
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor) 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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First Reading — I will make a new covenant; I will write my 
law upon their hearts (Jeremiah 31:31-34) or Ezekiel 37:12-14. 
Psalm — Create a clean heart in me, O God (Psalm 51) or 
Psalm 130. 
Second Reading — Christ learned obedience and became the 
source of eternal salvation (Hebrews 5:7-9) or Romans 8:8-11. 
Gospel — If a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
produces much fruit (John 12:20-33) or 
 John 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]. 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     Fifth Sunday of Lent                                                                  
 

THE NEW COVENANT 
 Today’s first reading is an enormously important passage, not only in the history of the Jewish people, but 
also for us as disciples of Jesus, who see in it a foreshadowing of the Christian dispensation. The prophet an-
nounces that God has chosen to forgive the people, and that as a sign of divine forgiveness a new covenant 
will be established. Contrasting the new covenant with the one made with Moses on Mount Sinai, Jeremiah 
says that the new covenant will be written on the people’s hearts rather than on tablets of stone. No longer will 
the community’s tradition be the sole bearer of the covenant; henceforth, God will speak directly and person-
ally to each individual, forgiving sin and calling for a return to God in faithfulness. No longer will mere out-
ward compliance with the dictates of the Law suffice; henceforth, God asks for an obedience that springs from 
the depths of one’s heart. 
 Precisely that kind of obedience is highlighted in today’s second reading, where the author of the 
Letter to the Hebrews describes Jesus as the mediator of the new covenant whose obedience has made 
him the source of salvation for all who, in turn, obey him. 

LOOKING FOR JESUS, FINDING THE CROSS 
 In the Gospel reading, friends of Philip come to him and ask 
about meeting Jesus. When Philip and Andrew take the request to 
Jesus, he begins a cryptic discourse on discipleship, transfor-
mation, and divine judgment. We never hear whether Philip’s 
friends got to personally meet Jesus. Perhaps they simply blended 
in with the crowd.  
 Jesus says, “[W]hen I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw 
everyone to myself.” The narrator says that Jesus’ words indicate 
how he will die; the readers already know Jesus will be crucified. 
Jesus also speaks of divine judgment driving out the world’s rulers 
and of the need to be transformed, like a seed growing into a pro-
ductive plant. He warns about loving our life and losing it. Unlike 
Jeremiah’s detailed vision, Jesus only hints at what kind of trans-
formed life his death will bring.  
  What if we, like Philip’s friends, want to get close to Jesus? 
Does that mean that the discourse on death and judgment is ad-
dressed to us? If Jesus will draw everyone to himself as he is 
“lifted up,” does being closer to him mean joining him on his 
cross? (Do we want to be that close to Jesus?) Do we want to be 
transformed? If we say “yes,” the liturgy these next two weeks can 
show us the only way the Church knows to get closer to Jesus: to 
be willing to be “lifted up” with him in his suffering—and in our 
own.  

The prophet Jeremiah, in today’s first reading, is looking be-
yond the often-messy history of Israel and Judah to a time 
when the people will no longer be disobedient to God, because 
God’s law will be “written on their hearts”—that is, their natu-
ral inclinations and desires will be oriented toward God’s will. 
The psalmist gives voice to the sorrow that Israel and Judah 
experienced in their separation from God “Have mercy on me, 
O God . . . A clean heart create for me.” According to Saint 
Paul, the earthly Jesus, “son though he was,” like his ethnic 
ancestors, he “learned obedience from what he suffered.” The 
Gospel reading is part of Jesus’ discourses not long before the 
Last Supper. Instead of a social encounter with Philip’s friends 
who had come to see him, Jesus is grappling with his ap-
proaching death and its ultimate meaning for the world. 

JEREMIAH: LOOKING BEYOND EXILE AND SUF-
FERING 
 The readings today remind us how close we are to 
Easter—only two weeks from now. They also remind us 
that the path to resurrection and Easter always includes 
suffering and death. The prophet Jeremiah spent his 
whole life proclaiming the word of God to kings who 
would not listen. As an old man, he saw Jerusalem de-
feated and the inhabitants taken into exile. Jeremiah him-
self suffered in being left behind, but in today’s reading, 
he is looking beyond those sufferings to a time when the 
previously disobedient people would be transformed and 
live in harmony with God’s law.  

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 



                                                                 St. Nicholas of Tolentine                          March 21, 2021  

Bronx, NY 

Readings for the Week 

March 22, 2021 

 
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-
 62];  
 Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-
 30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;  
 Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-
 10; Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13; Jn 11:45-
 56 
Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16 (procession);  
 Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1 — 15:47 [15:1-39] 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

March 22, 2021 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Anastacio Montero (D); Carlos Cabrera (D) 
Tuesday 
8:30am  All Souls 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Juan Bautista Hernandez, Keren Hernandez, 
    Rosa Caines (D)  
Thursday   
8:30am   
Friday   
8:30am  Joseph Tam (D); Jose Rafael Redondo (D) 
Saturday 
7:45am   Gioan Chat & Maria Nghi (D) 
7:00pm      Ana Dolores Rojas Rivero (D); Luis Alfredo, 
    Pucuna Morrocho (D); Luis Corona (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  People of SNT 
9:30am  Mery Velez, Hector Serrano, Alfredo  
    Serrano (D) 
11:30am    Maria Thuan (D)  
1:30pm  Phero Thong & Magarita Han (D) 
3:30pm   
  
 

Offertory Collection 

March 7, 2021 

 
Tithing:          $5,573.98     Electricity Bill Donation: 
Children:              $0.00     $31.00  
Total:              $5,573.98     

Confessions are by appointment 
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 

an appointment time. 

The promise made by the L඗කඌ in the first reading is 
very bold. He says that all people shall know him, without hav-
ing to be taught by others. The way people will know Him is 
through forgiveness of their sins. Remember, he is speaking to 
the Israelites: When they broke a commandment or law, they 
were isolated from the community. So the promise that God 
would place his law in their hearts meant they would be free to 
do God’s will because they want to, not because they were 
feared punishment or rejection. 

Jesus says something similar in today’s gospel. He tells 
the disciples that his crucifixion would draw everyone to him. 
Now, Jesus’ death showed that he took on the punishment for 
sins in place of us, who deserve it. By dying on the cross, Jesus 
shows how much God loves us. By rising from the dead, he 
shows that we can rise from sin to a new life of faith and love. 

Getting back to the first reading, we experience that 
promise when we bring our sins to God. When we forgive peo-
ple who have hurt us, we also help them to experience that 
love. We also help others to know God when we share or expe-
rience of being forgiven. The sacrament of Reconciliation gives 
us the assurance of God’s forgiveness, as well as the experi-
ence. Along with the other sacraments, it helps us keep God’s 
love in our hearts. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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