
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. open   
MONDAY -  THURSDAY 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.) 12:00 p.m. English (Mon-Fri) 
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Thu & Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

pastor@tolentinebronx.org 
 

Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 
 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A –Associate 
 

Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A 

In Residence 
 
 
 

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
In Residence 

 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 

 
 



                                                                 St. Nicholas of Tolentine                                October 10, 2021 

Bronx, NY 

TODAY’S READINGS 
 
First Reading — I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom came 
to me. All good things together came to me in her company 
(Wisdom 7:7-11). 
Psalm — Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing 
for joy! (Psalm 90). 
Second Reading — Indeed the word of God is living and 
effective (Hebrews 4:12-13). 
Gospel — It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of 
a needle than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God (Mark 10:17-30 [17-27]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Most of us sincerely desire to grow in wisdom 
and in faith. Today’s readings explore the challenges we 
face when we allow God to lead the way. We first hear 
the author of the book of Wisdom extolling the value of 
wisdom in our lives. Then in Hebrews we are told that 
sometimes God exposes difficult truths about ourselves. 
These readings set up Mark’s story of the wealthy man. 
In his encounter with Jesus, the man faced a very harsh 
truth, that his possessions actually possessed him and 
blocked his path to God. We may have similar “moments 
of truth” when we have an overwhelming desire to mini-
mize or to run away from truth that God reveals to us. In 
these moments, may we remember that God always seeks 
to bless and heal us. In these moments, may God open 
our hearts to receive truth with faith and courage. 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time                    
 

GIFTS 
 In today’s readings, we discover that material wealth alone does not keep us from disciple-
ship. We will see that there are other gifts more important than material wealth, but even so, it 
is how we use our gifts that matters most. 
 Today’s scriptures point to the value of the gifts of wisdom, trusting in God, and letting our 
actions reflect the love of God from within. It is not gold that causes us to fall, but rather the 
desire for gold above all other things. From the readings in Wisdom and Hebrews, we find the 
source of God’s gifts in our lives. Wisdom is more valuable than worldly possessions. In He-
brews, we are challenged to look at our own values and admit honestly what controls our lives. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

HEART SURGERY 
Much of our inner life is hidden from others. This 

protects us from being harmed by others who would seek 
advantage over us. But our hidden inner life can also keep 
wounds from healing, and may help sustain deeply damag-
ing illusions about ourselves and about the outer world.  

In today’s passage from Hebrews, the author offers 
vivid imagery of the word of God and its effect upon us. 
Here, God’s word is described as the active power of God 
that penetrates our hearts. God is described as a surgeon 
who can expose our hidden places and maneuver around our 
hardness of heart. Exposure of our inner self can be terrify-
ing. During surgery, we are deeply vulnerable and utterly 
dependent on the surgeon’s care and skill so that we can be 
healed. When events in life allow God to reveal hidden 
truths about ourselves, it is crucial that we know we are in 
the hands of a trustworthy and skilled surgeon.  

BIBLICAL GENEROSITY 
Today’s Gospel describes a tense and tragic en-

counter between Jesus and a wealthy man. It appears that 
the man sincerely desired to know the way to inherit 
eternal life. He had followed much of the Law of Moses. 
Apparently, he had also followed society’s rules in gain-
ing and sustaining his wealth, avoiding stealing and de-
frauding.  

Jesus indicates that the man missed a crucial part 
of the Biblical tradition, which calls upon those who 
have much to share generously with those who have lit-
tle. The Old Testament regularly refers to this obligation 
(for example, see Deuteronomy 15). Historians note that 
in the society in Jesus’ day, the wealthy enjoyed privi-
leges in an economic system that also prevented the poor 
and vulnerable from meeting their basic needs. The 
wealthy man’s entrapment in his possessions damaged 
both himself and the whole community. In our own time 
and place, those of us who enjoy privileges of various 
kinds are invited into social and economic practices that 
embrace this biblical generosity.  

The parish office will be closed on 
Monday, October 11 for Columbus 

Day. There will be only one  
bilingual mass that day at 9AM. 
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Bronx, NY 

Readings for the Week 

October 11, 2018 

 
Monday: Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday: Rom 2:1-11; Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9; Lk 11:42
 -46 
Thursday: Rom 3:21-30; Ps 130:1b-6ab; Lk 11:47-
 54 
Friday: Rom 4:1-8; Ps 32:1b-2, 5, 11; Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18; Ps 105:6-9, 42-43;  
 Lk 12:8-12 
Sunday: Is 53:10-11; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;  
 Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45 [42-45]  

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

October 11, 2021 
 
Monday   
9:00am  Rose Carucci, Jenny Vite (D); Maria Bisono - 
    Cumpleaños (L); Ana Jerez, Pedro Antonio 
    Almonte, Rosa Jerez (D)  
Tuesday 
8:30am  Maria Ninh (D) 
12:00pm  Thanksgiving 
Wednesday 
8:30am  Acción de gracias al Sagrado Corazón de  
    Jesus 
12:00pm   
Thursday   
8:30am  Humberto Fernandez, Jose Orlando  
    Fernandez, Candido Almonte (D); Seth  
    Victoria –Cumpleaños (L); Agradecimiento a 
    la Sagrada Familia 
12:00pm  Maria Ninh (D) 
Friday    
8:30am  Felix Antonio Hernandez & Maria Olinda  
    Ramirez  (D) 
12:00pm   
Saturday 
7:45am   Gioanbaotixita Nho (D) 
7:00pm      Estilf Miguel Santos (D); Krysten  
    Mendez (D); Serafin Alfredo Gonzalez,  
    Eduvina Gonzalez, Luiz Alberto  
    Gonzalez (D); Santa Maria  
    Zapata (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  Maria Ninh (D) 
9:30am  Marcos Esquijarrosa & Rafael Diego  
    Garcia (D), Altagracia Emilia Acevedo (D) 
11:30am    People of SNT 
1:30pm  Lorenzo Nguyen & Madalena  Hgia(D) 
  
 

Offertory Collection 

September 26, 2021 

 
Tithing:          $6,968.35     
Children:              $0.00      
Total:              $6,968.35               

The Punch Line 
 

The first reading is supposed to remind us of Solomon, 
who, when God promised to give him whatever he asked, 
chose wisdom over wealth or power. Now our modern view of 
wisdom is usually pictured as the knowledge and experience of 
an older person. In the scriptures it is God’s Wisdom that is 
desired. More than just the wise sayings of a Benjamin Franklin 
or Yoda, scriptural wisdom means doing God’s will in all things. 
As Jesus tried to tell the man in the gospel, knowing and doing 
God’s will is more precious than wealth, or even family! 

So if wisdom is that good, why do so few seek it? Most 
of us have no problem doing God’s will, as long as it is the 
same as ours. Or we do God’s will if it is painless and conven-
ient. I once donated money to a charity by sending a text mes-
sage. I don’t know if I would have done it if I had to write a 
check and mail it. Sometimes we are like that man in the gos-
pel, desiring wisdom but not willing to pay for it. 

Maybe our problem is that we don’t trust God enough. 
The first reading, after praising wisdom more than health, 
wealth, and beauty, ends with a promise of “countless riches” 
while Jesus promises that the one who gives up everything will 
receive “a hundred times more.” Because the rich man left in 
sorrow, he missed the punch line.  

I can think of two ways to interpret that promise. One is 
that the more we give up for love of the Lord, the more we get 
back. When someone gives up selfishness and begins to love, 
he then becomes capable of receiving love. Which leads to the 
second meaning of the promise: When we let God change us 
by giving up our worldly attachments, we find that we are hap-
pier because we experience God’s love for us more deeply. So 
Wisdom is the way to happiness: We outgrow our desire for 
things that make us feel good and appreciate the joy of accept-
ing God’s love and sharing it with others. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought overwhelming grief 
to many families. At FEMA, our mission is to help people 
before, during and after disasters. We are dedicated to 
helping ease some of the financial stress and burden 
caused by the virus.  
FEMA is providing financial assistance for COVID-19-
related funeral expenses incurred after January 20, 2020.  
 

Visit the parish office for more information. 

Confessions are by appointment only. Please call 
718-295-6800 for an appointment time. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Advertising Sales
¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS Y DISFRUTAS

LLAMAR A LAS EMPRESAS LOCALES?
PODEMOS TENER UNA POSICIÓN IDEAL PARA USTED.

TIEMPO COMPLETO.
POTENCIAL DE INGRESOS DE $45K A $60K

CONVIÉRTASE EN VENDEDOR DE PUBLICIDAD PARA

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY,
EDITOR NACIONAL DE BOLETINES DE LA IGLESIA.

• Excelente Programa de Compensación de la Comisión

• Beneficios médicos, 401k, seguro de vida y discapacidad disponible

Si está interesado mande su currículum por correo
electrónico a boberr@jspaluch.com

www.jspaluch.com                        EOE

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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