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Mass SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor)

11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor)

1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir)
3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)

7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat)

CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION

All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession,
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in
the parish office at anytime.

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in
the Baptismal Program.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS)
At the parish office by appointment.

MARRIAGE
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the
wedding.

VISITS TO THE SICK
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound
who desire the sacraments.

NEW PARISHIONERS

Welcome to all parishioners.

We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff.

Parisa Orrice Hours

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open (12 pm - 1 pm closed)

1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open (5 p.m. -6 p.m. closed) 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open
SATURDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

SUNDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

JOHN THE BAPTIST
At a school open house a woman could be overheard introducing her husband to some of the

other parents. “Oh, Bill, I'd like you to meet Johnny’s father. And over here, this is Marie’s
mom; you know, the little girl from our Ellen’s soccer team.”
With satisfied resignation Bill introduced himself not by name: “I’m Ellen’s Dad.”
: It’s good to know who you are. Be it someone’s father or mother, son or daughter, husband or
Wife, it’s important to embrace the full meaning of our various roles.
John the Baptist knows who he is. And who he is not. He is not the Christ. Nor Elijah. Nor
ike any other prophet God’s people had ever seen.
¢ John the Baptist knows his mission is divine. He’s more than satisfied to be the one to announce

&8 ; the coming of God’s reign. The Christ is near. Make straight your paths.

s Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

First Reading — As a garden makes its growth spring up,
so will God make justice spring up before all the nations
(Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11).

Psalm — My soul rejoices in my God

(Luke 1:46-50, 53-54).

Second Reading — Do not quench the Spirit. Do not des-
pise prophetic utterances. Test everything; retain what is
good (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24).

Gospel — I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
make straight the way of the Lord (John 1:6-8, 19-28).

WILL THE REAL MESSIAH PLEASE STAND UP?

The Jewish people were waiting for their messiah,
they were waiting for a hero. They prodded John several times
trying to figure out what his role actually was, and to see what
he knew. It became a guessing game. He tried to say nothing,
but finally answered in a humble fashion, “I am not he.” He
baptized with water as a means of leading people to the coming
Christ and helping them to prepare. He somehow avoided the
trappings of success that would turn his light on himself. Today
he remains a road sign for us, pointing out Christ our Light.

We all want someone to rescue us, and most likely to
fix the mistakes and errors that we continue to make as individ-
uals and as nations. Much of that is human nature. Would there
be as much fascination with superheroes if this were not the
case? How many times do you as an adult turn to your folks for
advice, or wish you could talk to a deceased parent? Some need
help emotionally, others spiritually, others financially. The re-
ality is that it is tough to get your “ducks in a row” and always
has been. Today’s encouraging message is for us to always
look to the Light for our help. May we always be like John the
Baptist and testify how Jesus Christ, the Light of the World,
has been our Savior.

The readings this week bear a certain similarity to those
of last week—we hear a prophecy from Isaiah that is
reiterated by John the Baptist in Mark’s Gospel—but
today the focus is different. Last week John told us to
repent. Today he is the light leading us to God. Today is
also known as “Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday,” as the read-
ing from First Thessalonians commands us to “Rejoice in
the Lord always.” We are to rejoice. Right now. Com-
bined with last Sunday, this seems like a mixed message.
“Which is it? Repenting or Rejoicing?” But John is tell-
ing us that one leads to the other. As we prepare for the
coming of our Savior we must first repent and then re-
joice.

A LITTLE GOOD NEWS

Many years ago, Canadian singer Ann Murray
had a hit song that spoke of her frustrations as she lis-
tened to the radio and read the headlines. She sang that
“we sure could use a little good news today.” It strikes
me that this is the message that the readings want us to
leave with this week. The Gospel Antiphon proclaims,
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because God has
anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor” (from Isai-
ah 61:1 and Luke 4: 18). John the Baptist is here to testi-
fy to the light, to the Good News.

Please visit our website for all the latest information and
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org
and join us on Facebook,

St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish

Bronx, NY




St. NicHOLAS OF TOLENTINE

DECEMBER 13, 2020

Reasons to Rejoice

Saint Paul seems to be throwing out a handful of say-
ings that may sound overly optimistic, but are actually very
practical. “Rejoice always? Who can do that?” It sounds ab-
surd, but the next two lines give it context: If we pray constantly
and thank God for all that happens to us, we have reason to
rejoice. Whatever happens is the will of God for us. Even the
bad things, things we don'’t like, can be allowed by God, so that
God can bring good out of them. God allows sin because it
leads to forgiveness, an experience of God’s love for us. And
God allows even death, because God can bring us to eternal
life.

The next two sayings may be a little obscure. When
Paul tells us not to quench the Spirit, he means we should be
open to what the Holy Spirit moves us to do. “Prophetic utter-
ances” refer to things that other people were inspired to pro-
claim. If we pray constantly (1 Thessalonians 5:17) we won'’t be
so distracted by the things of this world that we cannot hear the
promptings of the Holy Spirit in us. We won’t be so critical of
others that we miss what the Spirit is telling us through them.

How do we know if something really is from the Spirit?
The next phrase helps with that: Test everything. Retain what
is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21). Use the scriptures, the teach-
ings of the Church, and your conscience to decide whether the
Spirit is moving you, or if advice you hear is worthwhile. And
most of all trust God to help with all this because God wants us
to be holy. God will make us holy if we only allow it. Then we
will be ready for the coming of the Lord, whether through the
sacraments, the celebration of Christmas, or God’s final com-

ing in glory. I'd say that’s a reason to rejoice.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

REaDINGS FOR THE WEEK
DECEMBER 14, 2020

2021 Mass book is now open
for mass intentions.

The Archdiocese of New York takes stewardship of your
donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or reason
to suspect misconduct, please report your concerns via a
toll-free hotline at 877-820-0541 or on the internet
at http://www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY. Both are availa-
ble 24 hours per day.

Confessions are by appointment
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for
an appointment time.

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, Tbc-
9; Mt 21:23-27

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18,
19, 23; Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21¢c-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;
Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17,
Mt 1:1-17

Friday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Mt 1:18-25

Saturday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;
Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27,
29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

Mass INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
DECEMBER 14, 2020

Monday

8:30am Altagracia Roman Rodriguez (D); Masis
Obando (D)

Tuesday

8:30am Felix Antonio Hernandez (D)

Wednesday

8:30am Jesus Sacramentado y favores recibidos

Thursday

8:30am Maria Phu (D)

Friday

8:30am All Souls

Saturday

7:45am Maria Thuan (D); Maria Truc (D)

7:00pm Germania Perez (D); Emma Santos Diaz (D)

Sunday

8:00am People of SNT

9:30am Cecilia Lagos (D); Santa Diaz, Rosa
Figueroa, Santana Valentin (D)

11:30am

1:30pm Anton Doanh (D)

3:30pm Maria Thuan (D)

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
NOVEMBER 29, 2020

Tithing: $4,862.82

Children: $0.00

Total: $4,862.82

Bronx, NY




SBH

Health System

www.SBHNY.ore

To get started today, please
call 718-960-3100.

f[Vlinl&)

BRILLA

Public Charter Schools

929-422-0128 - 347-996-9712

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

iVENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS
ABIERTAS!

December 19 | Diciembre 19
January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25
March 24 | Marzo 24
/ 5:30PM-6:30PM
www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org
Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

F20OD

MARKETPLACE

Fresh Produce e Counter Meat
Dairy e Frozen e Groceries
at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)
on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.
(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions
10% Sr. Citizen Discount - Wed Only

Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic
Dentistry

1 Fordham Hill Oval
718-584-5300

1160AM

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
8 of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
E Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

17990

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.comf ¢ Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

Sell,

NN W PALACE PAINT Buy @
et ’
534 East 180 St or Rent:

(718) 295-6188
www.palacepaints.com

Call me for a free

Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

5% OFF for Parishioners

Hablamos espafiol.

Consider Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®
Remembering Exit Realty Group
Your Parish in | 2000 Williamsbridge Rd. « Bronx, NY 10461

Your Will. Cell: 917-353-8808
For further information, Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

please call the Parish Office.

Advertising Sales

¢TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS
LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICION IDEAL PARA USTED.
Tiempo COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE 345K A 860K
CONVIERTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA
J.S. PALucH ComPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

Programa de Compensacion de la Co 0

apacidad disponible

Si estd interesado mande su curriculum por correo

electronico a boberr@jspaluch.com
www.jspaluch.com

0

NP

EOE

Your
ad
could
be in
this
space!

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

. ]| NIIPI
ATIONAL PUE R O RCH E

* Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available
¢ Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823

EARN IONEY!
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM gy GOOD! maxe
wnnw.jspaluch.com POSITIVE IMPACT!

003009 St Nicholas of Tolentine

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263
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