

January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25

March 24 | Marzo 24
5:30PM-6:30PM

929-422-0128 • 347-996-9712

www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org

Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


