
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

3:30 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor) 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon open  (12 pm - 1 pm closed)       
1:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)    6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

Associate 
Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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First Reading — With great power the apostles bore witness 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (Acts 4:32-35). 
Psalm — Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is 
everlasting (Psalm 118). 
Second Reading — The victory that conquers the world is 
our faith (1 John 5:1-6). 
Gospel — Blessed are those who have not seen and have 
believed (John 20:19-31). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     Second Sunday of Easter (or Sunday of Divine Mercy)                                   
 

DOUBT 
 The desire to be able to prove the existence of a divinity has troubled humanity since human 
consciousness first became aware of the divine. To this very day we are fond of saying that any 
number of things—from sunsets to hot fudge sundaes—are “proof that there is a God.” We get 
so caught up in the story of “doubting Thomas” that we fail to notice that today’s Gospel gives 
us John’s account of Pentecost, the bestowing of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples following 
the Resurrection. Thomas, evidently, missed out not only on seeing the Risen Christ, but re-
ceiving the Holy Spirit as well. This is not to be taken lightly and, perhaps, makes Thomas’ 
disbelief a bit easier to comprehend. It also makes his professing that Jesus is his Lord and 
God—the only time the New Testament explicitly refers to Jesus Christ as “God”—more re-
markable. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

FROM DOUBT TO BELIEF 
 The apostle Thomas will forever be remembered as the 
one who doubted. It is good that his experience is recorded 
in the Gospel of John. We all doubt sometimes, and 
“Doubting Thomas” shows us how to move from doubt to 
belief, knowing that the risen Jesus will be with us through 
it all. Thomas did not keep his doubts to himself, but instead 
voiced them aloud to his trusted companions. We can only 
imagine the conversations that took place between Thomas 
and the other disciples as they described the peace that they 
felt following Jesus’ time with them. Thomas’ doubts were 
put to rest once and for all when Jesus offered him physical 
proof of the Resurrection. We do not have the sort of physi-
cal evidence that was shown to Thomas, but we can per-
ceive Christ’s presence in the Eucharist, in the words of sa-
cred scripture, and in the presence and actions of others. 

What a difference faith makes! The faith of the early 
community of believers led them to rise beyond the self-
ishness that so many of us struggle with as they grew in 
communion with Christ and one another. Their selfless-
ness was a living sign of the impact of their faith in Jesus 
Christ. They did not find the commandments burden-
some, but rather centered their lives on the love of God 
and neighbor that Jesus taught through his life, death, 
and resurrection. It is good for us to remember that faith 
is a gift. The journey of faith is not always straightfor-
ward and is often marked by doubt and moments of 
weakness. The apostles’ faith grew as they experienced 
the risen Jesus. Jesus surely knew they needed the peace 
he offered and the presence of the Holy Spirit, as do we 
who have not seen the Lord and yet have come to believe 
in him. 

LIVING FAITH 
 The journey of faith often ebbs and flows, with times 
when our relationship with the Lord is the guiding force 
in our lives, and times when we are tempted to turn away 
from all we know to be true, good, and beautiful. In 
those moments when we find ourselves struggling with 
doubt or temptation, we can follow Thomas’ lead and 
turn to trusted companions, faithful and faith-filled fami-
ly and friends, who will support us and show us the way 
from doubt to living faith. Like the disciples who were in 
the room when Jesus came among them, we too have 
received the Holy Spirit. Today, let us consider where 
we are on the journey of faith, turn to trusted compan-
ions and the Holy Spirit to strengthen us on the way, and 
know that the Lord is with us as we live and grow in re-
lationship with Christ.  

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

April 12, 2021 

 
Monday:  Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-9; Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-
 36 
Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-
 15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;  
 Jn 6:16-21 
Sunday: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7-9;  
 1 Jn 2:1-5a; Lk 24:35-48 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

April 12, 2021 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Fr. Joseph Girone (D); Dando las gracias al 
    corazón de Jesus por el milagro; Anselmo  
    Placido (D) 
Tuesday 
8:30am  Acción de gracias por un año mas de vida– 
    Hermenegilda Gonzalez; Anselmo  
    Placido (D) 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Altagracia Roman Rodriguez (D); Giselda  
    Fernandez Honoret (D); Anselmo  
    Placido (D) 
Thursday   
8:30am  Felix Antonio Hernandez & Maria Olinda  
    Ramirez (D); Agrispina Rosendo Polanco,  
    Estervina Rosendo Polanco (D) 
Friday   
8:30am  Đaminh Ngoan (D);Gabriela Cruz (D) 
Saturday 
7:45am   Gioan Thuyet & Gioanbaotixta Chau (D) 
7:00pm      Serafin Alfredo Gonzaalez (D); Benera  
    Sufron, Petra Ortiz, Damaris Sanchez,  
    Gulberto Ortiz (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  John the Baptist 
9:30am  Samuel Tonje (D); Sara Garcia & Dando  
    gracias y acción de gracias por la salud 
11:30am    All Souls  
1:30pm  Gioan Vinh & Maria Huê 
3:30pm   
   
  
 

Offertory Collection 

March 28, 2021 

 
Tithing:          $6,561.94     Easter Flowers:269.00 
Children:              $0.00       
Total:              $6,561.94     

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 

Sunday 
Second Sunday of Easter  

(or Sunday of Divine Mercy);  
Julian Calendar Easter 

Monday 
Ramadan (Islamic observance) begins at  

sunset 
Tuesday 

St. Martin I 
 

Confessions are by appointment 
only. Please call 718-295-6800 for 

an appointment time. 

Extreme Christians 
 

This Sunday’s first reading is one of the descriptions of 
ideal apostolic life. Remember John’s Gospel saying that God 
is love? Here we have Luke’s version in Acts of that same prin-
ciple. He begins with the community being one in heart and 
mind. They not only believed in the same Risen Lord, but their 
love for Him showed in their love for each other. They were not 
just a community or parish; they were one family. 

Luke shows two ways the Christian communities began 
to change the world. First, they told anyone who would listen 
about the resurrection “with great power.” (Acts 4:33) You can 
take that as power to do miracles, healings, etc. But it can also 
mean the power of conviction: They were so excited about Je-
sus’ resurrection, that they couldn’t stop talking about it. Their 
fervor was infectious. We could use some of that fervor today. I 
sometimes think the only reason we don’t do miracles our-
selves is that we don’t really believe we could. Maybe we need 
to remind ourselves that we aren’t the ones doing the mira-
cles—God is. Remember how many times Jesus told people it 
was their faith that cured them? God can do miracles any time 
he wants. But we can’t receive them if we don’t have faith. In-
stead of trying to believe that you can do a miracle, try believing 
that God can do it for you.  

The second way the disciples stood out was their will-
ingness to give up anything for the Lord. Luke uses the exam-
ple of selling their property to share with those in need. But 
some went even further, giving up their lives for the faith. That 
kind of witness says that the resurrection is real and I expect to 
take part in it. It also says that nothing can make me give up my 
faith. So what am I willing to give up for the Lord? It’s easy to 
throw money in a collection for the poor. How about giving 
some time to feed the poor, or help build a home for someone? 
What can you give to help spread the faith—maybe the time to 
be a sponsor for a convert? The love you show to others could 
be their only experience of God’s love. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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