
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor) 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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First Reading — The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in 
faith (Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18). 
Psalm — I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the liv-
ing (Psalm 116). 
Second Reading — If God is for us, who can be against us? 
(Romans 8:31b-34). 
Gospel — Jesus was transfigured before them, and his 
clothes became dazzling white (Mark 9:2-10). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     Second Sunday of Lent                                                                  
 

HISTORY OF SALVATION 
 The first reading today continues the “history of salvation” narrative that we hear through-
out Lent this year. Today’s story was among the best-loved in the Jewish tradition (surely Jo-
seph told the story to young Jesus as he formed him in the ways of their faith); the early fathers 
of the Church were very fond of it as a means of explaining the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. 
The overall tone of the first reading, psalm, and second reading seems a little incongruous with 
the dazzling Gospel, until we remember that the Transfiguration was placed as the Gospel for 
this Sunday precisely to remind us of the glory that awaits those who live faithfully and obedi-
ently to the will of God. In the life of Jesus, it is a preview of the glory of his resurrection; for 
us it is a glimpse of the destiny of those who continue, as we heard in last week’s Gospel, to 
repent and believe in the Good News. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

HOW COULD GOD ASK ABRAHAM TO DO THAT? 
 Through the centuries, Christians and Jews alike have 
found the Binding of Isaac one of the most difficult passages 
in the Bible. Even though God intervenes to save Isaac, the 
whole episode strikes some readers as cruel. However, 
Abraham, the ultimate man of faith, raises no objection, of-
fers no resistance as he simply goes about preparing for the 
trip and the sacrifice. ` 
 Today’s other readings might help us see that text differ-
ently. In Mark’s description of the Transfiguration, Jesus’ 
clothes become white and shining, and Moses and Elijah 
appear with him. Moses was the great liberator and lawgiver 
who led the Jews out of bondage in Egypt and into the wil-
derness, forming them into the people of Israel by giving 
them the Law he received from God. Elijah was among Is-
rael’s greatest prophets, so close to God that, at the end of 
his life, he was taken up into heaven by a fiery chariot. To-
gether, Moses and Elijah represent the Law and the Proph-
ets, the ultimate authority for the Jews in the conduct of 
their daily lives. 

Today’s first reading, known as “the Binding of Isaac,” 
refers to the way Isaac is bound and laid upon the wood of 
the altar of sacrifice. God directs Abraham to offer his son 
in sacrifice, killing the beloved son that had been a special 
gift to him and Sarah in their old age. How could God ask 
Abraham to do such a thing? Abraham offers no resistance, 
but in preparing for the sacrifice, Abraham may have 
agreed with the psalmist that he was “greatly afflicted.” 
Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans refers to Jesus as God’s 
beloved Son, which is also how God identifies Jesus to Pe-
ter, James, and John at the Transfiguration. Afterward, Je-
sus tells those disciples not to mention the event to anyone 
until after his resurrection from the dead. The event, togeth-
er with Jesus’ comments, leaves the disciples thoroughly 
confused. 

LOVE AND GENEROSITY 
 The Law, the Prophets—and Jesus. For Paul, Jesus is 
someone quite different from the other two. The reading 
from his letter to the Romans is short, but rich in meaning. 
When Paul declares that God “did not spare his own Son,” 
and when God praises Abraham “who did not withhold 
from me your own beloved son,” it is the same Greek word 
for “spare” and “withhold.” God’s voice at the Transfigura-
tion identifies Jesus as his “beloved Son”—the same way 
God refers to Isaac as Abraham’s beloved son. Ultimately, 
God spares Isaac but not his own Son, whom he “handed 
over for us.” Even if we are disturbed that God tested Abra-
ham like this, Paul says we should be overwhelmingly 
grateful that God did for us what, in the end, he did not re-
quire of Abraham. Jesus, God’s Son “handed over to us” in 
love and generosity, is already a sacrificial gift, signifying 
that God wants to give us “everything else along with him.” 

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

March 1, 2021 

 
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-
 38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21,  23; 
 Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;  
 Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-
 21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;  
 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sunday: Ex 20:1-17 [1-3, 7-8, 12-17]; Ps 19:8- 11; 
 1Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25 
 Alternate readings (Year A): Ex 17:3-7; 
 Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;  
 Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]  

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

March 1, 2021 
 
Monday   
8:30am   
Tuesday 
8:30am  Phero & Maria (D) 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Dominico (D)  
Thursday   
8:30am   
Friday   
8:30am  Đaminh (D) 
Saturday 
7:45am   Đaminh Tuan (D) 
7:00pm      La salud de Ana Cruz; Pedro Alexis  
    Ferreras (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  People of SNT 
9:30am  Elvira Cruz (D); Macedonia Guadalupe (D); 
    Acción de gracias a la Milagrosa 
11:30am    Patrick Keon  
1:30pm  Maria Phuong (D) 
   
  
 

Offertory Collection 

February 14, 2021 

 
Tithing:          $5,870.84     Peter’s Pence: 
Children:              $0.00     $845.00  
Total:              $5,870.84     

Confessions are by appointment 
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 

an appointment time. 

I used to wonder how God could lie to Abraham about 
sacrificing his son Isaac. But the story begins by telling us God 
put Abraham to the test. Abraham himself seems to know it’s a 
test. Apparently, I’m the only one fooled by God. 

I don’t know if I would have passed the test. I would 
have at least argued with God about it, begging him to spare 
my son. Yet in our second reading, St. Paul reminds us that 
God did not spare his own son. (Rom 8:32) He passed his own 
test. Jesus was sacrificed so that God could show us how much 
he loved us. If God loves us so much that he gives his Son to 
die for us, why would he not forgive us? He doesn’t. But he is 
still testing us.  

What does that tell us about life? You may have no-
ticed that things don’t always go your way. Does that mean 
those tragedies are our fault? No, God gives everyone free will 
and some people choose to do wrong. God intervenes some-
times and lives are saved. Other times, God intervenes by sav-
ing us after death with our resurrection. As long as people 
doubt God’s love, there will be tests. That’s why it is so im-
portant to proclaim the Kingdom: so that someday all people 
will know God’s love and not need to be tested. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



003009 St Nicholas of Tolentine             www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

JOIN US FOR OUR
OPEN HOUSE!

¡VENGA A NUESTRO
EVENTO DE PUERTAS

ABIERTAS!
December 19 | Diciembre 19

January 23 | Enero 23
February 25 | Febrero 25

March 24 | Marzo 24
5:30PM-6:30PM

929-422-0128 • 347-996-9712

www.brillaschools.org
apply@brillaschools.org

Brilla Pax & Brilla Caritas
2331 University Ave, Bronx, NY 10468

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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