
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor) 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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Gospel at the Procession with Palms — Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16). 
First Reading — In spite of my sufferings I am not dis-
graced. I am not put to shame (Isaiah 50:4-7). 
Psalm — My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
(Psalm 22). 
Second Reading — Christ emptied himself, and God filled 
this emptiness with exaltation (Philippians 2:6-11). 
Gospel — The account of Christ’s passion according to 
Mark (Mark 14:1 — 15:47 [15:1-39]). 

     Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord                                                    
 

HOLY WEEK 
 For the Palm Sunday Gospel, we return to the Gospel according to Mark. The account of the Passion 
takes up nearly one-third of Mark’s entire Gospel and, of all the evangelists, he is the one who presents 
the details most graphically. He depicts the humanity of Jesus most intensely, describing his sufferings 
thoroughly. Mark portrays Jesus as a complete fulfillment of the “Suffering Servant” of Isaiah, the obe-
dient, humble slave dying on a cross of whom Paul speaks in Philippians. But it is important to remem-
ber that we call this “Holy Week” and not “sad week” or “suffering week,” for each of the readings to-
day, even the lamentations of the psalm, end in the promise of the strength and hope that is granted by 
God to those who faithfully give of themselves in love. As we enter into this week through these read-
ings, we must reflect deeply on the sufferings of Jesus, but still be confident in the joy of risen, eternal 
life that awaits all of us who faithfully walk with him through these days. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

… AND INTIMACY 
 All four Gospels have a Passion narrative. While there is 
agreement on the main events—an intimate meal shared by Jesus 
and the disciples, betrayal by Judas, prayer in Gethsemane fol-
lowed by Jesus’ arrest, trial, and crucifixion—each Gospel has 
unique variations that give it a particular meaning or tone. In to-
day’s Gospel from Mark, Jesus is anointed by an unnamed woman 
in the house of Simon the leper. All the Gospels have Jesus being 
anointed by a woman, but only Mark puts this scene just before 
the Last Supper. Jesus says the anointing is preparation for his 
burial; it is as if the woman could see a prophet’s suffering in Je-
sus’ life and feel it in his presence. Moved by compassion, she 
empties her jar of expensive nard on his head, pouring out her love 
in a profoundly intimate act. Perhaps she will also join the women 
who witness the crucifixion from afar (Mark 15:40–41), after the 
Twelve seem to be long gone. 
 Palm Sunday invites us to follow Jesus through the rest of Ho-
ly Week. By moving us to feel the injustice and the suffering en-
dured by Jesus, this week’s liturgies and devotions present us with 
those same choices. Perhaps, like the unnamed woman, we can 
open ourselves to others’ suffering and respond with love and 
compassion. Or perhaps, like the Twelve, we will be conspicuous 
by our absence. 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week and 
previews its themes and events. Today’s liturgy begins 
with the commemoration of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. 
The Roman Missal gives three options for how this can 
be done, the most elaborate of which begins with the 
priest, ministers, and the entire assembly outside. The 
Gospel account of the entry is read, after which palms 
are blessed and distributed. Then everyone enters the 
church in procession, singing songs or psalms. However, 
the joy is temporary; the Passion narrative recounts how, 
after an intimate meal with his disciples a few days later, 
Jesus is arrested, tortured, crucified, and buried. The 
reading from Isaiah is one of four Suffering Servant 
songs, while the psalm likewise gives voice to the suffer-
ing of the innocent. The reading from Philippians affirms 
the Incarnation as God’s embrace of the entire human 
situation, including suffering and death.  

SUFFERING . . . 
 It may be Palm Sunday, but the Passion is far more 
prominent in today’s liturgy, which invites us to follow 
Jesus from his triumphant entrance into Jerusalem to his 
crucifixion and burial. It simply overflows with the sor-
row and intimacy that will be dominant themes in Holy 
Week.  
 The first reading from the book of Isaiah gives voice 
to the suffering of an innocent person—perhaps a proph-
et—or the people as a whole. The refrain for the Psalm is 
Jesus’ cry from the cross (Mark 13:14), a cry of absolute, 
existential loneliness. The great kenotic (emptying) 
hymn in Philippians provides a stunning portrait of Je-
sus’ ultimate emptying, simultaneously intimate and cos-
mological. 

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

March 29, 2021 

 
Monday: Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33, 
 36-38 
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34;  
 Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9;  
 Ps 89:21-22, 25, 27; Rv 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21 
 Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14;  
 Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18; 1 Cor 11:23-
 26; Jn 13:1-15 
Friday: Is 52:13 — 53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 
 25; Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:42 
Saturday: a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a]; Ps 104:1-2, 5
 -6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35; or Ps 33:4-7, 12-
 13, 20-22; 
 b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18]; Ps 16: 5, 
 8-11;  
 c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; Ex 15:1-6, 17-18;  
 d) Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; 
 e) Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6;  
 f) Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4; Ps 19:8-11; 
 g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3-4 
 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or Ps 51:12-15, 18-
 19;  
 h) Rom 6:3-11; i) Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;  
 Mk 16:1-7 
Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-
 23; Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or 
 Mk 16:1-7 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

March 29, 2021 
Monday   
8:30am  Caridad Negron (D) 
Tuesday 
8:30am  Richard Jones (D) 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Jesus de Nazareth  
Thursday   
8:00pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Friday   
12:00pm  Passion (Englsih) 
3:00pm  Passion (Spanish) 
6:30pm  Passion (Vietnamese) 
Saturday 
9:00am   Morning Prayers 
7:00pm      Easter Vigil; People of SNT 
Sunday 
8:00am  Thanksgiving 
9:30am  Juana Garcia (D) 
11:30am    Phero & Magarita (D)  
1:30pm  Gioan Chat & Maria Nghi (D) 
   
  

Offertory Collection 

March 14, 2021 

 
Tithing:          $7,352.99     Catholic Relief: 
Children:              $0.00     $1,268.00  
Total:              $7,352.99     

Confessions are by appointment 
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 

an appointment time. 

Brothers and Sisters, 
 
New York State and the Archdiocese of New York protocols, which 
are established to prevent the spread of COVID-19, require us to 
make some changes in our liturgical celebrations this Holy Week: 
 
1. On Palm Sunday weekend (March 28) palm will be blessed be-
forehand and distributed by ushers as people enter the church.  
2. Monday, March 29 will be Reconciliation Monday. We will be 
celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 
If you need to come during the day, you may call the office for an 
appointment with one of the priests.  
3. Our Holy Thursday celebration of the Lord’s Last Supper on 
April 1, will begin at 8:00 pm. The celebration this year will not in-
clude the foot washing ceremony - nor the Eucharistic procession to 
the Altar of Repose. At the end of the Mass, one large ciborium con-
taining the Blessed Sacrament will be placed on the main altar and 
incensed. After Mass, the church will remain open for one half hour 
for private adoration. 
4. Our Good Friday Services: 
          12:00 N     English 
          3:00 pm   Spanish 
          6:30 pm   Vietnamese 
During these services a large Cross will be placed for veneration in 
the sanctuary. People will come to the front, following the usher’s 
instructions, through the middle aisle and bow or genuflect to the 
Cross. This year people will not be able to touch or kiss the Cross. 
          The Passion Gospel will be dramatically proclaimed. There will 
NOT be a procession this year. Holy communion will be distributed. 
5.   Our Easter Vigil on April 3 will begin at 8:00 pm.  
           Service will begin with the blessing of the fire and the Paschal 
Candle outside the church. Only the Elect and their sponsors will be 
outside, all the faithful will be inside the church. We will not use con-
gregational candles. This year 12 Elect will celebrate the Easter Sacra-
ments.  
6.   Masses on Easter Sunday: 
          8:00 am      English 
          9:30 am      Spanish 
          11:30 am     English 
          1:30 pm      Vietnamese  
          No 3:30 pm bilingual Mass on Easter Sunday. 
7.    On Easter Monday, April 5 there will be only one bilingual mass 
at 9:00 am. 
Remember that seating will still be limited according to state regula-
tions. 
 
 
While we regret that some of our beloved traditions will 
not be part of this year’s celebrations, we rejoice that we 
will be able to celebrate these holiest days as a parish 
community once again! 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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