AUGUSTINIAN
Friars

PASTORAL STAFF

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A.
Pastor
pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org
Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate
Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A —-Associate

Fr. Joseph Murray, 0.S.A
In Residence

Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A.
In Residence

CatHouvic Farte

ForMmaTION
Jesus DelaRosa

DirecTOR OF MUSIC
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster
Mr. Dang Vu

ACCOUNTING
Ms. Shelly Parkin

PLaNT MANAGER
Mr. Jesus Liriano
917-579-6720

REcepTIONIST
Ms. Lucy Maldonado

Find us on
Facebook

St. NicHOLAS OF TOLENTINE CHURCH
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Mass SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor)
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor)
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir)

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.) 12:00 p.m. English (Mon-Fri)
7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Thu & Sat)
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION

All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession,
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in
the parish office at anytime.

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in
the Baptismal Program.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS)
At the parish office by appointment.

MARRIAGE
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the
wedding.

VISITS TO THE SICK
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound
who desire the sacraments.

NEW PARISHIONERS

Welcome to all parishioners.

We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff.

Parisa Orrice Hours

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. open
MONDAY - THURSDAY 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open
SATURDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

SUNDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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FourTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

) _ AUDACITY

Qﬁﬁe}n’iﬁi‘fiﬁ?ﬁhe There is a spirit of audacity in our readings today. During a time of injustice and threat of in-
. Mother ofmy Vasion, the prophet Micah boldly announces that the God of insignificant Israel will raise up a
Lord leader from backwater Bethlehem, and this leader will bring justice and peace to the whole
S\ should World. In the Gospel, Elizabeth and Mary, marginalized women, brazenly celebrate that their
: Lome sons will be world-changing instruments of God. We further learn that this audacity is rooted in
~ trust in God. The author of Hebrews describes the faithful obedience of Jesus. Mary is shown as
the exemplar of faithful trust in God. This is the way God often seems to work, in the ordinary
and marginalized in our world. Those who seem weak have learned to trust in God’s strength.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

These have the audacity to become instruments of God’s peace and justice.

For years, Catholic spiritual writers have drawn our at-
tention to the Christmas liturgy’s subtle—and not-so-
subtle—linking of Christ’s incarnation with his paschal
mystery. In the infancy narratives of Matthew and Luke,
there are countless intimations of the Passion and cross.
The saints of the Christmas octave, dubbed ‘“comites
Christi,” Christ’s companions in suffering, form a royal
honor guard of martyrs and others who bore witness at
great personal sacrifice to the Child we hail as “Prince of
Peace,” while the wood of the manger evokes the wood
of the cross. But these days, sadly, in the wake of seem-
ingly endless mass shootings at schools, we need no re-
minders of how close in real life are the cradle and the
cross. May our hearts find, if not answers, at least com-
fort in the prophet Micah’s reminder that, from the pain
of a woman’s labor came forth the Child who is our in-
carnate peace.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — From Bethlehem-Ephrathah shall come forth
for me one who is to be ruler in Israel (Micah 5:1-4a).

Psalm — Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and
we shall be saved (Psalm 80).

Second Reading — We have been consecrated through the
offering of the body of Christ once for all (Hebrews 10:5-10).
Gospel — Blessed are you who believed that what was spo-
ken by the Lord would be fulfilled (Luke 1:39-45).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

BLESSED

Then, just as David leapt and danced before the ancient
Ark of the Covenant that bore precious signs of God’s
abiding presence, so John leaps in his mother Elizabeth’s
womb as Mary arrives, a living ark bearing God’s living
presence. Elizabeth joyfully greets Mary in words that
we pray daily in the “Hail Mary”: “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.”
Why Mary is so “blessed” Elizabeth then explains:
“Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to
you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Likewise, we may
dare hope to be “blessed” for “believing that what was
spoken” to us “by the Lord”—IJesus’ promise of mer-
cy—will be fulfilled as we share God’s mercy with eve-
ryone. For by reason of our baptism and, more immedi-
ately and repeatedly, because of our participation in the
Eucharist, we too bear within ourselves the living Christ.
To whom, or to what situation, do we need to bear Christ
this Christmas? Indeed, throughout the year, how self-
lessly do we set our own concerns aside? How eagerly—
“in haste”—do we, disregarding difficulties, traverse
whatever dangerous terrain needs conquering to be of
service to another?

COMFORT AND SALVATION

All of today’s scriptures seem to declare Christmas’s
“comfort and joy.” Micah declares that, as small as Bethle-
hem is, the child born there will bring peace that “shall
reach to the ends of the earth.” Hebrews proclaims that, de-
spite pain and suffering, the “offering of the body of Jesus
Christ” saves us all.

In today’s Gospel, bearing the Christ Child within her,
Mary, barely more than a child herself, immediately, unself-
ishly sets aside her own preoccupations—and as a betrothed
but as yet unmarried mother-to-be, how many they must
have been—to travel in haste, over dangerous terrain, a four
-day journey (the scholars say) from Nazareth to Ain-
Karem, to the home of Elizabeth and Zechariah.

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought overwhelming
grief to many families. At FEMA, our mission is to help
people before, during and after disasters. We are dedi-
cated to helping ease some of the financial stress and
burden caused by the virus.

FEMA is providing financial assistance for COVID-19-
related funeral expenses incurred after January 20,
2020.

Visit the parish office for more information.

Bronx, NY
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ReapINGS FOR THE WEEK
DECEMBER 20, 2021

4

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Christmas Eve
8:30AM - Spanish mass
12:00PM - English mass

8PM - Trilingual mass

Christmas Day

10AM - Bilingual mass

12PM - Vietnamese mass

New Year’s Eve

8:30AM - Spanish mass
12:00PM - English mass

New Year’s Day
7:45AM - Vietnamese mass
10:00AM - Bilingual mass
7:00PM - Spanish mass

© 1. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

Confessions are by appointment only. Please call
718-295-6800 for an appointment time.

Monday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Lk 1:26-38
Tuesday:  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3,
11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Wednesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk
1:46-56

Thursday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, §8-10, 14;
Lk 1:57-66

Friday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5,
27,29; Lk 1:67-79

Saturday:  Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27,
29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18
-25]

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28;
Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10;
Col 3:12-21 [12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24;
Lk 2:41-52

Mass INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
DECEMBER 20, 2021

Monday

8:30am Hayde Puruca Negresa, Angel Carlos
Rosario Colon (D)

12:00pm Rev. Benado Guy (D)

Tuesday

8:30am Maria Dam (D)

12:00pm Maria Ninh (D)

Wednesday

8:30am Anastacio Montero, Juan Bautista
Hernandez, Keren Hernandez, Rosa
Caines (D) ; Luis Ramon Corona (D); Carlos
Cabrera (D), Manuel Pelaez

12:00pm Gioanbaotixita Chau (D)

Thursday

8:30am Gluse Phuong (D); Juana Mercedes
Vera (D)

12:00pm Rev. Phaolo Lich (D)

Friday

8:30am Rosalina Hererra (D); Accion de gracias a la
Milagrosa

12:00pm Maria Ninh (D)

8:00pm Giuse & Maria Hy (D)

Saturday

10:00am Laura Mufioz (D); Rebeca Gallardo de San
Lucas (D)

12:00pm Gioan Chat & Maria Nghi (D)

Sunday

8:00am People of SNT; Maria Hy (D)

9:30am Juana Isabel Merel Alvarado (D); Luis
Alberto Vera, Sr (D); Health of Felicia and
Joseph Miller; Ana Mena Adames

11:30am Maria Ninh (D); Julia Guasp (D)

1:30pm Gioan Chat & Maria Nghi (D)

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
DECEMBER 5, 2021

Tithing: $7,636.06
Children: $0.00
Total: $7,636.06

We pray for the People of St. Nicholas of

Tolentine.

We pray for the sick: Marilyn Torain, Neil Kirby,

Robert Weber

We pray for the dead: Maria Perez, Zacarias

Fortunato

Bronx, NY




Do you have an unhealed
wound on your foot?

ISR\

Don’t ignore it!

See a specialist now -
especially if you are at risk. ' -

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.

For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

SBH Center for Hyperbaric Medicine

Health System

and Wound Healing
at 718-960-5064.

/ E NEW PALACE PAINT

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188
www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church &

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

& Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.GatholicCruisesandTours.com

2117990-70)

Bulletin. www;spaluch.com

com

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community

erh OneParish!

DL

ONE Y PARISH

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY

¢ Excellent Commission Compensation Program
Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM
wnnw.jspaluch.com

* Excelente Programa de Pagos de Comisidn!

4ESTAS INTERESADO?

Llame a Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823 o Envie
un Correo Electronico a RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

Don Safferstein, D.D.S.

General and Cosmetic
Dentistry

1 Fordham Hill Oval
718-584-5300

vPolice

~~ JNATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

* Sequro Medico, Dental, Plan de Refiro 401k, Seguro de Vida, Muerte Acidental y Desmembramignto
+ Trabajos de Tiempo Completo y Medlo Tiempo Con Potencial de Altas Ganancias.

catholicmaich’
New York

CatholicMatch.com/myNY

0

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

003009 St Nicholas of Tolentine

www.jspaluch.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAIert'
vAmbulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

~~J NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS Fire FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as
« Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potentiall VFriends/Family FREE Activation S 1 9 95
« Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available NO Long Term Contracts amonth o

{ v
CALL NOW! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Get this

delivered by

Courtesy of .S. Paluch

weekly bulletin

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Company, Inc. Q

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263
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