
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. open   
MONDAY -  THURSDAY 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.) 12:00 p.m. English (Mon-Fri) 
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Thu & Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
 

Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 
 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A –Associate 
 

Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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TODAY’S READINGS 
 
First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The L  
shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears over you 
(Isaiah 60:1-6). 
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you (Psalm 
72). 
Second Reading — The mystery has been made known that 
the Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6). 
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, saying, “Where is the 
newborn king of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:1-12).  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Internation-
al Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Gifts are everywhere at this time of year. Christmas gifts. 
Hostess gifts. Hidden gifts. Wrong-size gifts. Unexpected 
gifts. Unwanted gifts. Unreciprocated gifts. And in to-
day’s readings we hear about even more gifts: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. But we know intuitively (or, 
one hopes, eventually!) that gifts are symbols of some-
thing much deeper and less tangible. The gift of God’s 
Son is, of course, at the heart of our Christmas festivities. 
We are not—and never—alone, because “God is with 
us.” (Thus the name Emmanuel.) But wait, that’s not all! 
The liturgy reminds us over and over that this is a “holy 
exchange.” As Christ came to share in our humanity, we 
come to share in his divinity. The full significance of that 
mystery is a gift we have yet to unwrap completely. 

The Epiphany of the Lord                        
 

JOURNEY TOWARD GOD 
 In our celebration of the Epiphany, two interwoven themes are present in the readings today. 
God is beginning something new, and God gathers all of humanity to participate. For Isaiah, 
God’s bright light, manifested in the people of Israel, attracts and summons people from many 
nations to Jerusalem. In the letter to the Ephesians, God’s grace makes the Gentiles co-heirs and 
co-partners in the gospel. Matthew tells the story of the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel 
through the birth of Jesus, and simultaneously leading foreigners to share in these same promises. 
With the birth of Jesus, God chose a particular people, in a particular time and place, to enter 
most directly into the human story. Today’s readings teach that God did this in order to gather all 
people, all cultures, into unity with God. Like the magi, we are drawn into a journey toward God, 
becoming co-partners in God’s work. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADITIONS UNCOVER MEANING 
 Two traditional rituals, one liturgical and one domestic, 
help underline the meaning of the Epiphany. The Proclama-
tion of the Date of Easter is an option for inclusion at Mass 
today. This text which formally announces the dates of the 
upcoming major feast days reminds us that Christmas is best 
honored in the context of the whole story of salvation that 
culminates in Easter. Or as writer Nathan Mitchell reflects, 
the wood of the crib becomes the wood of the cross.  
 The second tradition connected to Epiphany is the bless-
ing of the door of one’s home with chalk. It includes a pray-
er for protection for all who enter therein. One explanation 
of this tradition ties it to the Passover in the Book of Exo-
dus: the marking of the doorposts with the blood of the lamb 
kept the Israelites safe. This tradition too offers a connec-
tion between Christmas and Easter.  
 As we continue to mine the richness of this season we 
hum along with the angels, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

WHAT KIND OF GOD IS THIS? 
 Christmas is a season of abundance. Christmas cook-
ies and carols. Parties and presents. Mangers and mistle-
toe. The same is true in our church. Within a period of 
nine days we celebrate Christmas, the Holy Family, 
Mary Mother of God, and today the Solemnity of the 
Epiphany. Truly an embarrassment of liturgical riches. 
(And we are not finished yet!) 
 However, for many people, Christmas is already 
over. Trees litter the curbside or make their way back to 
the attic. Presents are put away or returned. We prepare 
to go back to school or work. But as Christians we have 
barely dipped our toes into the profound mystery of a 
God who walks among us. What kind of a God is this 
whose kingdom is not limited by our borders, fears, ex-
pectations, or imaginations? Today’s psalm reminds us, 
“Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.” Diversity 
and inclusion are not new to God’s agenda.  
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Readings for the Week 

January 3, 2022 

 
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;  
 Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;  
 Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 
 17; Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-
 16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-
 30 
Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1
 - 4, 3, 9-10 or Ps 104:1b-4, 24-25, 27-
 30; Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7; 
 Lk 3:15-16, 21-22  

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

January 3, 2022 
 
Monday   
8:30am   
12:00pm  Benado Guy & Giuse Hai (D) 
Tuesday 
8:30am   
12:00pm  Maria Ninh (D) 
Wednesday 
8:30am   
12:00pm  Maria Xuan (D) 
Thursday   
8:30am   
12:00pm  Maria Vun (D) 
Friday    
8:30am   
12:00pm   
Saturday 
7:45am  Maria Ninh (D) 
7:00pm      Miguel Jaquez, Josefa Sandy (D) 
Sunday 
8:00am  People of SNT 
9:30am  Pedro Reyes Basulto; Telesforo Canela (D); 
    Sonia Gonzalez (D) 
11:30am    Happy Birthday CJ (L) 
1:30pm  Ambrosio Hung (D) 

Offertory Collection 

December 19, 2021 

 
Tithing:            $7,032.28 
Children:                $0.00      
Total:               $7,032.28                 

We pray for the People of St. Nicholas of  
Tolentine. 

We pray for the sick:  
We pray for the dead: Noelina Pantaleon 

Confessions are by appointment only. Please call 
718-295-6800 for an appointment time. 

A Gift for the Wise Men 
 

 A rather liberal priest was teasing one of the women of 
the parish, asking, “How do we know the Wise Men weren’t 
Wise Women?” She answered, “If they were, they’d have 
brought bottles, diapers, and a bassinet, instead of gold, frank-
incense, and myrrh.” Maybe they were wise enough to know 
that Mary could have bought a lot of diapers with the gold. 
 The gifts, of course, are symbols of who Jesus is: a 
king who is both God and human. And I wonder what our gifts 
to the Lord say about our faith in him. Remember the song 
about the little drummer boy, who had no gift to bring but his 
ability to play the drum? Or the parable of the woman who 
brought two small coins to donate at the temple (Mark 12:42)? 
They both remind us that a person who gives all they have, no 
matter how little it seems, is the most generous. 
 So what do we bring to the newborn king? I can give 
my time by coming to church for the feast of Epiphany and ac-
tually paying attention. How often do I sit in the pews, answer 
the prayers by heart, and suddenly realize that I can’t remem-
ber what the first reading was, or what the homily was about? 
Just making the effort to listen to the words of scripture, to 
hear what God may be trying to tell me, could be a great gift. 
Or I could bring someone in our family, or a friend, who doesn’t 
go to church very much. 
 Now let’s not forget the meaning of “epiphany.” In an-
cient times it meant the appearance or manifestation of a di-
vine being. In the early church the feast included the baptism 
of Christ (with the voice of the Father and the Spirit as a dove) 
and the miracle at Cana, as well as the visit of the magi. So 
what we celebrate is not so much our gifts or those of the Wise 
Men, as it is a gift from God, manifest in Jesus. Maybe a way 
to celebrate the Epiphany is to reflect on how God has been 
made known to me. Simple things, like a hug from a friend or 
an answered prayer, or major events like a wedding, the birth 
of a child, or a funeral, can all be ways to experience the Lord. 
The Wise Men received the gift of an epiphany by following a 
star. May the light of Christ lead you to him also. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS? ESTÁS BIEN
CONECTADO EN LA COMUNIDAD LOCAL?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Seguro Médico, Dental, Plan de Retiro 401k, Seguro de Vida, Muerte Acidental y Desmembramiento
• Trabajos de Tiempo Completo y Medio Tiempo Con Potencial de Altas Ganancias.
• Excelente Programa de Pagos de Comisión!

¿ESTÁS INTERESADO?
Llame a Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823 o Envie

un Correo Electrónico a RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM
www.jspaluch.com

GANAR DINERO!
CONTRIBUIR A LA

COMUNIDAD! TENER
UN GRAN IMPACTO!

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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