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Mass SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)

Sunday
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor)
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor)
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir)

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.) 12:00 p.m. English (Mon-Fri)
7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Thu & Sat)
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION

All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession,
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in
the parish office at anytime.

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in
the Baptismal Program.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS)
At the parish office by appointment.

MARRIAGE
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the
wedding.

VISITS TO THE SICK
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound
who desire the sacraments.

NEW PARISHIONERS

Welcome to all parishioners.

We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff.

Parisa Orrice Hours

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. open
MONDAY - THURSDAY 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open
SATURDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

SUNDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

GOD WANTS TO BE ONE WITH US

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

What great lengths God will go to in loving and saving us! Think of the most outlandish
circumstance you might conceive. That seems to be what the Lord is saying to Ahaz in today’s
first reading. “A virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.” Not
only is the idea of a virgin conceiving beyond comprehension in Ahaz’s time, so would the
concept of God wantlng to be Wlth us be, as the name Emmanuel indicates. And yet, this is

came to be with us in a son born to a virgin, the Blessed Virgin Mary. There is more to this sto-
ry than even these amazing and outlandish occurrences, however. God wants to be one with us
Y so deeply that God partners with us to make God’s presence known.

Advent’s four Sundays each have their own focus: “Stay
awake!” (First); John the Baptist (Second); Rejoice!
(Third); Joseph/Mary (Fourth). We might need to have a
little pity on the Fourth Sunday, however, since the hec-
tic realities of the secular calendar can overwhelm it, par-
ticularly in those years when there are only one or two
(or zero!) days before Christmas. This year we have the
luxury of a whole week! What shall we do with this gift
from God? Perhaps a bit more charity or social action on
behalf of God’s poorest. Maybe take some time to listen
for the voice of God in our dreams, as Joseph did. Attend
daily Mass, Advent reconciliation, or pray the “O” anti-
phons (which began this Saturday evening). As with eve-
ry gift, we show true gratitude by using it. Let us do so,
as Paul tells us in Romans, for the sake of the name of
Jesus, whose coming we await.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — You will be given this sign: the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanu-
el (Isaiah 7:10-14).

Psalm — The king of glory shall come in (Psalm 24).
Second Reading — God has called us to belong to Jesus
Christ (Romans 1:1-7).

Gospel — The son born of Mary shall be called Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins. He shall be Emmanuel,
“God is with us” (Matthew 1:18-24).

WHOSE HOUSE?

Interest in genealogy is much, much older than current
fascination with using DNA analysis to trace our herit-
age. Matthew’s Gospel opens with the genealogy of Je-
sus, going all the way back to Abraham, Israel’s father in
faith. This is what immediately precedes today’s Gospel
reading, and is crucial to how we hear the opening sen-
tence: “Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came
about.” It’s not so much as a starting point, but a pivot
point that places Jesus firmly in the “house of David”
through Joseph (in first-century Judaism, lineage and
heritage was traced solely through males). An essential
understanding of the Messiah was that he would come
from the house and lineage of King David. For those of
us who follow Jesus in faith, it’s important to recall that
it was through Joseph that Jesus both came from the
house of David and was made a son of the covenant of
Moses.

WHOSE HOME?

Matthew’s Gospel also contains an angelic annunciation sce-
ne; we hear from it today. Another pivot point is presented,
when the angel says “Do not be afraid to take Mary into
your home.” As with most angelic appearances in scripture,
the angel provides an instruction not to fear. More im-
portantly, Joseph is instructed by God’s messenger to take
Mary into his home. When Joseph and Mary were betrothed,
they were officially constituted as husband and wife; the
next step—approved by an angel—would have been for Jo-
seph to take Mary into his home. So he provided a safe place
for a young woman in a troubled pregnancy, and offered her
child a home, a heritage, and a lineage. This rather difficult
and risky move on Joseph’s part might inspire us in this sea-
son to seek out and help out in those places where people are
longing to have a house and—more importantly—a home.

Bronx, NY
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Emmanuel

On this last Sunday before Christmas, we see that Je-
sus’ birth is the fulfillment of the promise of Emmanuel, “God is
with us” (Matthew 1:23). The Gospel refers to the first reading
from Isaiah. There we see the king of Judah, Ahaz, under attack
by the kings of Aram and Israel. He wants to ask the Assyrians
for help instead of relying on God. That's why he says, “l will not
tempt the Lord” (Isaiah 7:12). He is afraid to admit his lack of
faith. So the weakness of Ahaz gives us the wonderful prophecy
of the birth of Jesus. Ahaz, of course, did not understand the full
meaning of that prophecy. For him, the prophecy meant the de-
struction of Judah.

In the Gospel, Joseph also does not understand how
Mary came to be pregnant. But unlike Ahaz, Joseph did have
faith in God and the message of the angel. He took Mary as his
wife and helped her through her pregnancy and in raising Jesus
afterwards. His faith in God kept Jesus from being murdered by
Herod after the magi’s visit.

So now we have to choose whom to rely on. Do | act
like Ahaz, relying on worldly powers, or like Joseph, who trusted
the Lord? | would like to say that | trust in the Lord only. But if |
look at my actions and priorities, | might be more like Ahaz than
| want to admit.

How much time do | spend watching television
(especially now that it's in HD) compared to time in prayer? How
much time do | spend reading the scriptures compared to the
newspaper or magazines? How much do | spend on Christmas
decorations or gifts for my family, compared to what | give to the
Church? If | really believe that “God is with us,” which is what
Christmas is all about, how much of God can people see in my
actions?

Maybe if we kept in mind that promise that God is with
us—in the baptism we received and the sacraments of the
Church, and in the love of our spouse or parents—we could see
how close God really is, and let others see in our actions that

Jesus is Emmanuel.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

REaDINGS FOR THE WEEK
DECEMBER 19, 2022
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Monday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;
Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25

Tuesday:  Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38

Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;
Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45

Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk
1:46-56

Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;
Lk 1:57-66

Saturday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5,
27,29; Lk 1:67-79

Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]

Mass INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
DECEMBER 19, 2022

Monday

8:30am A. Maldonado (L) - cumpleafios

12:00pm Julia Guasp (D)

Tuesday

8:30am Angel Dariel Rodriguez Hernandez (D); Pura
Cruz (D); Altagracia Felix (D)

12:00pm

Wednesday

8:30am

12:00pm

Thursday

8:30am Carlos Cabrera, Manuel Pelaez (D)

12:00pm Rafaela Rodriguez Guzman. Chanelle
Berroa (D)

Friday

8:30am

12:00pm

Saturday

7:45am Mata Ty & Phero Trang (D)

8:00pm Tomasina Guzman (D) - 3 afos; Jorge
Reyes Ortiz; Jose Filion (D)

Sunday

8:00am People of SNT

9:30am Juana Isabel Morel Alvarado (D); Laura
Mufoz (D); Cirino Zamora, Maria Flores,
Francisco Zamora (D)

11:30am

1:30pm Phéro Kinh (D)

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
DECEMBER 4, 2022

Tithing: $8,437.07
Children: $0.00
Total: $8,437.07

We pray for the People of St. Nicholas of
Tolentine.
We pray for the sick:
We pray for the dead:

Bronx, NY




Do you have an unhealed
wound on your foot?

ISR\

Don’t ignore it!

See a specialist now -
especially if you are at risk. ' -

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.

For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

SBH Center for Hyperbaric Medicine

Health System

and Wound Healing
at 718-960-5064.

/ E NEW PALACE PAINT

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188
www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church &

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

& Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
8 eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.GatholicCruisesandTours.com

2117990-70)

Bulletin. www;spaluch.com

com

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community

erh OneParish!

DL

ONE Y PARISH

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY

¢ Excellent Commission Compensation Program
Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM
wnnw.jspaluch.com

* Excelente Programa de Pagos de Comisidn!

4ESTAS INTERESADO?

Llame a Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823 o Envie
un Correo Electronico a RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

Don Safferstein, D.D.S.

General and Cosmetic
Dentistry

1 Fordham Hill Oval
718-584-5300

vPolice

~~ JNATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

* Sequro Medico, Dental, Plan de Refiro 401k, Seguro de Vida, Muerte Acidental y Desmembramignto
+ Trabajos de Tiempo Completo y Medlo Tiempo Con Potencial de Altas Ganancias.

catholicmaich’
New York

CatholicMatch.com/myNY

0

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

003009 St Nicholas of Tolentine

www.jspaluch.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAIert'
vAmbulance 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

~~J NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS Fire FREE Shipping Solutions as Low as
« Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potentiall VFriends/Family FREE Activation S 1 9 95
« Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available NO Long Term Contracts amonth o

{ v
CALL NOW! 800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Get this

delivered by

Courtesy of .S. Paluch

weekly bulletin

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Company, Inc. Q

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263
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