St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church

THE BRONX

SACRAMENTS

Confession, First
Communion and
Confirmation

Make contact with the coordinator
of this area for information about the
various programs available.
Appointments can be made in the
parish office at anytime.
Baptism

Parents wishing to baptize their
children (ages 1-5) are invited to
make an appointment in the parish
office to speak with a staff member
in order to make arrangements.
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Confessions
Saturday 5:30-6:30 p.m. and at the
parish office by appointment.

Marriage

Couples planning to be married
should call for an appointment six
months in advance of the wedding.

Visits to the Sick

In emergency, call the parish office
at any hour. Please inform the office
of sick or homebound who desire
the sacraments.

NEW YORK

DECEMBER | 2025

Second Sunday of Advent
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Accounting
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Mr. Eric Fortunato
347-856-3573
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MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend

Saturday Vigil

7:00pm Spanish (organ & cantor)
Sunday

8:00am English (organ & cantor)
9:30am Spanish (organ & cantor)
11:30am English (organ & cantor)
1:30pm Vietnamese (keyboard & choir)

Weekdays

Monday - Friday

8:30am Spanish 12:00pm English
Thursday & Saturday

7.45am Vietnamese

2345 University Avenue Bronx, NY 10468 | (718) 295-6800 | www.stnicholasoftolentinebronx.org




PRAYER AND WORSHIP

DECEMBER 7, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, December 8

8:30 am.

12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 9

8:30 am. Marisol Marte Guzman (D)

12:.00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 10

8:30 am. Ana Felicita Hernandez -
conversion y liberacion,
Fernando Hernandez,
Anastacio Montero, Maria
Josefa Parache (D), Cesar
Augusto Rojas (D)

12:.00 p.m.

Thursday, December 11

8:30a.m.

12:00 p.m. Manuel Torres (D)

Friday, December 12

830 am. Maria Del Carmen (D),
Miguel Menjura (D)

12:00 p.m. Margaret
Grossenbacher (D)

7:00 p.m. Accion de gracias a la
Virgen de Guadalupe

Saturday, December 13

7.45 am. Maria & Tien Nhan

7:00 p.m. Jesus Paulino (D), Carmen
Luisa Rosario (D), Maxima
Dolores Reyes, Maria
Agostina Ramos (D)

Sunday, December 14

8:00 am. People of SNT,

9:30:a.m. Carmen Marquez (D),
Accion de gracias a la
Virgen de la Milagrosa,
Alvin Ortiz Jr. (D)

11:30 am Hector, Luis, Alfredo

Serrano (D), Mary

Velez (D), Ita Ford (D)

Giacobe Phu & Ana

Khuong (D)

1:30 pm

Readings for the week of December 7, 2025

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

38 or Lk 1:39-47
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

11:2-11

Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 (see 7)/Rom 154-9/Mt 3:1-12
Gn 3:.9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1.26-38
Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/Mt 18:12-14

Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 11.28-30

Is 41:13-20/Ps 1451 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab/Mt 11:11-15

Zec 2:114-17 or Rv 11:193a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19/Mt 17:.9a, 10-13
Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (see Is 35:4)/Jas 5.7-10/Mt

READINGS

First Reading:
The spirit of the LORD shall rest
upon him:

a spirit of wisdom and of
understanding,

a spirit of counsel and of
strength,

a spirit of knowledge and of
fear of the LORD. (Isa 11:2)
Psalm:

Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.
(Ps 72)

Second Reading:

Welcome one another, then, as
Christ welcomed you,

for the glory of God. (Romans

15.7)

Gospel:

‘l am baptizing you with water,
for repentance,

but the one who is coming
after me is mightier than I." (Mt
3:11)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,

1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses

from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,

International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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ST. NICHOLAS OF TOLENTINE

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Mini reflection: It is so, so beautiful
to be culturally Catholic. But actions,
rituals, traditions, sentiments, nostalgia
— none of it matters unless it bears the
fruit of a transformed heart.

Culturally Catholic

Catholic culture is so thick, you could spread it
on a scone. Or a baguette. Or a slice of ciabatta
bread. Or naan (Wait, do you put butter on
naan? I would, because I’m Midwestern, but I
sense that this is, perhaps, incorrect).

Okay, maybe my comparison is imperfect, but
what [’m saying is this: Catholic culture is deli-
cious, it’s versatile, and it’s nourishing. It’s the
same everywhere, even though it also looks and
feels totally unique in every place. The Day of
the Dead in Mexico, Simbang Gabi in the Phil-
ippines, St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland, Meskel in
Ethiopia, Semana Santa processions in Spain:
these are all touchstones of Catholic culture.

It is so, so beautiful to be culturally Catholic.
But today, when I hear John the Baptist’s words
to the Pharisees and the Sadducees, I am re-
minded that Catholicism is so much more than
just cultural expression.

The Pharisees and Sadducees were loyal sons of
Abraham and scrupulous observers of the law
of Moses. Their culture, you could say, was
strong. But John the Baptist is telling them —
and he’s telling us — that culture isn’t enough.

Actions, rituals, traditions, sentiments, nostalgia
— none of it matters unless it bears the fruit of
a transformed heart.

It’s something to remember especially as we
approach Christmas, a time when culture and
cultural rituals become so (beautifully) promi-
nent. In the cultural practice of Christmas, we
are like the Wise Men approaching the manger,
bearing our gifts. But how terrible would it have
been if the wise men had hurried away, their
culture expressed, their ritual complete, and
gone back to the world unchanged by the gaze
of the Infant?

So be culturally Catholic. Bring these gifts to
the Christ Child — but linger there. Reflect.
And then when you return to the world, you
will bring Catholic culture with you.

©LPi

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Second Sunday of Advent
Matthew 3:1-12

This week we hear that John the Baptist is out in the wilderness eating
“locusts and wild honey” (Mark 1:6). It's not just a strange historical detail.
It's a symbolic expression of a healthy spiritual diet. The path to Christ in-
cludes both the hard and the beautiful, the gritty and the sweet. We have to
learn to gulp the locusts and savor the honey.

| remember working with a young couple preparing for marriage. They were
sincere, but raw — barely beginning to discover faith. Part of me wanted to
rush them ahead, to fill in all the gaps, to bombard them with scripture and
church documents. | swallowed that instinct. It was like eating locusts.

But | also recall them light up as they spoke about each other, about their
first child, then their second. And they wanted to be close to God. Something
innocent and beautiful was unfolding. That was the honey. | knew God was
asking me to savor it.

This Advent, maybe we're each being invited to accept both locusts and hon-
ey. Maybe it's time to stop avoiding the difficult parts of faith — prayer that
feels dry, the call to repentance, the patience with the troublesome. It's time
to eat some locusts.

But we also need to notice the small gifts God gives us: a peaceful moment, a
good conversation, the joy of serving someone else, new life, good intentions
of our friends. That's the honey. Savor it!

John didn't avoid either. He took it all in. And so can we. What are your lo-
custs? Your honey? If we let God feed us with both, we'll be ready — really
ready — for the coming of Christ.

— Father John Muir

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

The story of Advent is a story of repentance. John the Baptist held up
a mirror to the chosen people. He urged them to look at what they
saw there. This Advent, will we look in the mirror? Will we choose

repentance?
©LPi

STEWARDSHIP

Weekly Offering - November 23, 2025

Envelopes $7.084.21

Military Service $23.00

Charity & Justice $1,400.00
Give Online Today!

Enjoy the convenience of giving online through WeShare or Paypal on our
website: www.StNicholasofTolentineBronx.org



NEW HEIGHTS CONSTRUCTION LLC

FALL SPECIAL.

GET YOUR SIDING - WINDOWS
ROOFING DONE NOW.
UPDATE YOUR KITCHEN & BATHS!
INSULATE YOUR HOME FOR
WINTER - REDUCE YOUR
ENERGY BILLS
INCREASE THE
VALUE OF YOUR HOME

SIDING, ROOFING & WINDOWS
Waterproofing, Gutters, Soffit & Fascia Repair & more

FENCES, DECKS & AWNINGS
Iron, Wood, Cedar, PVC, Stainless Steel, Chain Link, etc.
Pressure Treated & Composite Decking

KITCHEN & BATH
Complete Renovation & Remodeling, Expert Tile, Granite & Quartz

MASONRY WORK
Concrete Sidewalk Violations, Porches, Brick & Granite
Steps, Paver Stones, Brick Pointing, Stucco, etc.

INTERIOR FLOORING & PAINTING
SOPHIE SAYS GIVE US A CALL AND ASK FOR BIG JOHN FOR

PERSONALIZED SERVICE AND BEST PRICES
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED (VISA, AMEX, DISCOVER, MASTERCARD)

917-642-0195 - 718-767-0044

NewHeightsConstructionLLC.com
NYC Lic# 1191201

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CALL NOW
FOR FREE
ESTIMATES

CREDIT
CARDS
ACCEPTED!

CONTACT ME Nichol Stanley

nstanley@4LPi.com * (800) 477-4574 x9422

Calvary Hospital /Hospice

For125years

CALVARY

HOSPITAL
theworld-—leader_ calvaryhospital.org

A member of ArchCare

[
ourehealth

PHARMACY
53 W Fordham Road, Bronx, NY 10468

Tel: 718-872-6620
ENTIRE STORE

30% OF

EN TODA LA TIENDA
ALL INSURANCES ACCEPTED - SE ACEPTAN TODOS LOS SEGUROS

FREE DELIVERY « ENTREGA GRATIS

2026
Catholic
Calendar

Fill every month
with faith!

Order Yours Today! >

Now registering 6th & 9th grades
for 2026-2027 school year

Learn: Computer Science, Coding,
Robotics, 3D Printing, Web Design

Inscripciones abiertas para 62y

92 grado para el ciclo escolar
2026-2027

Aprende: Informatica, Programacion,
Robdética, Impresién 3D, Disefio Web.

Para saber mas
sobre RECI 2

y aplicar,

escanee el codigo QR

To learn more
about RECI 2
and apply,
scan QR Code

116 E 169th St, Bronx, NY 10452
(646) 741-7470 |  aeci2charterhs.org

ichooseaeci2@aecicharterhs.org

Don Safferstein, D.D.S.

General and Cosmetic
Dentistry

1 Fordham Hill Oval
718-584-5300

N’ ACCREDITED
N
!'E B BUSINESS

BBB Rating: A+

Armory

Amo Farts And Repalr
Family Owned Since 1973

Major Insurance Accepted
Check Our Google & SureCritic Reviews
2717 Reservoir Ave., Bronx, NY &

718-549-5533 -

armoryautopartsrepairbronx.com

Funeral Home, Inc.
(718) 548-1100

williamsfuneralhome@gmail.com
www.wmsfuneralhome.com

Serving families of the Bronx &
surrounding areas for over 69 years.
We are committed to excellence and our team will treat you

with compassion and respect.
On-Site Parking Se Habla Espanol

5628 Broadway @ West 232nd Street | Bronx, NY 10463

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com

St. Nicholas of Tolentine, Bronx, NY  03-1427



