
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor) 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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First Reading — Behold my servant with whom I am 
pleased; he shall bring forth justice to the nations  
(Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7) or Isaiah 55:1-11. 
Psalm — The Lord will bless his people with peace (Psalm 
29) or Isaiah 12:2-6. 
Second Reading — God anointed him with the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 10:34-38) or 1 John 5:1-9. 
Gospel — You are my beloved Son, with you I am well 
pleased (Mark 1:7-11). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     The Baptism of the Lord                                                                
 

THE WATERS OF BAPTISM 
 When new sod is put in, it needs constant saturation with water. Landscapers say that this “knits” the 
sod to the soil. The same when a branch is grafted onto a tree: the poultice that joins them at the splice 
must be kept wet at all times. Water is the stuff that binds the very cells of our bodies together. No won-
der religions throughout all times and cultures have used it so prominently. When Jesus stepped into the 
Jordan for baptism, he “knit” himself to what had come before him. By going to the Jordan, he made 
himself one with the people of Israel who had crossed it into their Promised Land. With John the Baptist, 
Christ wove himself into the prophetic tradition that heralded the coming reign of God. He had become 
fully human in the waters of Mary’s womb, and by partaking in the rite of the baptism of repentance, 
Jesus identified himself with our sinful, frail humanity. It is through the waters of baptism that Christ 
continues to graft new members onto his Body, the Church; through these waters we are cleansed from 
sin and filled with the promise of grace, given our destiny for eternal life. For us, as for Jesus, it is also 
the waters of baptism that inaugurate our mission to proclaim the Good News. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

BEING THE MESSAGE 
As John humbly carried out his mission and Jesus ac-

cepted this simple baptism by John, the Holy Spirit indeed 
came down upon Jesus, and God proclaimed for the first time, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” Thus 
Jesus began his formal ministry. There must have been much 
that he already knew, but also much that he uncovered each 
day in his encounters with the disciples and the crowds. As he 
responded “yes” to the Father over and over, his thirst was 
quenched and his spirit strengthened. 

How many times do we witness baptisms in the par-
ish? The priest ministers with simple elements of water and oil, 
but the Spirit is called down each time. Every time we partici-
pate, we are experiencing the message, experiencing the call 
again. How many times have we blessed ourselves with holy 
water, or participated in a sprinkling rite? Yet in these days, 
when church fonts are empty due to safety precautions, we 
need to remember those other times, trust in God, and sing the 
prayer of Isaiah in our hearts about drawing the water joyfully. 
We must trust in the message. We must become the message of 
God’s saving action through our baptism and our lives. 

It may seem obvious that the theme for the Baptism of 
the Lord is “water,” but when one spends time with the 
readings today, one can see many different connotations 
for that water and its power. Isaiah calls the poor who are 
thirsty and tired to come to the water and take the spiritu-
al food and drink that will be provided if we but seek the 
Lord. Here, God is both destination and consolation. The 
responsorial psalm follows suit with the image of draw-
ing water from the springs of salvation. 1 John takes us 
to the reality of Christ as eucharist: not only Jesus’ birth 
and baptism, but his death, as we hear that Jesus came 
“by water and by blood.” The Gospel depicts John bap-
tizing Jesus with water, and the Spirit baptizing Jesus. 
We experience both the humanity and the divinity of 
Christ. Indeed, water has much power to save us.  

BEING THE MESSENGER 
When we go to a pop music concert, there is often 

an opening act. Usually they are a young group on their 
way up, or older musicians who are past their prime and 
still hanging on in the business. This is indeed a hard job. In 
the comedy world it is the same thing. You have to warm 
up the crowd. You are not who they are coming to see, and 
audiences may be unresponsive, come in late, or not pay a 
lot of attention. Yet John had no problem being the opening 
act, the messenger, the harbinger of faith for Jesus. He was 
very devout in his faith and knew what his role was. Many 
Jews were actively seeking a messiah, and he was quick to 
let them know that he was not the one for whom they were 
waiting. “I have baptized you with water; he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.” Yet he conducted his ministry 
with faith and hope.  

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

Janaury 11, 2021 

 
Monday: Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9; Mk 1:14-
 20 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-
 28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-
 39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1
 -12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-
 17 
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10;  
 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

January 11, 2021 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Peace (family); Acción de gracias al  
    Sagrado Corazón de Jesus; Dan Anthony T. 
    Birondo (D) 
Tuesday 
8:30am   
Wednesday 
8:30am   
Thursday   
8:30am  Altagracia Roman Rodriguez (D) 
Friday   
8:30am  Felix Antonio Hernandez (D) 
Saturday 
7:45am   Phero Nghê (D) 
7:00pm      San Judas Tadeo, Antonia Galbaci (D),  
    Virgen Maria; Miriam Gonzalez (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  Maria Olinda Ramirez (D) 
9:30am  San Judas Tadeo, Antonia Galbaci (D),  
    Virgen Maria 
11:30am     
1:30pm  LH ong ba To Tien (D) 
3:30pm  Grace Archibald (D) 
   
  
 

Offertory Collection 

December 27, 2020 

 
Tithing:          $5,484.98      
Children:              $0.00       
Total:              $5,484.98     

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

Sunday 
The Baptism of the Lord 

Monday 
First Week in Ordinary Time begins 

Wednesday 
St. Hilary 
Saturday 

Blessed Virgin Mary New Year’s Day; First Friday 
 

The Sign of the Cross 
 At the beginning of our prayer, we make the sign of the 
cross together. This sign, simple and powerful, operates on 
many levels. We trace the sign of the cross over our bodies, 
reminding ourselves that the cross of Christ has become our 
source of resurrection, life, and grace. With this sign, we also 
profess our faith in the Trinity: the presider does not say “in the 
names,” but “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit”—three persons, one God. The sign of the cross 
is also a baptismal reminder, for every sign of the cross echoes 
the words spoken over us at our baptism, which marked our 
entry into the saving mystery of Christ. This many-layered sign 
is also our primary sign of blessing: the cross is traced over 
people, places, and things upon which we ask God to impart 
divine benediction. 
 In blessing ourselves with the sign of the cross at the be-
ginning of Mass, we acknowledge the mystery that has gath-
ered us together: that Christ, the crucified and risen One, is 
living, and that we are members of his Body. Our response, our 
Amen, is our yes to all this, our first profession of faith. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Confessions are by appointment 
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 

an appointment time. 

The Archdiocese of New York takes stewardship of your 
donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or reason 
to suspect misconduct, please report your concerns via a 
toll-free hotline at 877-820-0541 or on the internet 
at http://www.reportlineweb.com/ADNY. Both are availa-
ble 24 hours per day. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

¡VENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS

ABIERTAS!
December 19 | Diciembre 19

January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25

March 24 | Marzo 24
5:30PM-6:30PM

929-422-0128 • 347-996-9712

www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org

Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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