
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

 
 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. open  (5 p.m. - 6 p.m. closed)     
MONDAY - THURSDAY 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open  
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.)  
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

Pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 

Associate 
Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
 

 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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Bronx, NY 

First Reading — Amos said, “The Lඈඋൽ took me from fol-
lowing the flock, and said to me, Go, prophesy to my peo-
ple” (Amos 7:12-15). 
Psalm — Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your 
salvation (Psalm 85). 
Second Reading — The God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
(Ephesians 1:3-14 [3-10]). 
Gospel — Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send 
them out two by two (Mark 6:7-13). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

     Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                          
 

GOD CHOSE US 
 Who chose first, God or you? That is the question explored in today’s three readings. The 
second reading, from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, reads almost like a hymn. It praises God 
for choosing us, for calling us to serve, and for blessing us in our service. Paul makes it clear 
how honored we are and how special is the call to live as children of God. This is through no 
doing of our own. 
 The first reading and the Gospel use prose rather than poetry to describe the same truth: 
God did the choosing, not us. When the prophet Amos was berated for being a prophet, he re-
torted that the whole thing wasn’t his idea in the first place. Neither did the twelve apostles in 
today’s Gospel ask for their calling. Jesus sent them forth, two by two, to do the work of his 
kingdom. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

TWO BY TWO  
 Did you ever wonder why Jesus sent them out two by 
two? Not threes, not groups of four? Perhaps it is just the 
most practical configuration. Recall that in last week’s Gos-
pel Jesus was not accepted in his own town and was aston-
ished by the lack of faith that he found there. The disciples 
would be too new in their faith to know how to deal with 
that kind of rejection. With three you always end up two 
against one. With a pair, the two could support each other 
emotionally and spiritually, and lift each other up in prayer. 
When traveling, having a companion was much safer than 
being on one’s own, and if there were treacherous spots in 
the journey, they could help each other through. If you were 
begging for lodging, two might be able to get in, while a 
larger group might not be so fortunate. The Gospel gives no 
indication of who the partners were, but presumably they 
were sent in combinations that made each pair the strongest 
proclaimers of Christ. They were able to drive off many de-
mons and cure illnesses.  

Mother Teresa challenged us to do ordinary things with ex-
traordinary love. Basketball coach Jim Valvano said, “Every 
single day, in every walk of life, ordinary people do extraordi-
nary things.” Sometimes we see extraordinary vocations, such 
as the child prodigy musician. But usually those whom God 
chooses to call are reluctant participants who either run from 
the call or ignore it. Amos tells Amaziah “I was a shepherd 
and a dresser of sycamores.” He looked after sheep and 
punched holes in fruit for a living! Now he was being called to 
prophesy. In Mark’s Gospel the apostles are sent out two by 
two to begin their ministry. Paul takes it further, telling the 
Ephesians, “In him we were also chosen, destined in accord 
with the purpose of the One who accomplishes all things.” 
This call goes out to all of us! How are you being called to be 
extraordinary this day? 

SHAKE THE DUST OFF YOUR FEET 
 Jesus told the pairs of disciples, “Whatever place does 
not welcome you or listen to you, leave there and shake 
the dust off your feet in testimony against them.” Jesus is 
preparing the disciples for the experience he had in his 
home town. This is how you behave when you are not 
accepted. He didn’t tell them to curse them or threaten 
them, just simply shake off the dust and move on. Rejec-
tion is a hard thing for any of us, and Jesus is teaching us 
how to handle it, as if to say “Pick your battles.” This is 
a good reminder to us all in a time and culture when the 
climate is so politically charged. Know when it is best to 
shake the dust and walk away from social media, from 
an angry word, or from something that won’t turn out 
well. Respond and stay true to your calling.  

Please visit our website for all the latest information and 
special Prayer Services, at: stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

and join us on Facebook,  
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Parish 
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Readings for the Week 

July 12, 2021 

 
Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22; Ps 124:1b-8;  
 Mt 10:34 — 11:1 
Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a; Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34;  
 Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12; Ps 103:1b-4, 6-7; Mt 
 11:25-27 
Thursday: Ex 3:13-20; Ps 105:1, 5, 8-9, 24-27;  
 Mt 11:28-30 
Friday: Ex 11:10 — 12:14; Ps 116:12-13, 15,  
 16bc, 17-18; Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday: Ex 12:37-42; Ps 136:1, 23-24, 10-15;  
 Mt 12:14-21 
Sunday: Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 2:13-18;  
 Mk 6:30-34   

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

July 12, 2021 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Teodora Mercedes, Santa Ortega (D),  
    Acción de gracias al Sagrado Corazón de  
    Jesus 
Tuesday 
8:30am   
Wednesday 
8:30am   
Thursday   
8:30am  Felix Anotnio Hernandez, Maria Olinda   
    Ramirez, Keren Hernadez (D) 
Friday   
8:30am   
Saturday 
7:45am   Maria Gúy (D) 
7:00pm      Serafin Alfredo Gonzalez & Luiz Alberto  
    Gonzalez (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  People of SNT; Virgina L. Woods (D) 
9:30am  Noel C. Rodriguez (D); Trinidad Zamora &  
    Pedro Flores, Feliciana Peñafor (D) 
11:30am    Paulino Bautista, John Meyers (D) 
1:30pm  Phero Thong & Magarita Hau (D) 
   
   
  
 

Offertory Collection 

June 27, 2021 

 
Tithing:          $5,491.02     
Children:              $0.00      
Total:               $5,491.02     
 

CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM 
CHILDREN & TEENAGER 

BAPTISM   -   CONFIRMATION   
FIRST COMMUNION 

REGISTRATION 
At the Parish Office 

Register your child now! 
 

If you would like to learn more about our program CALL OR 
COME TO THE RECTORY: (718)295-6800 

Confessions are by appointment only. Please call 
718-295-6800 for an appointment time. 

Blessings and Glory 
 

The second reading from Ephesians is rather long and 
with only six sentences, it is not easy to follow. If you take it 
apart, you see that Paul is very encouraging. He is giving a 
description of the many blessings God has given us. 

He says that we are chosen by God and destined for 
spiritual blessings: First is Redemption, meaning that Christ 
saved us from punishment for our sins by forgiving them in-
stead. Second is the plan of God for saving everyone, by mak-
ing Christ ruler of the universe. We have to accept these gifts 
by letting go of the temptations around us and holding on to the 
love we have received from God. The things of the world, pos-
sessions, wealth, or power that pretend to make us happy are 
replaced with love of God; we then share that love with others, 
so that they know God loves them, too. As our experience of 
God’s love grows, we begin to understand the mystery of how 
God lives in all people. Another blessing Paul notes is adoption 
by God to a new relationship as brothers and sisters of Christ; 
holiness is now for all believers, not just priests or religious. 

Paul also reminds us that we are chosen and destined 
to help God bring his plan, his Kingdom, to completion. When 
we teach children how to love and share, when we are honest 
with customers or suppliers, when we are not ashamed to show 
our faith in Jesus, when we are respectful of the poor, elderly, 
or disabled, we are slowly building the Kingdom of God, or as 
Paul says, “to bring all things together in heaven and on earth 
under Christ” (Eph 1:10)  

Paul mentions three times in this reading about “the 
praise of God’s glory.” (Eph 1:14) When we are able to help or 
forgive, or just be a good example to others, we want them to 
know that God is in all the good we do. Instead of taking credit 
for the results, we give God the glory. No, you don’t have to 
take off your glasses and put on a red cape before helping oth-
ers. Just mention that God does the real work, we just try not to 
get in his way. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Fresh Produce • Counter Meat
Dairy • Frozen • Groceries 

at Great Prices! Weekly Sales
FREE Delivery ($50 Min.)

on Store/Phone Orders
Hot Food ($10 Min) FREE Delivery

60 W. 183rd St. (718) 367-5006
2358 University Ave.

(718) 295-2776
Catering All Occasions

10% Sr. Citizen Discount – Wed Only

Sell,
Buy

or Rent:
Call me for a free
Comparative Market Analysis of your home.

Hablamos español.
Jose Flores, Licensed Realtor®

Exit Realty Group
2000 Williamsbridge Rd. • Bronx, NY 10461

Cell: 917-353-8808
Fax: 718-409-3311

www.joseflores.exitrealtygroup.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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