
St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
 
 

 
Tel. (718) 295-6800  www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org  Fax (718) 367-7411 

 

Saturday Vigil 
7:00 p.m. Spanish (piano & cantor)    

 

Sunday 
8:00 a.m. English (organ & cantor)  

9:30 a.m. Spanish (piano & choir/cantor) 
11:30 a.m. English (organ & choir/cantor) 
1:30 p.m. Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

 
 
 
  
CATHOLIC FAITH FORMATION 
All those who are called to follow Jesus in the Catholic faith along with Catholics already 
baptized (adults, youth & children) who desire to celebrate the sacraments of First Confession, 
First Communion and Confirmation can make contact with the coordinator of this area for 
information about the various programs available. Registration for these programs are 
announced in the bulletin during various times of the year. Also appointments can be made in 
the parish office at anytime. 

Parents wishing to baptize their children (ages 1-5) are invited to make an appointment in the 
parish office to speak with a staff member in order to make arrangements for participating in 
the Baptismal Program. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
At the parish office by appointment. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Couples planning to be married should call for an appointment six months in advance of the 
wedding.  
 
VISITS TO THE SICK 
In emergency, call the parish office at any hour. Please inform the office of sick or homebound 
who desire the sacraments. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to all parishioners. 
We encourage all parishioners to register at our parish office. We invite new parishioners to 
make an appointment to meet a member of the parish staff. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MONDAY - FRIDAY   9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. open   
MONDAY -  THURSDAY 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. open 
SATURDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
SUNDAY  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

2345 University Avenue      Bronx, NY 10468 

Mass Schedule 

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. Spanish (Mon-Fri.) 12:00 p.m. English (Mon-Fri) 
 7:45 a.m. Vietnamese (Thu & Sat) 

Parish Office Hours 

 

Augustinian 

Friars 
 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
Pastor 

pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
 

Fr. Joseph Tran- Associate 
 

Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A –Associate 
 

Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A 

In Residence 
Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 

In Residence 
Br. Bienvenido Rodriguez 

In Residence 
 

Catholic Faith  

Formation 
Jesus  DeLaRosa 

 
 

Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 

Mr. Dang Vu 
 

Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 

 

Plant Manager 
Mr. Jesus Liriano 

917-579-6720 
 

Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
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TODAY’S READINGS 
 
First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The Lord 
shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears over you 
(Isaiah 60:1-6). 
Psalm — All the nations will worship you, Lord  
(Psalm 72). 
Second Reading — The Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in 
the promise in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6). 
Gospel — Magi from the east arrive looking for the new-
born king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-12). 

Epiphany is a day when popular customs mostly over-
shadow scriptural accuracy. Matthew’s Gospel never 
refers to kings coming to see Christ, nor to their number 
(only the gifts are enumerated), nor to their names. Mat-
thew tells us only that some “magi” came with gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. Magos referred to members of 
the Persian priestly class; later it had the connotation of 
magicians and astrologers. Matthew’s magi report that 
they have seen a star rising; its light was visible to them 
far beyond the boundaries of Israel, an early and signifi-
cant symbol for Jesus, the Light of the World. At the end 
of Matthew’s Gospel (chapter 28), the followers of Jesus 
worship him, an act foretold in the actions of the Magi 
today. The eleven are told to make disciples of “all na-
tions,” nations symbolized by the Magi. Today we hear 
our own mission: to worship Jesus Christ, and to spread 
his Good News everywhere, every day. 

The Epiphany of the Lord                                     
 

ALL SHARE IN THE PROMISE 
 Picture a nativity scene in your mind’s eye. The scene likely includes figures arriving on cam-
els, some elaborately dressed, with jeweled boxes containing precious gifts. These magi arrived 
from distant lands to pay homage to the Christ Child. We know little about the magi, but we do 
know that these visitors were not Jews. They represent people of all nations who will be drawn to 
the Lord. “Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance.” The Good 
News of Jesus cannot be limited to one people; all share in the promise of God’s mercy through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

STAR OF LOVE 
Like all of the Christmas season, Epiphany celebrates God’s 
eternal and infinite love. In a special way, this day shows 
how God’s love is truly all-inclusive. The magi were not 
Jews, not part of the Chosen People who expected that the 
Messiah was coming to save only them. Early on in his Gos-
pel, Matthew tells us that God’s love will not be limited by 
our human presumptions or boundaries. We still struggle 
with the fact that God is constantly epiphan-izing us to grow 
beyond the limits of our experience or expectations, to move 
beyond the boundaries of the world around us. Let us pray 
that we might be given epiphanies to help us find grace 
where we didn’t believe it existed, to aid us in understanding 
that God’s love is most often shown by who is included, not 
who is excluded. May we open our eyes and hearts to know 
that the Christ-light shines everywhere. 

STAR OF WONDER 
In our day-to-day lives, we can experience epiphanies: 
new perceptions, unexpected insights, sudden changes in 
direction. In the liturgical year, Epiphany celebrates the 
appearance of a star in the heavens, a remarkable star 
followed by the Magi to Jesus, Mary and Joseph. They 
are not so different, our daily epiphanies and the Epipha-
ny celebrated today. The arrival of the Magi certainly 
changed Mary and Joseph’s perceptions of the world, the 
same way a helpless, tiny baby likely altered the Magi’s 
insights as to what a star in the heavens would reveal. 
The story of the Magi—and the story of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph—is filled with unexpected changes in direction, 
as God’s plan continues to vary when it encounters peo-
ple who cooperate with it, and others who attempt to 
thwart it. A deep and long reflection on this day we call 
Epiphany will uncover numerous epiphanies. 
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Readings for the Week 

January 9, 2023 

 
Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38;  
 Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-
 28 or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 
 6-9; Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-
 39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-
 12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-
 17 
Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-
 3; Jn 1:29-34 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

Janaury 2, 2023 
 
Monday   
8:30am  Secundino Burgos (D); Maria Petronila   
    Ramirez, Fernando Hernandez, Maria  
    Josefa Parache, Manuel de Jesus  
    Hernandez (D) 
12:00pm   
Tuesday 
8:30am  Ana Felicita Hernandez - liberación y  
    conversión 
12:00pm   
Wednesday 
8:30am  Acción de gracias al Sagrado Corazón de  
    Jesus 
12:00pm   
Thursday   
8:30am  Margaret Grossenbacher (D) 
12:00pm   
Friday    
8:30am  Mercedes Sanchez Galan (D) - 2do año 
12:00pm 
Saturday 
7:45am  Lorenzo Chi (D) 
7:00pm       
Sunday 
8:00am  People of SNT 
9:30am  Rafael Reyes (D); Feliz Evangelita  
    Gonzalez, Serafin Alfredo Gonzalez,  
    Eduvina Gonzalez (D) 
11:30am    Anthony Negron (D) 
1:30pm  Maria Tran (D) 

Offertory Collection 

December 25, 2022 

 
Tithing:            $5,934.39   
Children:                $0.00       
Total:               $5,934.39 
                    
 
 

We pray for the People of St. Nicholas of  
Tolentine. 

We pray for the sick:  
We pray for the dead: Floyd McDonald 

The Star of Bethlehem 
 
Almost every year at Christmastime, you can find a 

newspaper article or TV documentary about the star of Bethle-
hem. Astronomers give various theories about whether the magi 
saw a new star, perhaps a supernova, or a comet, or a conjunc-
tion of two or more planets. Since the magi are generally be-
lieved to be astrologers, the conjunction seems most likely. 

More important is the meaning of the star. In Matthew’s 
Gospel, light is used as a symbol of the good news of Jesus 
coming into the world. Jesus is the light of the world, so the ma-
gi follow that light to get to Jesus. That’s why verse 9 of the 
Gospel has the image of the star preceding the wise men and 
stopping over the house where Jesus was. By following the star, 
they become followers of Christ. So what do the magi show us 
about following Jesus? 

First, they take the initiative. They saw the star, figured 
out what it meant, and made their journey. As followers of Je-
sus, we can look for what needs to be done (in our family, par-
ish, or community) and do it. We don’t have to wait for the pas-
tor to call us and beg for help—there are probably articles in this 
bulletin asking for help. 

Second, they expressed their faith in Jesus by the gifts 
they brought: gold—a gift for a king, who is worthy to be fol-
lowed; frankincense—Jesus is worthy to be worshiped as Son 
of God; and myrrh—Jesus becomes king by dying for us all. We 
can express our faith in many ways. We can volunteer to help 
the poor, the elderly, or the disabled. We can teach our children 
how to pray and tell them about all that God has done for us. 

Third, they were not afraid to take risks for Jesus. When 
they went back home without telling Herod where they found the 
child, Herod was furious (Matthew 2:16). For all they knew, he 
could have come after them. How often do we take risks for the 
Lord, by openly speaking about our faith or giving God credit for 
the good that we do? Let the star of Bethlehem remind us that 
Jesus is the star of our lives. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Healing After Abortion: Do you know someone who is carrying 
the grief of a past abortion? There is always hope. The pain and 
sorrow of abortion does not need to endure for a lifetime. A 
“Day of Prayer and Healing” offers the opportunity to experi-
ence the love and mercy of God and to respond to His invitation 
to begin the journey of healing the wound of abortion. Upcom-
ing dates in the NYC area are: Jan.14, Feb. 4, March 11, and 
May 20 in English, and May 6 in Spanish. For more dates, loca-
tions, and confidential registration, or just to talk to a Sister, 
please call the Sisters of Life at (866) 575-0075 (toll free) or 
reach us by email at hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org. 
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Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval

718-584-5300

534 East 180 St
(718) 295-6188

www.palacepaints.com

5% OFF for Parishioners

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

¿TIENES EXPERIENCIA EN VENTAS? ESTÁS BIEN
CONECTADO EN LA COMUNIDAD LOCAL?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Seguro Médico, Dental, Plan de Retiro 401k, Seguro de Vida, Muerte Acidental y Desmembramiento
• Trabajos de Tiempo Completo y Medio Tiempo Con Potencial de Altas Ganancias.
• Excelente Programa de Pagos de Comisión!

¿ESTÁS INTERESADO?
Llame a Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823 o Envie

un Correo Electrónico a RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM
www.jspaluch.com

GANAR DINERO!
CONTRIBUIR A LA

COMUNIDAD! TENER
UN GRAN IMPACTO!

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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