
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor) 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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First Reading — The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are 
revealed in the exile and liberation of the chosen people  
(2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23) or 1 Samuel 16: 
1b, 6-7, 10-13a. 
Psalm — Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 
(Psalm 137) or Psalm 23. 
Second Reading — By grace you have been saved 
(Ephesians 2:4-10) or Ephesians 5:8-14. 
Gospel — The Son was sent by God so that the world might 
be saved through him (John 3:14-21) or John 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 
13-17, 34-38]. 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     Fourth Sunday of Lent                                                                  
 

GOD’S MERCY 
 Today’s reading from the second book of Chronicles contains a sort of “mini-history” of Israel. It 
highlights God’s mercies in choosing Cyrus the Persian to be an instrument of deliverance when the 
people were in captivity in Babylon. Despite their sinfulness and the deserved punishment they were 
undergoing, God’s mercy was lavished on the people in the form of a miraculous act of liberation. 
 The Letter to the Ephesians, in much more theological terms, gives a similar account of a God 
“who brought us to life with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” The author stresses that it was 
when we were “dead in our transgressions” that God saved us, an act of pure grace. He emphasizes 
that it is not our own efforts that freed us from sin (“this is not from you”); rather, “it is the gift of 
God.” This, of course, is the heart of the entire Pauline corpus, that salvation comes to us by faith in 
God’s mercy, revealed in the death of Jesus. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

HUMAN HISTORY . . . 
 Today’s reading from 2 Chronicles is the conclusion of 
these two volumes, a brief summary of Judah’s infidelity under 
a sequence of kings and the subsequent seventy years of exile 
in Babylon. This abbreviated sequence recaps the events treat-
ed in earlier chapters, concluding with Jerusalem being con-
quered and its inhabitants deported by to Babylon.  
 After the Babylonians were conquered by Cyrus and the 
Persians, Cyrus built the great Persian Empire that covered 
almost the entire ancient Near East. Unlike the earlier Assyri-
ans and Babylonians, Cyrus did not rule by deporting and en-
slaving peoples he defeated. Instead, he organized his empire 
into regional governments and funded their construction pro-
jects, ruling over all with the title King of Kings (among oth-
ers). In this spirit, Cyrus urged the exiles to return to Jerusalem 
to rebuild their temple and their native culture. In Jewish terms, 
Cyrus was a “messiah” (Hebrew), or a christos (Greek), some-
one anointed by God to carry out this divine mission. 

The end of 2 Chronicles claims that “all the princes of Ju-
dah, the priests, and the people” were continuously unfaith-
ful to their covenant with God. This infidelity ultimately led 
to seventy years of exile in Babylon, after which Cyrus, the 
Persian ruler who conquered Babylon, allows the people of 
Israel to return home and rebuild their temple; the Psalmist 
reflects on the bitterness of those seventy years. Paul is lyri-
cal in praising God “who is rich in mercy” and who 
“brought us to life” with Christ, while the evangelist re-
counts preaching by Jesus on this same theme. This is the 
section of John that includes the oft-memorized John 3:16: 
“For God so loved the word . . .” All three readings empha-
size God’s desire to rescue—or redeem—humanity from 
pain and suffering.  

. . . AND DIVINE RESCUE 
 The return from exile in Babylon was second only to the 
Exodus from Egypt as a founding narrative shaping the Jew-
ish identity into which Jesus was born and in which his 
church took root and began to grow. If we read between the 
lines of the two New Testament readings from today, we can 
see the outlines of this same pattern of God bringing humani-
ty from sorrow into joy: The Hebrews’ slavery in Egypt and 
the Judeans’ exile in Babylonia reveal a universal truth, that 
we belong to the God who is “rich in mercy,” and we are as-
sured that “when we were dead in our transgressions,” God 
“so loved the world” that he sent Jesus to be the way of our 
redemption, our salvation. 
 The Fourth Sunday of Lent is sometimes called “Laetare 
Sunday,” or “Rejoice! Sunday.” Even if we feel over-
whelmed by the darkness of sin (our own and others’), won-
dering whether God really is working on our behalf, we can 
put our faith in today’s Word that it is so. For this, we can 
truly rejoice—we are more than halfway to Easter! 

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

March 15, 2021 

 
Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 
 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1
 -16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18;  
 Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 
 29; Rm 4:13:16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 
 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-
 53 
Sunday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-15; Heb 5:7-
 9; Jn 12:20-33  
 Alternate readings (Year A):  
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;  
 Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]   

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

March 15, 2021 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Felix Antonio Hernandez & Maria Olinda  
    Ramirez (D) 
Tuesday 
8:30am  Gioan & Maria (D) 
Wednesday 
8:30am  All Souls  
Thursday   
8:30am  Lilian Rodriguez (D) Aniversario 26 años 
Friday   
8:30am  Germania Perez (D); Jose Flores Ramirez 
(D) 
Saturday 
7:45am   Maria Tran (D) 
7:00pm      Serafin Alfredo Gonzalez (D); Maria Franco 
    & Diodoro Perez (D); Esperanza  
    Del Castillo (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  Victoriano Lago (D) 
9:30am  Agustina Lopez & Santa Diaz (D); Acción de 
    gracias a la Milagrosa 
11:30am    Dorothy Johnson (D)  
1:30pm  Lorenzo Ng & Madalena (D) 
   
  
 

Offertory Collection 

February 28, 2021 

 
Tithing:          $5,915.40     Fuel: 
Children:              $0.00     $819.00  
Total:              $5,915.40     

Confessions are by appointment 
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 

an appointment time. 

St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Ephesians that we 
are saved through grace: God’s actions of sending his Son to 
die for us, and raising Jesus from the dead show the love God 
has for us. It comes entirely from God. When Paul says that no 
one can boast about being saved, he means that we can’t add 
up our good deeds like reward points for heaven. He also 
means that we can’t brag about our faith because we can recite 
the creed or answer an altar call. So if being saved is not a mat-
ter of saying the right things, or doing good deeds, what is it? 

The answer comes from the gospel. Jesus tells us that 
he will be lifted up, or crucified, so that we can believe in him 
and have eternal life. When we “believe in” someone, we put 
our love and trust in that person. We know that we are loved 
and so respond by giving love. Our response of love inspires us 
to stop being selfish and start noticing that others need our 
help. Jesus describes it as living in the light: we are not 
ashamed to help someone, forgive someone, or comfort some-
one. 

That brings us back to the question about salvation: it is 
not something we do or say. It is what God does for us. Our 
response of faith is also his gift. So when we recognize all that 
God has done for us and believe in his Son Jesus, the Spirit will 
guide us to live that faith and share it with others. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


