
2345 University Avenue Bronx, NY 10468   |   (718) 295-6800   |   www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Pastor 
Fr. Luis A Vera, O.S.A. 
pastor@stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org 
Associate 
Fr. Joseph Tran 
Fr. Carlos Urbina, O.S.A 
Fr. Joseph Murray, O.S.A 
In Residence 
Fr. William Wallace, O.S.A. 
Catholic Faith Formation 
Jesus DeLaRosa 
Director of Music 
Mr. Daniel Kirk-Foster 
Mr. Dang Vu 
Accounting 
Ms. Shelly Parkin 
Plant Manager 
Mr. Eric Fortunato 
347-856-3573 
Receptionist 
Ms. Lucy Maldonado 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend 
Saturday Vigil 
7:00pm Spanish (organ & cantor) 
Sunday 
8:00am English (organ & cantor) 
9:30am Spanish (organ & cantor) 
11:30am English (organ & cantor) 
1:30pm Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

Weekdays 
Monday - Friday 
8:30am Spanish 12:00pm English 
Thursday & Saturday 
7:45am Vietnamese 

OCTOBER | 2025 
Twenty Sevenh Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

SACRAMENTS 
Confession, First 
Communion and 
Confirmation  
Make contact with the coordinator 
of this area for information about the 
various programs available. 
Appointments can be made in the 
parish office at anytime.  
Baptism 
Parents wishing to baptize their 
children (ages 1-5) are invited to 
make an appointment in the parish 
office to speak with a staff member 
in order to make arrangements. 

 
Confessions 
Saturday 5:30-6:30 p.m. and at the 
parish office by appointment. 

Marriage 
Couples planning to be married 
should call for an appointment six 
months in advance of the wedding. 

Visits to the Sick  
In emergency, call the parish office 
at any hour. Please inform the office 
of sick or homebound who desire 
the sacraments. 



PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
OCTOBER 5, 2025 2 READINGS 

 
First Reading: 
The rash one has no integrity; 
    but the just one, because of 
his faith, shall live. (Hb 2:4) 
Psalm: 
If today you hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts. (Ps 95) 
Second Reading: 
For God did not give us a spirit 
of cowardice 
    but rather of power and love 
and self-control. (2 Tm 1:7) 
Gospel: 
    “If you have faith the size of a 
mustard seed, 
    you would say to this 
mulberry tree, 
    'Be uprooted and planted in 
the sea,'  
       and it would obey you.” (Lk 
17:6) 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses 
from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, October 6 
8:30 a.m.    Salud para Maribel Mejia, 
      Luis Maldonado, Brayden 
      Vidal, Edward Vidal,    
      Joshua Vidal, Ruby    
      Maldonado (L) 
12:00 p.m.  Thanksgiving to the Holy 
      Spirit, the Mercy of God, 
      and God Almighty 
Tuesday, October 7 
8:30 a.m.    Angel Maldonado (D), 
      Pablo Mercedes (D) 
12:00 pm    
Wednesday, October 8 
8:30 a.m.    Fidel Mejia, Mancia   
      Policarpio, Daniel Mejia, 
      Edwin Mejia, Graciela 
      Mejia, Florentino Mejia (D) 
12:00 p.m.   
Thursday, October 9 
8:30 a.m.    Acción de gracias a Jesus 
      Sacramentado 
12:00p.m.    
Friday, October 10 
8:30 a.m.    Ana Felicita Hernandez - 
      conversión y liberación, 
      Fernando Hernandez, 
      Anastacio Montereo, Maria 
      Josefa Parache (D), Cesar 
      Augusto Rojas (D) 
12:00 p.m.   
 
 
 
 

Saturday, October 11 
7:45 a.m.    Maria Den (D) 
7:00 p.m.   Julio Cesar Abreo (D), Ana 
      Jerez, Pedro Antonio 
      Almonte, Rosa Jerez, 
      Humberto Fernandez (D), 
      Jose Maria Villegas  
      Garcia (D), Maxima    
      Dolores Reyes, Maria 
      Agustina Ramos, Felis 
      Antonio Reyes (D) 
Sunday, October 12 
8:00 a.m.   People of SNT 
9:30: a.m.   Marcoas Esquijarrosa (D), 
      Rafael Diego Garcia (D), 
      Atanacia Montilla &    
      Alberto Montilla (D),    
      Acción de gracias a la 
      Milagrosa, Victor  
      Rosario (D) 
11:30 am    Margaret  
      Grossenbacher (D),   
      Thanksgiving for Kasongo 
      Family 
1:30 pm      Phero Luc & Ana Thuy (D) 
 

Readings for the week of October 5, 2025 
 
Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 (8)/2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14/Lk 17:5-
  10 
Monday: Jon 1:1-2:2, 11/Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8/Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8/Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11/Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10/Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday: Mal 3:13-20b/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 11:5-13 
Friday:  Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2/Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9/Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday: Jl 4:12-21/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Lk 11:27-28 
Next Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 (see 2b)/2 Tm 2:8-13/Lk 17:11-19 



ST. NICHOLAS OF TOLENTINE 
TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 3 

STEWARDSHIP 
Weekly Offering - September 28, 2025 

Give Online Today! 
Enjoy the convenience of giving online through WeShare or Paypal on our 
website:. www.StNicholasofTolentineBronx.org 

Envelopes $7,898.85 

Cardinal’s Appeal $35.00 

St. Joseph’s Seminary $1,465.00 

  

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
The Apostles beg Jesus for increased faith, but they don’t really want 
faith. They want a magical feeling of certainty that requires no effort. Real 
faith must grow and sprout roots in fertile soil. Real faith requires 
attention and work. Are we willing to work? 
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(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE 
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 

Mini reflection: “Increase my faith.” 
I’ve said it to God plenty of times, imag-
ining a prayer life that is effortless and a 
sacramental life that is uncomplicated. 
Easy faith — that’s what I’m asking for, 
and lots of it, please. But easy faith isn’t 
faith at all. 

 

The Father Who Knows What You 
Want 

 
It’s easy to give your kid what he’s asking for. It’s 
hard to give him what he wants. 
 
If a kid asks to eat an ice cream cone, there’s noth-
ing wrong with giving him one. But if he’s grump-
ily demanding an ice cream cone at 7:45 in the 
morning, what he wants — whether he realizes it 
or not — is some protein and whole grains and a 
little encouragement to get him going on his day. 
 
So you give him eggs and toast, and you watch 
him struggle to accept it. Sometimes he does and 
sometimes he doesn’t, but either way, you’ll be 
here. You’ll forgive him for whatever names he 
calls you and you’ll put the healthy breakfast in 
the fridge, waiting for him when he’s ready to eat 
it.  
 
“Increase my faith.” I’ve said it to God plenty of 
times, imagining a prayer life that is effortless and 
a sacramental life that is uncomplicated, an ac-
ceptance of truth that is unshakeable. Easy faith — 
that’s what I’m asking for, and lots of it, please. 
 
But easy faith isn’t faith at all, and faith that you 
aren’t strong enough to hold will break your arms. 
And what God will never do is say, “Sure, kiddo, 
here you go,” and pass off a false gift as the real 
thing, just to make us both feel good. He won’t 
hand me something I’m not strong enough to hold. 
 
That would be a classic lazy-father move. That 
would be an ice-cream-cone-at-7:45 a.m. move. 
 
Instead, He watches carefully while I navigate the 
bumpy terrain of the spiritual life, ready to whisper 
directions in my ear. He holds his breath while the 
challenges of this world create deep grooves in my 
soul — and then He irrigates those grooves with 
the life-giving waters of grace, transforming them 
into valleys of consolation and respite.  
 
Sometimes I call Him names. Sometimes I refuse 
what He’s offering. It’s not what I asked for, after 
all.  
 
But it’s what I want. Luckily, He knows that better 
than me. 
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Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time         
Luke 17:5-10 
 
A priest friend of mine received a call from a family whose elderly mother was 
dying. Within thirty minutes, he was at her bedside, offering the consolation of 
the sacraments, anointing her with the oil of the sick, and commending her 
soul to God. She passed not long after, and for months, her family spoke of 
their deep gratitude for his presence. When I phoned him to commend his 
faithful ministry, he simply said, “I was just doing my job.” 

His words brought to mind Jesus’ teaching this week in Luke 17:10: “So you 
also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We 
are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’” In a world that often 
seeks recognition and applause, the Lord invites us into a different mindset — 
one of humble service. The priest did not see his response as extraordinary; 
he saw it as a grace to fulfill his vocation.  

How tempting it is to seek affirmation for doing what I ought to do! Yet Jesus 
reminds us that true discipleship is not about grandstanding but about quiet 
faithfulness. It is enough to have served. It is enough to have loved. It is 
enough to be grateful that we were given the chance to do our duty in the 
first place. Whether in priesthood, parenthood, or any vocation, what peace-
soaked freedom there is in simply doing what is asked of us. No more, no less. 
Jesus, that is how you quietly love us.  

 
— Father John Muir 
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Al Wickenheiser

awickenheiser@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6409

Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval
718-584-5300

Family Owned Since 1973
Major Insurance Accepted
Check Our Google & SureCritic Reviews
2717 Reservoir Ave., Bronx, NY

718-549-5533
armoryautopartsrepairbronx.com

Serving families of the Bronx & 
surrounding areas for over 69 years.

We are committed to excellence and our team will treat you 
with compassion and respect.

On-Site Parking	 Se Habla Espanol
5628 Broadway @ West 232nd Street | Bronx, NY 10463

(718) 548-1100
williamsfuneralhome@gmail.com

www.wmsfuneralhome.com

NEW HEIGHTS CONSTRUCTION LLC

NewHeightsConstructionLLC.comNewHeightsConstructionLLC.com

SOPHIE SAYS GIVE US A CALL AND ASK FOR BIG JOHN FOR 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE AND BEST PRICES

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED (VISA, AMEX, DISCOVER, MASTERCARD)

917-642-0195  •  718-767-0044

SIDING, ROOFING & WINDOWS
Waterproofing, Gutters, Soffit & Fascia Repair & more

FENCES, DECKS & AWNINGS
Iron, Wood, Cedar, PVC, Stainless Steel, Chain Link, etc.  

Pressure Treated & Composite Decking
KITCHEN & BATH

Complete Renovation & Remodeling, Expert Tile, Granite & Quartz 
MASONRY WORK

Concrete Sidewalk Violations, Porches, Brick & Granite  
Steps, Paver Stones, Brick Pointing, Stucco, etc.
INTERIOR FLOORING & PAINTING

CALL NOW 
FOR FREE 

ESTIMATES

CREDIT 
CARDS 

ACCEPTED!

NYC Lic# 1191201

FALL SPECIAL.
GET YOUR SIDING - WINDOWS

ROOFING DONE NOW.
UPDATE YOUR KITCHEN & BATHS!

INSULATE YOUR HOME FOR
WINTER - REDUCE YOUR

ENERGY BILLS
INCREASE THE

VALUE OF YOUR HOME


