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MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend 
Saturday Vigil 
7:00pm Spanish (organ & cantor) 
Sunday 
8:00am English (organ & cantor) 
9:30am Spanish (organ & cantor) 
11:30am English (organ & cantor) 
1:30pm Vietnamese (keyboard & choir) 

Weekdays 
Monday - Friday 
8:30am Spanish 12:00pm English 
Thursday & Saturday 
7:45am Vietnamese 

JULY| 2026 
FIfteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

SACRAMENTS 
Confession, First 
Communion and 
Confirmation  
Make contact with the coordinator 
of this area for information about the 
various programs available. 
Appointments can be made in the 
parish office at anytime.  
Baptism 
Parents wishing to baptize their 
children (ages 1-5) are invited to 
make an appointment in the parish 
office to speak with a staff member 
in order to make arrangements. 

 
Confessions 
Saturday 5:30-6:30 p.m. and at the 
parish office by appointment. 

Marriage 
Couples planning to be married 
should call for an appointment six 
months in advance of the wedding. 

Visits to the Sick  
In emergency, call the parish office 
at any hour. Please inform the office 
of sick or homebound who desire 
the sacraments. 



PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
JULY 12, 2026 2 READINGS 

 
First Reading: 
My word shall not return to me 
void, 

but shall do my will, 
achieving the end for 

which I sent it. (Is 55:11) 
Psalm: 
The seed that falls on good 
ground will yield a fruitful 
harvest. (Ps 65) 
Second Reading: 
I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are as nothing 

compared with the glory 
to be revealed for us. (Rom 8:18) 
Gospel: 
Amen, I say to you, many 
prophets and righteous people 

longed to see what you 
see but did not see it, 

and to hear what you 
hear but did not hear it. (Mt 13:17) 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 
1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from 
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved. 
 

©LPi 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Monday, July 13 
8:30 a.m.    Rosa Emilia Carpio  
      Macias (D), Jimmy    
      Rolando Figueroa  
      Carpio (D) 
12:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, July 14 
8:30 a.m.    Carmen Marquez (D) 
12:00 p.m.  Joseph & Maria (D),    
      Carmen Ureña de  
      Castillo (D) 
Wednesday, July 15 
8:30 a.m.    Felix Antonio Hernandez, 
      Maria Olinda Ramirez, 
      Keren Hernandez, Juan 
      Bautista Hernandez (D) 
12:00 p.m.  San Anthony, Cruz    
      Negron, Angel    
      Maldonado, Ricardo, 
      Filomena Reyes (D) 
Thursday, July 16 
8:30 a.m.    Alfredo Densagre (D), 
      Simona Parra & Andy  
      Puig (D) 
12:00 p.m.  Jane Weiss, Cirilo Abrea, 
      Elena Abrea, Cresus  
      Abrea (D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, July 17 
8:30 a.m.    Manuel de Jesus    
      Henriquez, Maria    
      Altagracia Reinozo, Luis 
      Leonel Henriquez (D) 
12:00 p.m. 
Saturday, July 18 
7:45 a.m.    Phero Thich&  
      Maria Loi (D)  
7:00 p.m.   Ricardo Reyes Caro (D), 
      Ulises Francisco Aquino 
      Sterling (D), Teofilo   
      Martinez (D) 
Sunday, July 19 
8:00 a.m.   People of SNT, Miri family, 
      Honor of the Holy Family 
9:30: a.m.   Acción de gracias, Acción 
      de gracias a la Virgen d la 
      Milagrosa. Jose Elias  
      Tapia (D) 
11:30 am    Ana Paulino Batista (D), 
      Anton Dedvukaj (L), Honor 
      of St Anthony, Baby Jesus, 
      John Meyers (D) 
1:30 pm      Bartolomeo & Maria (D) 

Readings for the week of July 12, 2026 
 
Sunday:  Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-
  9  
Monday:  Is 1:10-17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 10:34-11:1 
Tuesday:  Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8/Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday:  Is 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15/Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday:  Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-14ab and 15, 16-18, 19-21/Mt 11:28-
  30 
Friday:   Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 12abcd, 16/Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday:  Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14/Mt 12:14-21 
Next Sunday:  Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24- 
  43 or 13:24-30 



ST. NICHOLAS OF TOLENTINE 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 3 

STEWARDSHIP 
Weekly Offering - July 5, 2026 

Give Online Today! 
Enjoy the convenience of giving online through WeShare or Paypal on our 
website: www.StNicholasofTolentineBronx.org 

Envelopes $6,525.57 

Cardinal’s Appeal $644.00 

Missionary Coop Appeal $147.00 

  

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Matthew 13:1-23 

  
Sometimes I feel capable of absorb-
ing almost anything except God’s 
Word. My mind soaks up song lyrics, 
sports trivia, and endless online con-
tent. But what was the reading at 
Mass this morning? I struggle to re-
call. That realization discourages me, 
and it leads to an uncomfortable 
question. What is my heart really for? 
Is it shaped for constant information 
and distraction, or is it truly designed 
for God? Am I capable of deeply re-
ceiving His Word? 

Jesus speaks directly to this today 
with a simple image. “The seed 
sown on rich soil is the one who 
hears the word and understands 
it.” By comparing the Word of the 
Kingdom to a seed, Jesus reveals 
something hopeful about us. The 
human heart is made for that seed. 
Soil and seed belong together. No 
matter how compacted, rocky, or 
overgrown the ground has become, 
the Sower never stops sowing. 

God loves our hearts. He sees them 
as a farmer sees his fields, full of po-
tential. Human hearts can indeed 
“understand the Word.” Under-
standing does not mean mastering 
information. It means letting the 
Word sink in, interacting with it, and 
giving it a home. It means trusting 
that, beneath the surface, God is at 
work in quiet and hidden ways. 

When we allow the Holy Spirit to 
loosen the soil of our hearts through 
prayer, repentance, and simplicity, 
the same Word that created the uni-
verse begins to bear fruit in us, 30, 
60, even a hundredfold. 

Lord Jesus, Sower of life, soften the soil 
of my heart. Let Your Word take root in 
me again, and bring forth the fruit You 
desire. Amen.  

— Father John Muir 
 
©LPi 

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 
The Gardener and the Soil 
 
I began writing this piece by googling “how do you make soil fertile?” which 
should tell you everything you need to know about my own abilities as a gar-
dener. 
 
I remember seeing a packet of seeds in the store one summer as a child and 
convincing my mother to buy them. They were delphiniums, which bloom 
into a beautiful cone shape if you know what you’re doing. Alas, I didn’t. I 
chose for my garden a particularly dry spot of earth right next to my back-
yard playset, scattered the seeds, congratulated myself, and went on my 
merry way. I returned occasionally to water the area, but only when I re-
membered to. 
 
Nothing grew, not even a little sprout. I was more than heartbroken — my 
faith was shaken. I had planted these seeds! I had watered them! (A little.) 
There was sunlight! All my childhood books and rhymes said this was all you 
needed. Was it all a lie? 
 
Of course it wasn’t a lie. Seeds need soil, sunlight, water, and oxygen — good 
soil, adequate sunlight for whatever the plant is, and consistent water.  
 
So what seeds need more than anything is a gardener. (At least, delphiniums 
do.)  
 
When I hear the parable of the rich soil and the rocky ground in the Gospel 
of Matthew, I often miss the point. I think Jesus is trying to give me a mes-
sage about how I should be. “Be better.” That’s what I think he’s telling me.  
 
I forget that I am only the soil. I cannot enrich myself; all my efforts to do so 
will come to nothing. What he is telling me is to ask the gardener: “Make me 
what I need to be.”  



Don Safferstein, D.D.S.
General and Cosmetic

Dentistry
1 Fordham Hill Oval
718-584-5300

Family Owned Since 1973
Major Insurance Accepted
Check Our Google & SureCritic Reviews
2717 Reservoir Ave., Bronx, NY

718-549-5533
armoryautopartsrepairbronx.com

Serving families of the Bronx & 
surrounding areas for over 69 years.

We are committed to excellence and our team will treat you 
with compassion and respect.

On-Site Parking	 Se Habla Espanol
5628 Broadway @ West 232nd Street | Bronx, NY 10463

(718) 548-1100
williamsfuneralhome@gmail.com

www.wmsfuneralhome.com

Contact Nichol Stanley
nstanley@4LPi.com | (800) 950-9952 x9422
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     (929) 422-0128
     enrollment@brillaschools.org

Apply Today / Aplica Hoy Brilla College Prep Elementary (K-4)
413 E. 144th St., Bronx, NY 10454
Brilla College Prep Middle (5-8)
222 Alexander Ave., Bronx, NY 10454
Brilla Veritas Elementary (K-4)
600 E. 156th St., Bronx, NY 10455
Brilla Veritas Middle (5-8)
600 E. 156th St., Bronx, NY 10455
Brilla Pax Elementary (K-4)
1248 Nelson Ave., Bronx, NY 10452
Brilla Pax Middle (5-8)
95 W 168th St., Bronx, NY 10452
Brilla Caritas Elementary & Middle (K-6)
2336 Andrews Ave., Bronx, NY 10468

EN TODAS NUESTRAS ESCUELAS, OFRECEMOS:
• Educación rica en contenidos gratuita para grados K-8
• Comunicación constante con los padres
• Artes visuales, música, ciencias y educación física
• Programa extraescolar religioso opcional hasta las 5:30PM
• Útiles escolares y paseos escolares gratis

AT ALL OUR SCHOOLS, WE OFFER:AT ALL OUR SCHOOLS, WE OFFER:
• Free content-rich education for K-8
• Constant communication with parents
• Visual arts, music, science and physical education
• Optional faith-based after school program until 5:30PM
• Free school supplies and field trips

NEW HEIGHTS CONSTRUCTION LLC

NewHeightsConstructionLLC.comNewHeightsConstructionLLC.com

SOPHIE SAYS GIVE US A CALL AND ASK FOR BIG JOHN FOR 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE AND BEST PRICES

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED (VISA, AMEX, DISCOVER, MASTERCARD)

917-642-0195  •  718-767-0044

SIDING, ROOFING & WINDOWS
Waterproofing, Gutters, Soffit & Fascia Repair & more

FENCES, DECKS & AWNINGS
Wrought Iron Fences, Wood Cedar, PVC, Stainless Steel,  

Chain Link, Pressure Treated & Composite Decking
KITCHEN & BATH

Complete Renovation & Remodeling, Expert Tile, Granite & Quartz 
MASONRY WORK

Concrete Sidewalk Violations, Porches, Brick & Granite  
Steps, Paver Stones, Brick Pointing, Stucco, etc.
INTERIOR FLOORING & PAINTING

CALL NOW 
FOR FREE 

ESTIMATES

CREDIT 
CARDS 

ACCEPTED!

NYC Lic# 1191201

SIDING SPECIALS: 
INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME – REDUCE YOUR ENERGY BILLS – 

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOUSE
CALL NOW

ENROLLING NOW • 347-912-7456 • Hablamos Español

NYS LICENSED (PEDIATRIC CPR+FIRST AID) 
WE ACCEPT PRIVATE KIDS, HRA & VOUCHERS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
7:30AM TO 5:30PM

littleabcfundaycare@gmail.com


